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THE 


PREFACE. 


\ Carce ever any Age did make 

k | equal prerence to Reaſon 
with ours, and it cannot. in 
? - Juſtice| be denied the honour 
: of not contenting it ſelf in any part 
of Learning; wich, a {lothful implicit 
* Belief, bur with,grear diligence con- 


A+ tinually atremprs. a. rational. account 
' Hl of things, men.ngt being content £0 


|” = know by other mens Myderſtandings, 
Kong oo underſtand for themſelves. 
4 Nor þ ,ath Reaſon n. been unſucceGful- 
is ly imployed an the Service. of Reti- 


gion s Uh in; particular, ix. kath.con- 
: A132 rbured- 


_— 


tz 
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The PREFACE. 


4 tributed yery much'to the defttice 


of... Fundamental Principles , and 
excellently fruſt ated the aſſaults 
that the bold, bbc Torrupt Reaſon of 
ſome men made againſt them ; 1o 
rom that Infidelity mighr' go into 
omplear de defpþair, it it were not ber- 
it maintained by Intereſt than Ay- 
Sument. And we tay with ſuch"a 
rational afſurance, arid Tr 4s manife 
wiſdom, renounce the Wo#ld, the Fle 
atnd the Deyil, and follow: Chtift 
our Saviour into Heaven;' where he 
is before, and for us.entered ; as ay 
wiſe man to improve; 'His- Eſtare can 
take 1'Yoyage into"anothet Coun- 
ty, which he hath never {cen. 'Biie 
when" Reaſon 'wolitd" incerrieddle 
with onr Lives, 4nd" Wand irs 4 
of Conniarnd'6ver OY Gre des 
preleribeto out Keticn a rivets 
| ſhame- 


The .P-& EF 4 or 


_ , Ko 
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ei, andnathing is more utiea: 
ſonable than the Lives of men,and'this 
Age ſo well improved in Reaſon, 1 
caſe ofSin,is nor ſo very impatient of 
abſurdity. And it is enough to-jtiſtifie 
a. great indignation, that notwith: 
ſtanding the ſhame that: belongs to 
doing unreaſonably * Vite'puts:on«.a 
mighty confdence, and ſuch whofte 
whole life is a courſe of unreaſoriable, 
andcheretore fooliſh ations, prit.on a 
mighty alſarance, and look bravely, 
as1t they would outface the Widdom 
Which God hath arreſted : andth 
proceed toclaim-the honour'ot Wit je 
Senſe ; and with then: chey. are bur 
puree. rw: 208g hors not:be:{d 
indeed; tor the: Jake-of their Compa- 
gy: ; though; 1 Fo RESPEC rd 
lnarion maghtigred rh miioia ol 
EET AZ 6 


wo 


” ebthediſtinction'berween ir atd 
E Wiſdom; forwhat'idothey-carerfae | 
ſuch-a ſevere thing 2. and wemight 
let them go! away with- the þonour 
otfuch Wit, for which they: are'ne- 
yer thewiſer. But under theſe pre- 
tences they maintain -a publick Repus 
tation,and go far towards the exple. 
ding the -diſhonourablencſs:of Sin, 
which: ſcarce ' any Age but- ours, 
made any doubt of. - Iris therefore 
neceflary to ſee how able theyareto 
reconcile - Reaſon to their: Evilways; 
for manifeſt Reaſon will -in theend 
proveitoo hard for all- their: Witt 
Though 1 would: notbe miſtaken; 
asif.I had publiſhed this Diſcourſe 
- fortheir Ghes who of all men;will 
be:moft imilikelyro peruſe it; yet mee. 
_ ting them5 ſo fullyin' myway.;-4h 


eſpecially-belonging: to: my+Snb: 
—_— | a. je, 


"00" "RO —_— RW 99” _ wx = 


| 
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The- P-rze:vla alt 


 je&, Irould:avt farbear fo-capre 


dence with which-ſuch men. do-;fens. 
L:concelive- the | Subject £0 be: ofa 
more gexeral uſe, and the, Arguments 
(if they have received no-prejudice; 
from an «nequal mannagement)-to:be 
of' equal conviction! and; motive; 
and if we will not forlake our wndey>; 
ſtanding, to be as hard for us to withs- 


ftand as-to anſwer. | The Diſcourſe. 


hath: convicted the -unreaſonableneſs. 


of Sin bytheevidence of Demonſtr- 
Pration; though to allay thevanszyol 


that great word, it hath proceeded 
upon Aphoriſms -and Principles: ofthe 


Common People; and, made uſept 
the-Rales but of the moſt vulgar Wife * 


dom. . Forthe firft and moſt general. 


Principles: of Wildom are-neer, and 
obvions, and plairr-ro' which ppr- 


A4 pole 


. 
- 


F 
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Ther Paz» k ca 
g;"-and loi hoy tr >fhull 
ofcend into Heaven and bring theito 44hÞ 
nerther-arethey beyond the Sea, Dem. 30: 
14: Wedo:not owe the Diftovery: 
rothe. Cqnrteous Revelation of: any' 
Oracle, \nor_ro- the Travels of any 
Wiſerman; in ſearch afterknowleds) 
thatwhat muſt be repented of, onghtinot 
tobe done, that the degrees of $00dnefs. 
and mecefoity; - make a Tight of - proces 
deer, We, ' By thele and” fhehilike 
Rules (though many times unhee- 
ded}-all-men' buy and ſells,” and. 
phane- arid hve :- onely” how! oor 
Souls have forfeired their- rightto 
a ſhare in the- common Wiſdom'of "all 
the 'World, | conceive 'no min can 
rell. 1} am ſorry for-the reaſon} 
have to'make fome Apology for my 
Rile; for though have propoſed 


C0) 


The PxEpXcCE.! 

ro:my, ſelf ſcarce any thing therein 
trorecommend it to the Reader, but 
its being Plan and Expreſſive, yetl- 
find my ſelf ſo many times defi- 
cient, in either, that 1am forced to 
entreat- him-to- practiſe a-licele ex- 
traardinty.-Aitention..and-. Candox $ 
Cilla ic ahi to the Trigenjpus, atd 
[ hope their Attention may pay it 
May the Reader by the bleſſingof 
Gad: receive; any . good meaſure of 
the' benefit intended to him heteby; 
and in fome hope of which, :Fexpole: 


thele Leaves intothe Publick Lighz, 


and 1 ſhall have the ſatisfaction and 


pleaſure of the accompliſhment ofa 
great delire. 
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THE 


3 He Author craig to6 Fermote to ; overſee the Tin pfeſ- 
fion, there have happened in ir frequent Errors, to 
he eoeevs prejudice of the Senſe ;.,the Reader therefore 

e& chemn' with his Pen; \ The principal 


= are heed which follow ; pot) re) A's Se which, 


vor a. AS” 


xPage itibie Is adit: miny. Pp. FE F. I 1.6. 
RT Bens 211.15, r. prove, and put a Comma for a Pe 

ie po . . their. p.31.l.1.1.0 LT; r- 
maſs be. 23-T- # ſelf. p.48.].17. I. &:ſcended. p.51.1.25. 


r, 4s bt 1.15. del< ſelf. p.68..14.r. tolabour. p.69. 
nals 


Lio, r.to the experiment. P-77+ 1, 14+ 1- Pri 81, 
[St ao , P-96.1.27. r. underſtanding. p NOT, t5.T, 
P-112 34 1-157. wears. p-r14.t1.r. Bath 925; 'p! 


rhe » - an thing. 146.113. WTO hppa 


DE 441.7. fit. 


++ <2, ald 1” 


10xr of their Reaſon, who wilfully exclude 


THE 


CONTENTS. 


The Inrodugtion. 433-1 3 
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pi an E ay a the- -ſolvtion of 


AG 


that di owl - How Reaſon int 
isgbleto bear 4% contrchihen ic 


5b ſh & | LIE: Jorfir life on ' Payy? 


ah SECT. 'F. $ Re Sat 
| Whereis & " obviated the prejudite at the 


name of Reaſon, the Diſcourſe ſnppuſing |Re« 


oelation: and Faith on Principles of which 
Reaſon proceeds Nor do fuch ſave the ho- 


the Faith, in hope thereby to fin leſs _ 
nourably.. The Heathen in great, t 

ſogreat meaſure convitted of areoſdndiaes 
in their ſinful lives, the knowledge of their 
duty being to be attained by neer and plain 
conſequence from the knowledge of God , and 
ef Fonaeſpes. The oharge of unreaſonable- 


neſs 


, 


The: Contents. 
neſs in Sin juſtified by the conſent and autho- 
rity of the FE Sctipinires. Pag.13. 


Py iy SEC Ti 2: __— 
Severdl Maxims of Praitical Reaſon pre- 
miſed one applied, that js, the right of In- 
falibility to determine the Truth or Wiſdons 
of all things; in controverſie, and this groſly 
rortradifed by the Sinner. Pag.35- 


' The-wilful Sinner convided of the abſur- 


dity.of forſaking the Counſels of. Gad to | 


whom Goodneſs inſeparably belongs, and of 


complying with the ſuegeſtions of the Devil 


certainly. known to purſue an inveterate ma- 


lice againſt all mankind. Pag. 45: | 


FIT GE CT: 4. -vtttat 
' What me muſt certainly repert of is wire: 
fonable to'be dane, 'yet this is frequently done 
by the Sinner, the «bſurdity expoſed . of en- 
eouruging himſelf to.commit Sin by. the ens 
couragement of a future Repentance. Pag.56. 


74 SE C.X.-5.- 
\That it: is repugnant to: all Kayſoneh Ms 
A. emp 


. 


+ 


: 


G 


| and atknowledeed by univerſul conſent. = 


Fhe Contents. 


tenpt' a manifeſt impoſſibility, vel. the\ 
poſſubilty of attuimings the! ener 
we carinot but defire, in theavays 


Sinner purſues it,, manifeſtly proved, ap 
teſted by our own, and alt-mens 


= 


S'E.C T6: 
The right of anthority that 'grieh. wie. 
nal nece(ſity hath over atl.the rational natwie 
aſſerted ; and that in great part it ſupplies .bts 
with power towards. the performance! of tbe 
obetrence \'we owe unto t4. \ \The-needleſineſ( 


of Sim in compariſon with he. great neceffitg 
; Non our ſouls, —— 1 Pagans 
\220 ”— 

SECT.. 7: ty | 


That by the common Reaſon of-all 
peo” "ſt plc i in en account, intention. 
vorrs, doth belong to the chriefeſt goods 
that beyond all pre Heaver 5s _thet cl 
Swrvey of that exceeding. 5 ce thg: 
wards the diſparagement of ſuch thyuss _ 
in the choice 4 Sinmers are placed before it. 


| ag. JT. 
. Sz c T. 3. & X37 A810 L 
' The: pleaſures of \Sin\exmined x + 


AY W\4s, 


Dor 


ten's "The" duties: hiſs plea- 
d to, -over the. eternal ones, by | 


fooby of the diſtance of thoſe to come, exas. © 


rows 


Fr NOAA | : Pag, 123. | 
SECT. 9. 
> Thetrabebe Reaſon in the World is ayreed | 


vhev-the: greateſt-ard worſt evil ought to be | 


chiefly feared,” and- moſt. . carefully avoided : 
Thar" oats # that: - pres of the 
| —_ of ſo great -puniſhnext\ againſt 
parthink: it injuriows to the lice: TH 
oy #0 praGiſe ſuch extreme Tvſtice:: 
great advantage to be made of the extre 

of thoſe ſufferings : The nnreaſonableneſs of 
pruning away from us ſo great a fear: That to 
contemn' both Heaven and Hel, is re Prighant | 
not onely to the Principles of Vnizerſal Rea- 


ſor, but alſo to-that principle of T niverſal 


F*. ak LARA adi. ed feof; watt 


Nature, Self-preſervation, da the natnral | 
prong Hes " Pagitga: 
SL IE Sno T:-10;" | 

That it is manifeſtly unrea onible: to h 
hb hngrandtot Arp as cannot | 


abide 


5- 

| 
d 
be | 


's 


IO): #0 ae © ee 


& ' « 


O&- = * ®; 
Let eats 62.cu- 85 4. 


KS 


| bs 
| the 


foward our-Repentancez and: 


SECT an  IRNPETNYLY 


te AA £50 A. 10: Conſideration, 
farther #nſiſted on, 4s particularly reſpetrng 


Refledion and Fore-ſight : As concerning 
Refledion, it cannot be reconciled. #6\'the 
Wiſdom that is to belearved by our refle&ing 
on all paſt examples, and the” Sinner makes 


| woid _—_ eleſs to him elf the experience 


| of all the World before him « as c 


oncerning 
Tordfehr, he muſt Ch but 4 little ug very 
him, or elſe he overlooks, and ſees 
pinefi, and he deprives for of a 
benefit of inſtrution, which a ratio 


fereſigt ought to fetch unto ue from the Works 
ta Fg Pag. 176. 


H The Concluſion. 

Wherein by juſt conſequence from the rea- 
ſening in the two foregoing Sefions is int- 
ferred the great u WIN: of Conſideration, 
and the Reader earneſtly exhorted to the 


pradice.of it, from the efficacy . thereof 
0 inparticitler, 


219. | the 


thee paoy thireof, infped-ontorxcite ina 
—_— eons! ds ſutbgreat #bings 
byue, 4d: ronfeqert ys. hy 

ions to excite our endeavours : 


The Ar guments: of the: whole foregoing Di- 


ſcomſehonieuerh i aca in 08 eng ex- 
bottation. | ; Pagin8y- 


« . C0] 
Tt 13% 7 


» 1 A, 1 
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2 BE; 2. THE 


7. | REPUGNANCY of SIN 
1 | Tothe Principles of 
| - Univerſal Reaſon, cc. 


Fa +. ah = 2 £ 


THE 
E |... INTRODUCTION. 


Here ate ſortie things ſo unac- 
countable, that if they were 
not, we ſhould ſcarce allow 


them poſſible to be 3 amongſt 
which we may place the continued” re- 
volt of Reaſonable Creatures from God, 
and-with, and in him, from their own 
happineſs. Tt is a difficulty which hath 
exerciſed the Wits of the Learned to re- 
of B ſolye 


o m & . 
% — 
Hs Os xr 
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2 Repugnancy of Sn 

ſolve, how our firſt Parents with a due 
perfe&tion and reQtitude of all their facul- 
ties, could be perſuaded. to fin (a thing 
from which pure innocence could not 
but be very abhorrent,) that is, to tell 
where the tempter could find a place ina 
petfe& innocent nature to faſten that En- 
gine, wherewith he threw the whole 
World into confuſion, ' And it is not a 
much leſs difficulty to underſtand how 
the ſucceeding Generations of then in | 
their Wits (1f they are ſo) can continue 

a long courſe of that fatal and unſucceſs- | 
ful diſobedience: For that grand Apo- ' 
ſtaſie is continued with leſs reaſon, that is, ' 
upon weaker temptations than it was firſt 
begun, ahd aggravated with the circum- 
{tance of refuſing our firſt Parents dear !' 
bought experience, their ſad e 
being ſufficient to diſabuſe our vaittcre- | 
dulity, and to undeceiye our, expeſtati- | 
ons of ever profiting our ſelves by a (mz to | 
the aggravation of our caſe we do not fn | 
upon the incitement of (o. great hopes as 
thole,by,and from whichour poot- proges. | 
nitors fel; that'was uponeexpetation, Ha | 
raking onghe.filthy Dunghil offin, to.lind. | 


by ſome 


to Principles of Reafon. 4 
ſome Jewel of the Crown of Heaven ; 
for they were- promiſed to be as Gods, 
Ger. 3.5. But Man now continues the 


| Fall, though againſt as yur and juſt 
r 


fears as were ſet to guard Adams inno- 


cence, and to. the apparent hazard of a 


| better Paradiſe in full proſpect than that 
| their diſobedience loſt them; yet but 
| upon poor hopes, and upon ſuch pitiful 
' ſorry temptations, that the baſeneſs of 
; the tempration in molt caſes, adds to the 


* ' inexcufableneſs of the fin, For which, 
" | and many more conliderations. to be in- 


4 as EE £5. i. Rn 


" | ſiſted on in  thefollowing Diſcourſe, ad- 
| mitting Man to- retain a right {till to the 


denomination of Reaſonable, it is not 


eaſily accountable how he 1s able to per- 
: ſiktin-that Apoſtake, under the wotul ef- 
; feds whereof he groans in prefent miſe+ 
| ries, and worſe fears, thercia (which 1s 
' our buſineſs to: prove) doing continual 
! violence to his Reaſon, that principle 


without which:he were not Man, and of® 
fering. force and even deſpite to his own 


mind, than which nothing 1s more hims 
| ſelf, and which makes up his whole deft» 
| eitiong {o-that 40 an jnipartial conſide- 


B3 ration 


4 Repugnancy of Sin 


ration it appears evident that the greateſt | 
abſurdities and contradictions to all ſound | 
ſenſe are in praCticez and that all the ab- ? 
ſurdities that are believed, are far excee- ' 
ded by thoſe that are done every day, | 
and to deny the poſhbility of motion, and - 
the Snow to be white, and to believe ! 
both parts of a contradiRion to be true, ' 


1s ſober Philoſophy in compariſon of li- 
ving ungodly ; and this is no more than 


what is fully included in that approved ; 


ſaying of a Wiſe man, That the ſpeculative | 


Atheiſt is the greateſt Prodigie in the World, 
' thepradical one onely excepted; who him- 


ff being of a right perſuaſion, puts in 


practice the others damnable misbelief, *' 


and in his works denies God whom he 
believes to be; to do which hath in it all 


the abſurdity of denying the conclufion, | 


OT, — 


onely for the commonnels of the thing it | 
15 accounted more ſhameful to diſpute ab- | 


ſ{urdly, than to live ſo. 


It may prove worth the enquiry to leam | 


what may be offered to reſolve the doubt, 


how a reaſonable Creature can continue | 


a courſe of ations ſo RN to the | 


principles. of humane underſtanding, asa 


ſinful } 


to Principles of Reaſon. 5 


ſinful life examined appears to be, that is 
to ſay, how a mans Reaſon can look on 


! andſce him deſtroy himſelf, It doth not 
| ſo well reſolve the difficulty, as aggravate 
* the wretchedneſs of a ſinful condition, to 


at AN ELIS He bon ORG 


' faythat the Fall hath put man into apre- 
; ternatural ſtate, diſordering very Nature 
/ inhim, and diſplacing his very eſſentials ; 


as if it had changed him into another ſþe= 
cies of beings: for if the predominant fa- 
culty give the denomination, he isnot ſo 
much a reaſonable as a wiltul Creature, 
and is Man reverſt, having his Head- de- 
poſed from that Supremacy to which by 
divine ordination it bath a juſt claim; but 
this is rather to cut the knot thanto un- 
loſe it, to deſtroy the queſtion in ſtead 
of reſolving it ; for it is1n effe&t to deny 
Man 1n his fallen eſtate to be ſo reaſonable 
as the queſtion ſuppoſes him tobe. And 
indeed to deny Man the denomination of 
Reaſonable, would be a Paradox not to 
be pardoned, it is certain he is ſo by the 
conſtitution of his Nature, and yet it 1s 
as certain that through the uſurpation 
and tyranny. of his inferiour faculties 
Over his Reaſon, hein a "4 of Sin, lives 

3 as 


6 Repugnancyof Sin 


as if he werenotſo, as tothe exetciſe-and 


act, it being at the choice of his will how | 


reaſonable he ſhall be. Tt was ſaid in 


reproof of the Mileſans, that they were ' 
not Fools, but had done ſuth things as Fools © 


xſe to do. In like manner a finner 1s not 
truly an unreaſonable creature, but yet 
in ſuch concertments, wherem he ought 
to ſhew all the reaſon and wiſdom too 
which he hath, he acts ashe- could but do 
if he wereſo, and what nothing can ex- 
cuſe, but to be ſo indeed: for nothing 
can excuſethe doing like Beaſts but onely 
to be ſuch. 

- The further and cloſer we. proſecdts 
this Enquiry, the more we Giſcover the 
wretchedneſs of a ſinful ſtate, and the wil- 
fulneſs of finz all that can bealleds ed in 
this caſe reflecting ſeverglyon theme; 

ty of the will, from which indbed reſy =. "wi 

vicious impotency to 'but that 1s 10 
far from exculing 'the ſinner, that the 


preater it 18, the more wicked it ſpeaks * 
him to be ; for otherwile to become the | 
more wicked, would be to bedome there- | 


by the more excuſable. The will indeed 


is to aceount for ell the @ns and thiſcries | 


in 


© += ICI, wi de NE Lace 
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to Principles of Reaſon. 7 


in the World, that is the Spring of all our 


Woes, for that hath corrupted it ſelf, and 


Man-is a reaſonable Creature but only 
when he:will; the will hath' broken off the 


| yoke; 'and denies fubje&ion to the Laws 


HEOF, wn du NE cams 


Rane itn; a. 64 


of the Mind, and ufurps authority over 
it::: it makes its own choice, and is- its 
own Law, and having power to deter- 
mine and reſtrain the underſtanding in its 
operations, ſuſpends as much of that light 
as it cares not to-make uſe of, and by this 
artifice makes as much darkneſs to it (elf 
as is-needful toi the ends of (in, and fo'the 
finner knows to good purpoſe no more 
than he pleaſes, and by inconfideration 
winks hard, and makes himſelf to all in- 
tents as blind as he will, loving darkneſs 
ſowell as to make it : Thus the wilful fin- 
ner uſes his head [like a Dark-Lanthorn, 
and turns the dark ſide of it'upon himſelf. 
So our bleſſed Lord reproves the wicked 
of his time for cloſing their eyes, ( Mat. 
13. 15.) left at- any time they ſhould- ſee 
with theer - eyes, hear with ther ears, 
and: wderfiand with their heart, and ſhould 
be converted they being (as'it proved) 
obſtinate»:againft converſion, were fainto 

ITS B4 take 


take ſome pains with themſelves not to 
underſtand, to uſe art with themſelves to 


preſerve themſelves from becoming of a 


right mind, and did wilfully keep them- 
ſelves out of their wits, thatis, they did 
practiſe ſome artifice to preſerve their 
errours, and ſhut their windows againſt 
the light, whoſe reproofs and conditions 
they could not abide, 


ry RE” J——e | a_— Kt "IP \ 


And beſides this in ſuch things which | - 


for their irreſiſtible evidence the ſinner is 
not. able to withſtand their conviction, 
-Fet his mind as conſcious to It ſelf that it 
hath loſt its authority, ſpeaks 1n a faint 


ſubmiſſive voice, it is not ſuffered to | 
form its praQtical ſentiments into perem- | 
ptory Edits and Laws, and to uſe ftylo |} 


7mperatorio, and to tell the man roundly, 
This you mult and (hall do; but it is for- 
ced to condeſcend to thoſe obſequious 
terms, May 1t pleaſe you, 

|. To this purpoſe Hierocles complains of 


the wicked, To 4aulois Aog4xgy aleugy © ay- || 


Heamidy Gavaomeyp tele, that they vſe 
their own mind and reaſon baſely, without 
any reverence, putting it. to. do flaviſb 
things; tor ther mind is made to turn 
=? Paraſite 
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| Given in ſecret, have attained fo-great abi- 
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Parafite and to flatter that” thing in 
power, their inſolent Will ; that is,to flat. 


| ter the Ulſurper: of its own Throne, to 


uſe all:its wit to invent excuſes, defenſes 
yea and ſometimes praiſes for Madneſs 
and Folly. And indeed the Sinner hath 
need of ſomething within him to flatter 
him;, being unable to abide always the 


| reproofs of an impartial conſcience, and 
! he would find it a very uneaſie condition 


toappear always to himſelf to be that ve- 
ry Fool that hes; for owns ſtultitia la-. 
borat faſtidio ſui, all folly is uneafie to its - 
ſelf, as being a very fulſom thing ;. and - 


{ therefore the Sinner tranſgreſfing all the 
| rules of Wiſdom, needs ſome ſubtilty of 
| wit to palliate thoſe follies which” elſe 


would ſtare on him with. no pleafing 
aſpett; and it is very neceffary, what 
ſhift ſoever a man makes for it, that he 
preſerve ſome reputation with himſelf. 
And this abuſe of mens wit to flatter 


their fins, is not onely acted cloſely with 


in the cloſet of therr own: breaſts , but 


' there are ſome who having: (asit ſeems) 


eat occaſion to prattiſe-1t with them- 


lities 
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lities therein, that they make open/ptb 
feſſion of this vile art; and beings: 
moſt impudent men living, endeavour re 
transfer the ſhame of folly from41initothe 
higheſt 'of all our wiſdom, thar's, :the! 
erue fear of God; as if they. hopedito) i 
make ſuch fools of mankind, as to tnake 
it accounted. leſs glorious to do wilely,l c 
than by alucky wit to defend the-doing 
otherwiſe; and that .it were no longer 
the Fools, but the Wits, thatmake a mock! 
of fin. But for thejhonour of their Wir, 
would they would tell us, What can'be 
more fooliſh than to be wilfully mad 2 - 
In further purſuance of the Enquiry, 
the Will hath not onely a power over! 
the Underſtanding to filence and enſlave 
it, but alſo an influence on it to ſeduce} 
and corrupt it. It puts a cheat on the 
mind, and recommends the congruity of 
an unworthy obje&to its own depraved 
appetite”, umder the notion of a thing 
good and to be defired; and the mind 
takes the recommendation of the affe- 
Gions being not permitted to enquire 
whether t be not ſome deprawity in the 
faculty that makes this agreeableneſs be- | 
22: tween 
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tween Sin'and the WH, nor tco-askAany 
J other | queſtions” wprehy of reſolution, 
toitere in reaſon a man can venture on-that 
rbidden things' and {6 by degreesthe 

Y 2H of the WHll infies and infinyates 
9) it faFitito the Jadgment; anda Vice be- 
ke] gets an Errour, . and the man 'dothnot 
y,f chaſe by his underſtitiding, but under- 
1g] ſtands by bis affeions 5 forall experience 
er} confirms that our affe&ions varniſh the 
ok! things we love with a beauty undrſcerni- 
t, 1 ble'to other eyes, and by our 'affeftions 
zef or WIN corrupts our judgment, Infſhort 
| Mana his fall hath madeBimis more Will 
y, 1 than Mind', and the Soul exerts it ſelf 
er} mach feſs in judgment than im affe@ti- 
'e | ons3- the judginent ſeems as if it were 
e | withdrawn mto fome deep retirement m 
e | the ſoul, where for negle&t and want of 
}Xf } exerciſe and improvement, it becomesin- 
dj aQive, yields it ſelf to drowſineſs and 
g | ſlumber, in a condition rather to make 
d | pleaſing dreams than wiſedecrees, whileſt 
» | the forward affe&tions ſtand ready at all 
e | the avenues of ſenſe to ſalute every har- 
lotry obje&t which carries any tempta- 
tion in its looks, and do make their ha- 


ſty 
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{ty choice, e're the flow judgment enters 
ſufficient caveat to fuſpend the determina» 
tion. | 

But the more we examine the ways and 
arts that men uſe to: take the advantages 


to ſhift off ſilence, corrupt or prevent} 


their own underſtanding, that they may 
be able tolive ungodly ; the more we ex- 
poſe the wilfulneſs of Sin, and juſtifie the 


ſevereſt of the puniſhments that are 


reſerved for the wilful : for after all it 
remains apparent, that the mighty truths 


in which our Salvation is chiefly concer-| 


ned, areſoevident and obvious, and oc- 


cur ſo readily to our minds with that irre- 
fiſtible conviction and preſſing weight, 
that it cannot but be with ſome difficulty, 


that is, with ſome art with, and force up- 


on themſelves, that men can forbear to be- 


come good. 


SECT.! 
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Eforc I betake my felf to the making 
[B': ood the charge of the Repugrancy 


Sin to the rindples of the common 


'JReaſon, and therein to the current Ma- 
9 xims of the univerſal Wiſdom of-all man- 


kind, I think it needful to remove a | pre- 
judice, that ſome will be ready'to con- 


] ceivefrom the name of Reaſon, which this 


Diſcourſe carries in its Froxt ; that _y 


7 a word of ſuſpeCed credit with ſome | 
* ſons, with whom all arguments [taken 
! from thence, will be thought to favour of 


the weakneſs of Phzloſophy, and to come 
much behind, if not to be prejudicial un- 


! to the far more efficacious means of our 


converſion revealed in the Word of 
God. 
Towards the removal of this ciferce; 


* 7 T ſhall onely need to explain in what ſenſe 


I uſe the word Reaſon; and'ther iftaty 
thing be wanting to their full farisfa@ion, 
I conceive they may have it in thoſe ſeve- 

ral 
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ral places of Scripture which I ſhall make 
choice of to confirm my poſition; which 
doequally juſtifie my argument. The wiſ- 
dom of God having feen+ it expedient to 
preſs the very ſame argument in reproof 
of Sinners, | frequently charging ': them 
with degererating from their own: nature, 
and doing things uaworthy of.  , -and 
fruſtrating the. chief end of their Under- 
ltanding,: a lels offenſive- name; of, Rea» 
fon: ;- | f 


I therefore premiſe that I do not ſpeak 
of Reaſon as ſhining; barely with its own 
weak; light,: and crawned onely with. its 
own pale raics, but as enjightned with a 
clearer ; and; brighter light from the holy 
Scriptures: for this whole Diſcourſe ſup- 
poſes 4n [the perſons reproved, a know- 
ledge: and; profeſled belief of the Word 
of God, and the ſaving Goſpel 'of our 
Lord and, Saviour Jew Chrift, and:conſe+ 
quently that they have ſufficient informas 
tion-0f the thiftory; ride, miſchiets andi re- 
medy: of. that wotul Fall, of: which. the 
whole Greation expxetics a ſenſe in anni 
| verſal;groan';; andyetthat they, wiveal@r 
nable men, by peretnptory finning: NT 
f the 
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the fimilitude of .the firſt tranfgreſſion 
declare, as plainly as ations can ſpeak, 
that they. will juſtifie and and to the 
Apoſcaſie they, made-in, Adam, and-1o per- 
in ther fallen eſtate, give their af- 
ter conſent to- the fall; and, therefore 


cannot: reaſonably hope to excuſe them- 


ſelves, pretending 'that they were unborn 
whenthe revolt wasmade, fince, by the 
part they wilfully-adhere unto, they de- 
clare plainly, that they want nothing but 
to-have been born ſooner, to-haye ;been 
more early.in the tranſgrefſion-: 
Andthys they do, notwithſtanding that 
the certain: knowledge of the conſequent 
miſchiefs of: the Fall leaves no ;room for 
hopes of- impunity!z. the threatning de» 
nouneed, .againſ} ſin btng in; fo: good de- 
grees made gb0d already. in denfible de- 
monſtrations, that. as many as:perſiſtim- 
_ 1” — able-t@ be 
What: :they' will; -Ere-they. can; expettd 
tolerable ſtate.of miſery in thaepptoach- 
ing; <&terNity 3 for. from all-examples: re- 
gilired; an. thoſe ilacred- records>of times 
paſt, we may. certainly infor our ſelves, 
that God is in very good vurnelt 1n-his 


PO . threat- 
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threatnings, and therefore that inreaſoh 
we cannot preſerve in our ſelves a belief 
of the innocency or harmleſsneſs of Sinz 
and may aſſure our ſelves'that never'any 
ſinner carried the comfort of his fins out 
of the World with him, and therefore it 
can be no wiſdom to abide the venture of 
eternal repentance, for'to have our choice 
of which life we pleaſe of all the ſinners 
whoſe Hiſtory 1s there recorded. 

And tothefurther aggravation oftheir 
account, being by the ſame divine reve- 
lation inſtructed in the powerful remedy 
of our common Fall, they ' can no more 
juſtifie their impenitency from any juſt 
deſpair, than venture to fin in any reaſo- 
nable preſumption of impunity. ' They 
cannot continue their rebellion in' pre- 
tence that it is in vain toſubmit ; for the 
golden Scepter is reached out unto them, 
and reconciliation ſtands 'waiting their 
leiſure, the price of their redemption is 
paid down; all that is wanting 1son their 
parts, a reconcileable mind to God- and 
rrue goodneſs: and- to help remove the 
difficulties of our Converſion, thereis ſuf- 
ficient motive in the way and means of 
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our recovery to work any ſenſible heart 
to that contrition and relenting, as is ne- 
ceffarily required towards our acce- 
ptance, 'the grace revealed being mighty 
to produce the grace required : no argu- 
ment in the World being more apt to ex- 
cite in us repentance for our ſins, than the 
conſideration that Chriſt died for them, 


"which is enough (if any thing be ſo) to 


reconcile not onely God, but us too, 


"which proves to be the hardeſt part of 
the Reconciliation. | 


And what doth equally encourage out 
converſion, and aggravate * our impent- 
tency, we learn from the Word of God 
(the belief of which we ſuppoſe in the 
perſons reptoved ) that God promiſes to 
our Repentance not onely acceptance but 
a reward, and that greater than our 'ori- 
ginal innocence preſerved, was permitted 
to look for, ang it takes not from the ett 
couragement that to 'inf6Id the myſtery 
of this grace, we fay in the greatneſs 
of the reward, God rewatds the worthi- 
neſs of his'own Son-in-ofr-petfons; 'for 
takes nothing from,but a moſtdelicious 
ſavour unto-the promiſed happmeſs ws 
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ow it to our Redeemer, and it heightens 
the eternal joys, to owe them to the love 
of Chriſt. Theſe things I promiſe to be 
known and believed, to ſhew how well 
informed and inſtru&tedI ſuppoſe Reaſon 
to be, as in us it demonſtrates againſt a 


finful life. 


But this ſuppoſition of ſuch a Know- 
ledge and Faith in the perſons here re- 
proved, ought not to be extended to the 
excluſion of two other ſort of perſons 
from a proportionable ſhare in the like 
reproot ; and thoſeare, 


I, Wilful 
2, Unwilful 


I, Wilful Unbelieyers, that is,ſuch who 
are ſo, ngt for.want of the means and ſuf- 
ficient reaſons of Faith, but. by the choice 
of their own wills, and therefore embrace 
unbelief, becauſe it þeſt ſerves;to the ends - 
of ſin, and turn Infidels,- onely.that they 
may. be the leſs. ſhamefully-wicked : of all 
men 1n theWorld, it being moſt unaccoun- 

þ table 


$Unbelves 
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table in a Chriſtian to be; ungodly. This I 
rather take notice of, becauſe, according 
to the character given to us of our Age, 
there are not a few who cateh at little 
objections affainſt the Faith that 1s fo re= 
pugnant totheir ſinful hives : but when it 
is a part of their artifice ahd wit to attain 
to be Unbelievers, ſhall their Unbelief 
help them ? Neither is it any great com- 
dan of their wit, to imploy it-1a 
iinding out evaſions from that Faith by 
which} they might be ſaved : for the ex- 
cellency of the Revelation confidered, it 
is extream- madneſs to ſutier our Will to 
take part 'with Infidelity, and to make 
choice to err at the colt of ſo great come 
forts as the Word of God miniſters to us. 

Though it be certain that the excellency 
of a Truth -doth not amount to a proof, 

yet the mare worthy it 18.of all acceptati- 
on, the greater folly itis to reject it : the 
defireableneſs. of being immortal cannot 


prove us-to--be ſoz yet it argues baſeneſs 


and folly n.attyman to be'willing to con- 


fute 10 excelleht:-a property of our Na- 


ture, and to be greedy of amar nt to 


fo miſehievous-'an erid. And / beſides, 
C 2 lince 
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ſince it 1s apparent that it is Concern that 
makes the Unbelievers, with whom here 
we have to do, it is needful to oppoſe 1n- 
tereſt to intereſt, they being beſet with 
great fears on condition Hell might not 
be, could be content there might be no 
Heaven- but if they would be perſua- 
ded, Faith would become more their 1n- 
tereſt than Unbelief is now ; and they 
would not eaſily imbrace the confutation 
of ſuch excellent hopes as the: Scriptures 
giveus, Itistobe fooliſhly incredulous 
upon no better argument of unbeliet than 
the wit of Unbelievers have ever produ- 
ced, to reje theſe ſacred Writings which 
contain the moſt excellent truths in the 
World; Truths meet to entertain the 
ſpeculations of Angels, and to be the de- 
Iight and recreation of glorified under- 
{tandings, and which no wiſe man would 
change to have any thingelfe true 1n their 
room that ever entered into the heart of 
man to conceive : ſa that'it had need bea 
very powerful and convittive argument 


_ Y! 


. that ſhould beable tomake us deliver u 
— ſuch aprecious Faith, and disbelieve a 
Revelation that abounds mm ſuch excee- 
| ding 
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ding great and precious promiſes, and is 
more worth to good men than the evi- 
dences of all the Eſtates in the world to 
their Owners, and doth aſcertain to us 
the happineſs of the World to come, gi- 
ving us the comfort, as well as the affu- 
rance of our own immortality. The very 
defireableneſs of the things believed, 
ought to make us more tenacious of this 
beliefthan to ſurrender it up to every lit- 
tle doubt, or weak ſuſpicion, for Infidel1- 
ty never yet offered morein itsown de- 
fence: all the arguments that ever have 
been produced in its cauſe when exami- 
ned, proves nothing. But how little a 
matter can miſlead ſuch as are willing to 
be miſled, and that nothing is more cre- 
dulous than mens defjres, and that their 


Belief is very much at the diſpoſal of their 


Intereſt and their Will, and therefore it is 
no wonder that they make ſome ſhift to 
evade ſo uncomfortable a belief as that of 
the Scriptures. is toall ſuch-as will not 
obey them : but their beſt reaſons prove 


4* altogether unable to enſure.their preſum- 


ption, and. to. aſcertain them ſo well a- 
gainſt the; contents of this ſacred Book, 
C3 that 
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that they can refle& on thei? evil wayes 
with ſuch aſſurance as men ought to have 
in a caſe wherein to be miſtaken 1s to be 
remedileſ(ly undone. The ſubſtance of what 
hath been ſaid on this Head, amounts to 
this, That it is alike unreaſonable to make 
choice of ſuch an uncomfortable and un- 
ſafe Unbelief, and to live repugnant to 
the contrary excellent and well afſured 
Faith. 

2. The other thing needful to be ſub- 
joined to the former, is, That though the 
imputation of unreaſonableneſs in- hvin 
a {inful life, be charged with fuller evt- 
dence and greater force, on fuch as are ac- 
quainted with the mind of God revealed 
in his Word; yet even others who have 
onely the benefit of bare natural light, 
cannot juſtifie their fins to their own 1m- 
partial Reaſon: for there is a legible im- 
preſſion on the mind of Man, ofa Law of 
everlaſting righteouſneſs and goodneſs ; 
and it 1s engraven into the very Make of 
our Natures, and we muſt run away from 
our ſelves, to get rid not onely of the ob- 
bigation, but of the conſeience thereof. So 
that a meet conſultation with our own 


minds 
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minds 1s ſufficient to inform us, that it is 
highly criminal to live in contradiftion to 
the end of our Being, and below the di 
nity, and to the reproach of ſo excellent 
a Nature; and that our Maker will exa& 
an account of us of our divine faculties 
and powers, given to us doubtleſs for 
better purpoſe than the ſervices of Sin, 
A mans own' natural underſtanding with- 
out a revelation from Heaven, 1s able to 
inſtruct him, that he ought chiefly to ſerve 
the will and ends, and glory of the au- 
thor of his Being, that our nature being 
apparently capable of ſeveral excellencies 
which we celebrate and pratſein the blef- 
{ed God, we become obliged toa likeneſs 
thereunto in our perfons,and in imitation 
thereof in our lives ; that is, conformi 
unto, and imitating the divine Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and Holineſs: So that from 
hence we may learn, that the Heathen 
had theſe two ways amonegſt' others, of 
underſtanding 'their duty 1n  difcerning 
between good and evil. q 

x. Firſt fromthe knowledge'of God. 

2. From the knowledge of  Them- 
ſelves. ' a 

C4 


I. From 
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1. From the knowledge of God,which 
St. Panlteltifies, is ſo evidently to belear- 
ned from the works of his Creation, that 
it rendred an ungodly life inexcuſable 
even inthem, Rom. 1. 20. For the invi- 
ſeble things of him from the Creation of the 
World are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and god-head, ſo that they are with- 
out excuſe. And it being impoſlible to 
frame any agreeable notion of the eter- 
nal god-head, but 1n the union of all di- 
vine perfetions and excellencies in infi- 
nite fulneſs, it becomes a conſequence of 
ealte deduction from ſuch a notion of 
God, to underſtand our duty and obliga- 
tion to him an infinitely perfect being our 
Creator. For what doubt can be made, 
but almighty power, ſupreme goodneſs 
and beneficence, infinite wiſdom,immuta- 
ble holineſs, truth and faithfulneſs, chal- 
lenge the moſt ayful adorations, the moſt 
pious deyotions and oblations of conti- 
'nual praiſes and prayers, the ſupreme love 
and defize, the molt humble ſubmiſſions, 
nd the :moſt 'entire pbedjence. from all 
his Creatures. And this diſcovery 1s w 
ol phe ; of 
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of that intricacy, nor of ſo remote conſe- 
quence as the knowledge of the learned 


' Sciences,. and ſeveral: Arts uſeful to hu- 


mane life, which they firſt invented, and 
then-improved to great perfection. 

2. Another way of: learning their:duty 
was from the knowledge of _ _ 
themſelves, from the conſide- ;* a5 egy 
ration of their own Nature, 76 egitor 54- 
and of what faculties, capaci- 7 M4r-An. l 
ties, and powers: they. were. 1:07 
endowed with, and. to'what ends they did 
ſerve,and to what purpoſe 1n reaſon they 
were given unto then; To this purpoſe 
the: fore-mentioned Author, -a profeſſed 
Heathen, ſpeaks very agreeably, Our Ty 
$<UTWv voy © ammo Th ww TPETWTWy 
AoMry Pvor, 1 TS xa mg muy an ryuG 
TN 6upioxeleu muy lays * that 1s, 7 the 
knowledge. of our ſelves, and of what js be- 
coming the reaſonable nature, we have a ſure 
rule of our duty. To which he ſubjoins, 


Degs xarva hw iwizy: mb nimyles O) Sov 


&v moi '$Upiozop}y © By: inſpeGion into our 
own eſſence we diſcover what is required. 6 
#5, the reaſonable natureibeing a rule and law 


torts ſelf. St, Pavbalſhrms the ſame'thing, 


when 
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when ſpeaking. of the Gentiles, he ſays, 
Rom:2.14. Theſe having not the Law, are a 
Law unto — "What is diſcordant, 
unbecoming, diſhonourable and injurious 
to the true humane- Nature, . that 1s 'fin; 
what is agreeable thereunto, what ſerves 
unto. its. due honour and dignity, that 
wherein it reſembles the akin, 'though 
ſaperiour natures of God and his Angels, 
to gratifie its divine affections:and ſupe- 
riour appetites with agreeable - objeRts 
and pleaſures to which they have inthem- 
ſelves an apparent defignation, toimploy 
the powersand faculties of our nature to 
their deſigned uſes, that 1n their exerciſe 
they are improved:, ennobled and bet- 
tered, this 1s Vertue, this js the whole 
Duty of Man : Which in part is the 
meaniog of the ſame Author ,- .zzwy $6 &- 
ueyoye thy ul mic, Tito oymos aprn, © 
$1A0ov1as you Or * that which is condwutive 
to the good of the ſonl, that is Vertne\and a 
Law of Philoſophy or Wiſdom : ſo that the 
Heathen were not: left without all-necef- 
ſary means of the + knowledge» of | their 
duty,” it neceffarily " reſulting from + the 
knowledge of themſelves, and it being fo 
obvious 
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obvious an enquiry toconſider what'we 
are, and whence we come, and what 'we 
ſerveunto, and what 1s the reaſon '&f our 
Being 3 from ſuch confiderations it was 
very natural to gather, that the divine 
Wiſdom gave us ſauls for ends agreea- 
ble unto, and worthy of ſuch excelent 
natures, and that it 1s inconſiſtent with 
the ſame Wiſdom and goodneſs to'ap- 
point us for ends and uſes too little for, 
and unequal unto our ſelves, and which 
would render the chiefeſt excellencies'of 
our nature ſuperfluous ; for our Natrare 
hath in it ſelf not onely a ftrit obligation 
to God the ſupreme and original Being, 
but 'alfo a plain deſignation for, and pro- 
penſion towards him the ſitpreme and or 
ginal good ; for being finite Beings, 'we 
have yet ina ſort infinite appetites. aud 
boundleſs capacities3 and certainly our 
bleſſed Creator would not g1ve us ſuch 
capacious ſpirits toleave ſo great a varmum 
in the reaſonable nature, as will remain 
after the World hath done its beſt to fill 
it. And now remembring that we are 
Men, the fins that generally enſſaye and 
befool Mankind, carry in thank the plam 
ſignas 
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fenatures of folly and ſhame; though 
there;-wersg no written Law, it were a plain 
baſe'and evil thing to live after the fleſh, 
that is, to make quick ſenſes and a vigo- 
rougappetite of more worth and uſe than 
all the faculties of the mind ; for ſo our 
upright aſpet and humane wit would 
ſerve but to make us the goodlieſt and 
wiſeſt of Beaſts, and all that we have of 
Man to be of no-other -uſe, but that the 
Brute in us might be better ſerved, and. 
our humane underſtanding ſerve onely to 
ſupply the want of i-ſtin® which meer 
Brutes have in greater perfe&tion. 
It .xemains now to ſhew that God in his 
N Word uſes the very ſamear- 
ne Þ ug gument 1n reproving Sinners, 
2Pet.2.12. Upbraiding them with groſs 
Han.27.1t. follies, with degrading them- 
773" ſelves tothe baleſt of Brutes, 
_ and below thoſe ſorts of them that have 
any reſemblance of Reaſon in the Animal 
Nature; that they, are without under- 
ſtanding, and do relinquiſh thoſe humane 
faculties, Mind, Reaſon, Memory, and 
RefleCtion ; and are degenerate not onely 
from the likeneſs of his nature, but ow 
tne 
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the dignity of his own.Pſal.32.9.Be yeinot 
4s the Horſe and the' Mule 'which have 20 
anderſtanding. That Exhortation | im- 
plying, that to be diſobedient to the 
counſels of God, and to perfiſt-in our 
own ways, notwithſtanding all Gods pro- 
miſes and threatnings, thoſe motives of 
perſuation congruous to humane nature, 
1s to diveſt our ſelves of our preemi- 
nence above Brutes, whoſe months muſt be 
held in with the Bit or Bridle. It 1s to for- 
fake and fin againſt that Reaſon which 
differences us from them, and to be falſe 
to the main diſcriminating property of 
our nature, and to ſuffer a degradation 
with that famous King in Damel, to 
have'' our heart changed from mans 
heart , and to be of choice what they are 
by the neceſſary condition of their na- 
ture. 

It amounts to the ſame- thing that the 
wiſdom of God i very 'many places-of 
Scripture 'makes the ſhameful name of 
Fool the ordinary denomination of the 
ungodly, So that. every man, almoſt as 
often as he reads: Fool in the Word:of 
God, widerftands wicked; and the Wiſe 

82 7: he 
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herinterprets the-gooad: and now unrea- 
ſonableneſs 1s:rhe onely explication_ we 
can give of Folly, and makes up all the 
conception we can frame in our minds of 
it: Fool primarily 1s the name of per- 
ſons who are groſly deficient in the com- 
mon furions of Reaſon, and have ap- 
prehenfions and diſcourſes greatly abhor- 
rent from it. But thereare alſo another 
fort of perſons that have equal right to 
the ſame denomination ; that is, ſuch 
who in their greateſt and neareſt con- 
cerns, (unleſsany thing be nearer to them 
than their own Souls) obſtinately reſiſt 
that Reaſon which the other want, and 
in their affe@ions, choice, and actions, 
equal the moſt extravagant of the others 
follies; unleſs it be admitted for:an ex- 
tenuation of their follies to practiſe it in 
greater matters, and that in leſs important 
things they give proof enough that they 
want no wit, and that they are but what 
they-will, as1f it were a mitigation of the 
ſleſne of Folly, that it 1s wiltul, Howe- 
_ verinlaying folly to the charge ofSinners, 
God intimates this, that we muſt account 
to him for the violence that we do:to our 

| Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, and hath implicitly approved 
that known ſaying, Ay 0 oph# wand @ 
Ty O16 Tavloy br * that Reaſon is thewoice 
of God in man, that he is diſobeyed in our 
diſobedience to that. 

Therecan be nothing more tull to our 
purpoſe than that exhortation or reproof 
(for it is both) which we findin the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah ch.46.v.8. Remember this and 
ſhew your ſelves men ; which words muſt 
underſtood as expoſing the ſhame and 
folly of. Idolaters ; but in that one fan we 
havea'ſpecimen and proof what affronts 
a mans underſtanding - mult put up, when 
he 1s under the power of his fins. For if 
thoſe fooliſh Idolaters would. but - bave 
conſulted with their Minds and Reaſon, 
they might inform themſelves that it was 
a very abſurd and ſhameful thing to {ce 
Man the Lord of this vitible Creatian, 
doing. an- humble reverence before, may 
king folemn Prayers and: Penitential Cony 
teſhons:unto, and imploring the mercies 
of the Stock of a Tree 5 that 1t is equally 
abſurd-to make a god, and-to- pay divine 
honour to: what himſclf-doth make, to 
fay to: the Wood awake, and to wg nec 

Ork- 
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Workmanſhip, Deliver me, for thou art my 
God; undoubtedly a man muſt do vio- 
lence to the humane | underſtanding in 
bowing down before the oodlieſf or 
richeſt [do], though it were that large Fa- 
brick of Gold, the pride or ſuperſtition 
of King Nebuchadnezzar (et up, how hard 
ſoever 1t may ſeem not to commit ſome 
Idolatry to ſo much gold. | 

Nor yet will it relieve them to exte- 
nuate the Idol into an Image. Firſt not 
before God ; for he concludes under the 
guilt of the ſame undiſtinguiſhedTdolatry, 
the framing any likeneſs of his glorious 
God-head, ch.40. v.18. To whom will ze 
liken God? or what likeneſs will ye cotmpare 
unto him? Nor ſecondly, could they 
Juſtifie 3t to their own Reaſon, which 1s 
able to inform them, that it is impoſlible 
to frame any pretended repreſentation of 
God, but what mult needs be injurious 
to the divine glory; for what can be 
more diſhonourable unto him-than-to 
think that the: God-head 4s like: to any 
thing that mans Art can frame: ifeye will 
ſhew our ſelvesto be men that 'are (his 


Oti-ipring. So-we muft conceive: of him - 
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as S. Paul teaches us, AGs 17.29. Foraſ- 
much then as we are the Off-jpting of God, 
we ovght not to think that the god-head js 
like anto gold or ſilver, or ſtone graven by 
art and mans device. For what Artiſt can 
engrave or paint a ſound, or favour of 
voice, any internal quality or vertue ! in 
what colours or ſhape will they give us 
the likeneſs of Wiſdom , or Truth, or 
Faith, of a pure mind and Spirit : thuch 
leſs can all the Art in the World give us 
the image of an infinite Spirit radiart 
with all the glories of immenſe Wxdorni, 
Power, Holineſs, and Goodneſs. Whar 
bold Pencil dares attempt the unap- 
proachable excellencies ? But it is not 
onely the fooliſh Idolater, that 1s liable 
to the reproof in this Text; for by Anas 
logy and parallel Reafon it may be exten- 
ded toall wiltul Sinners in general, and 
not onely becauſe wilful (ins are 1nterpre+ 
tative and vertual Idolatry, being both a 
defetion from God, arid a preference of 
ſomething before him which 1s as unwox- 
thy of a competition with him, as ati Idol 
is to fill his Throne. And 1o it feems to 
be accounted: by the Spirit of God ſpeiks 

D Iz 
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Ing in Samwnel, 1 Sam.15.23. and not only 
for that reaſon doth the reproof of un- 
reaſonableneſs belong to all wilful ſins, 
but alſo becauſe in their own nature, and 
In their certain and neceſſary conſequen- 
ces they are as repugnant to the undou- 
bted principles of our common under- 
ſtanding 3 and I hope e're I have finiſhed 
this Diſourſe, to make it evident, that to 
fin wiltully is. no leſs unreaſonable than 
to make ſacred oblations and earneſt 
Prayers to a piece of Wood, whoſe other 
Part we make no icruple to burn. 
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N order to the making good the pro- 
# poſition to'be proved, I think it need- 
ful to note;that the wiſe Providence hath 
ſo framed our Nature, that the neceſlary 
Principles of Reaſon whether ſpeculative 
or pratical, do notice very deep, but of 
fer themſelves ſo readily to the humane 
Mind, that it hath been- a queſtion, whe» 
ther they are not born into the World 
with the Soul,or do not flowfromit by e- 
manation asL.jght from its Fountain. This 
1s certain, that they are ſo ſelf-evident, 
that we need'neither ſpin not'toil, ſtudy 
nor diſpute for them, by their own autho- 
rity and native evidence, they demand the 
aſſent of all mankind ,, and” we do not 
teach them every-''man his brother, or 
learn them our ſelves by a ſeries and gra- 
dation of reaſoning, but know them by 
Intuition. __ | Prlnedples thee fr 
cern our purpoſe are principles'of action, 
the firſt 2.50% of *common Wiſdom? ' 
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Such as theſe : That the beſt good ought 
to have the firſt place in our account, to 
be chiefly defred, and loved, and ſought; 
the greateſt evil moſt to- be feared, and 
chictly to be avoided : That it 1s plain 
folly to attempt plainimpoſlibilities, and 
todo things which we know we muft re- 
pent that ever wedid them; with divers 
others, things as evident and indiſpu- 
table as the firſt principles of any Science, 
That all the parts of a: Circle are equally 
diſtant from the Center : That equal di- 
menſions Ur numbers, having equal parts 
added to, or ſubtracted from them, re- 
main ſti]l equal, are. not more evident 
than the fore-named principles, which are 
the common voice of all humane Nature, 
and have the univerſal conſent and ſuf- 
frage of all mankind : and therefore in 
provingthat-to fin wilfully, and tolive an 
ungodly life, ,is a tranſgreſſion of thoſe 
and other common and ſelf-evident ma- 
x1ms and, principles of humane Wiſdom, 
I therein, make good the imputation of 
unreaſonableneſs and folly which I charge 
on a fintul life. Having: but now occa- 
{ten to. conſider what is: the revealed 
| mind 
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mind of God in the caſe before us, and 
how plainly he hath declared againſt 1i- 
ving _— I dothence take occaſion to 
make uſe of teour -purpoſe this maxim or 
principle of 'common Reaſon 3 That it is 
abſurd and unreaſonable to be differently 
minded from, and to forſake the condiut# of 
acknowledged infalibility.We may confider 
this maxim as relating both to Truth: and 
Wiſdom both ſenſes it (uffersthe contra- 
diction of wilful finners,and infallibility it 
ſelf ſhall be in the wrong,rather than they 
will ſuffer themſelvesto be reclaimed: 

- T. In the' firſt reſpe&, acknowledged 
infallibility hath an. undoubted right to 
the ſupreme ſeat of judgment, from whoſe 
decrees and determinations there can 
be no appeal, to diflent from it is acon- 
tradition, that is, it is to believe'things 
to:-be otherwiſe than we are ſure they are; 
yet ſo the Sinner diſtreſtes his own mind 
in paſting foryment of good and evil con- 
trary to the determinations of divine au- 
thority, therem abſurdly diflenting from 
omniſcience 5 for herframes conceptions, 
and conceives/ ar opinion 'of theſe things 
as contrary: to'the' expreſs mind>of God, 
420! D3 as 
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as the oppoſite parts ofa contradictionare 
to. each other : He calls things by contrary: 
names, and deſcribes theni to himſelf b: 
contrary chara&ers to thaſle by whi 
God calls and deſcribes them: as if 

and Evil, Honour and Shame, Wiſdom 
and Folly were wordsof aquite contrary 
ſignification.on earth to. what they are in 
Heaven, and the weights and meatures of 
the Sanctuary were not fit to become 
the common ſtandard and \med{ures of 


Good and Evil, and the great Truths'of © 


Gods Word were never true till a day or 


two before we die, or that the moſt evi- | 
dent maxims of Piety were but Holiday 


opinions, which we admit in the Church, 
but carry a contraty belief all the 
World over. But how do they. make 
ſuch different notions agree am 
themſelves inthe ſame mind? while they: 


they admit that God cannot but be mfal- 


- lible, that;4o him there-is light and. no. 
darkneſs at all, | and that therefore all 


things -maſt be what: he: fees: themy :how: 


do they believe themſelves im. differing: 
from him, who they, are:dure 35 10talls-. 
ble? »Thexeisſomeſeſciodtion pak; 
CL SO [Qr 
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for the humane underſtariding eannot 
unite with both parts of a contradiction 


| and admitting it to be impoſſible for 


omniſtience to- be miſtaken, it follows 
that they in being differently minded, 
muſt by juſt conſequence believe what 
they know is impoſlible to be true. There 
is nothing can help them out of this pers 
plexity unleſs they call 'm Unbehief to 
their relief; a mixture of which, Divines 
lay, 1s neceſſary to hold together Sin in 
its being. But it is groſly unreaſonable 
in any but an Infidel to be contrary min- 
ded to expreſs Scripture, and to preſerve 
a judgment of things repugnant to that 
infallible determination. 

2. As truth aſcertained by acknowleds 
ged infallibility, cannot be reſiſted with- 
out making our {clves liable to the charge 
of being groſly unreaſonaBle ; fo Wiſdom 


_ that the ſame infallibility enſures is-of 


double force and efficacy ; for to the evi- * 


| - dence'of truth, it adds the attraftion of 
goodneſs, wiſdom being truth and good- 


nefsin union: ' 'Thongh truth be as beau- 
cifal'as: the light, yet tt may become. ac- 
cidentally qngratefu} , - True and Good 
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are but metaphyſically reciprocal, we ſay 
ſome things are too true; and for holy 
truths the gratification the underſtanding 
may be capable to receive fromthem may 
be loſt in the affence and difguſt they 
give to the affections, and bleſſed is be 
ho is not offended in them. But Wiſdom 
Is a moſt unexceptionable name, all men 
riſe up and call it honourable; it 15a name 
of good report all over the World, Rea- 
{on 1s our excellency, and Wiſdom is its 
perfection, and it needs no other juſtifi- 
cation but to appear to be itſelf ;- no man 
can move a tongue againſt it but to his 
own ſhame; and nothing can be - more 
unreaſonable than to reſiſt infallibly aſcer- 
tained (that 1s)1n a ſenſe, irreſiſtible Wiſ- 
dom, as we read of the malicious Jews in 
St. Stephens cale ("As 6. 10.) that they 
were not able to refiſt his Wiſdom, and 
yetthey did, For when as if that Wiſ- 
dom which makes a mans face to. ſhine 
had embodied ſelf and ſhone in his face 
in a viſible glory, they -were able to re- 
Git it ſtill, and to throw ſtones in; that 
face which ſo. lately they ſaw ſo: radiant 


2. if it had been the face of 4#i Angel, 
'f x QT | (v. 
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(v.15.) and the glory of the divine 
Wiſdom ſhines with as conſpicuous a lu- 
ſtre and irreſiſtible evidence inhis Word. 
Yet Sinners can and do reſiſt it, for theyare 
able to do incredible things,and which (as 
I noted before)would be thought impoffi- 
ble to be done, but onely becauſe we find 
by experience that they can do them. But 
yet infallible Wiſdom hath an undoubted 
right of conduct over all the reaſonable 
World ; yet abſurd Man in walking in 
ways forbidden him of God, fooliſhly for- 
ſakes that Wiſdom which he is ſure can- 
not err, For the Lawsof righteouſneſs, 
holineſs, and goodneſs which God hath 
given us in his Word, are ſo many Ma- 
xims and Rules of infallible Wiſdom 
which conſideration Moſes uſes to excite 
the obedience of that People; Dex. 4.6: 
Keep therefore and do-them, for this is your 
wiſdom ; and in many ather- places the 
wiſdom of being holy and obedient, is 
atteſted by Divine Infallibility, and there- 
fore in: making the wiſdom, made known 
to us by revelation from Heaven, the rule 
of our choice, :judgment, affections, and 
hves, we become infallibly aflured thar 

yr we 
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wethink and chule, love and deſife, hope 
and fear, do and live wiſely. It hath a]l- 
ways been accounted a mighty honour to 
. Socrates to be declared by an Oracle to 
be the wiſeſt man alive; and much more 
doth it conduce to the glory of Solomon 
to have his wiſdom atteſted by a more 
certain divine Authority, and by infallible 
omniſcienceto have all that went before, 
or ever came after him, excluded from a 
competition with him in the glory of his 
Wiſdom; and this honour ſtays better 
with him than the glory of all his great- 
neſs and magnificence, and yet the ſame 
ifallibility hath as plainly and more fre- 
quently atteſted the wildom of being 
holy and good ; fo that in an holy choice 
we put our ſclives into the number and 
ſucceſſion of: thoſe excelent | perſons, 
who by infallible Wiſdom are recorded 
for Wiſe , whom not ondy all genera- 
tions of the Church do conlent to praife, 
but whoſe Wiſdom alſo is atteſted by an 
Oracle. For not onely thoſe particular 
Saints who have had the honour to be 
regiltred by name in holy the Scriptures, 
but the rgfhiteous in general. my” + 
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byithe Oraclesof God. to be the wiſeſtof 
allmen,and that according: to S.Pez.(2 Pet; 
1:19.,) isat leaſt as much- as to be proclai- 
med to be ſo by a voice from Heaven this 
honour have all his Saints to be declared 
wiſe by an Oracle. | This is our comfort, 
wehave the infallible divmeWiſdomtoaſ- 
ſure usin the: way that: leadeth ro hfe, as 
joyful a Guide as/the Star che Wile-men 
law in the Eaſt. Anditrecommends this 
wiſdom to us, that it 1s the atcaimmeat 
rather of Faith than of Argumentation, 
and; requires principally but an honeſe 
heartand an obſcquioas will; and {o we 
captivating all our thoughes to the obe- 
dience of Chriſt, our Faith ſhall- be ac- 
counted to us for Wildom : and Chriſt 
{hall be-made to us Wildom as well as 
Righteouſneſs, and our chief Wiſdom 
{hall be to be led: him; tor under the 
conduct of Inful:bslty we ſhall not need 
todiſpute, but onely ſuffer our (elves to 
bake and. by thns $aith to all the main 
cabin purpofeief Wicks) welkall 
beas wiſe as if we had an Oraclecin our 
breaits. - Bution the other part there catt- 
not by N—_ deficeds more convittire 
P->1c proof 
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proof of the fooliſhneſs of a finful choice 
than that it is dire&ly repugnant to that 
Wiſdom which is impofhible to be miſta- 
ken; for the Sinner oppoſeth his own 
Conceits againſt the Wiſdom which” for- 
med the Heavens and. the Earth, and 
ſhines glorioully in all the Creation; and 
what can be more foohſh than to think 
to be wiſe in oppoſition to the onely wiſe 
God. For a Sinner not to take this for a 
demonſtration, that in living ungodly he 
is fooliſh to plain abſurdity, 1s to add ano- 
ther demorſiration that he 1s ſo. For to 
ask the queſtion over again, what can be 
more apparently abſurd than to deny [- 
fallibility to be in the right? and to diſ- 


ſent from him whoſe infallibility alone is 


able to over-ballance the ſuffrages of all 
the World, though all fleſh had corrupted 


their judgment? 1t being far more credi. 


ble that all. the World ſhould be miſta- 
ken, rather than God who: cannots and 
3ll the men inthe World be found liars,ra- 
ther than God, for whom it 3s inepoſſuble to 
lie. So that. this 1s certain ,: that: he that 


will retain his fins hath' onely an impoſh+ 


bility to relieve him, but he muſt be :an 
undoubted 


as wen 2A of 
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undoubted wilful Fool ;. ſo he muſt' be, 
or that muſt be which is abſolutely 1mpoſ- 
ſible. Let him confider 1t well, and, then 
tell us what can be more. unreaſonable, 
than to perſiſt in his own will in ſpight of 
Demonſtration and Infallibility. 


h—_ 
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N the next place: to the foregoing abs 
ſurdity, I add another of the like, pa- 
ture, evident in the choice, of a ſinful life 3 
that is, That itis to forſake the counſel of 
a moſt undoubted Friendyzand to give ones 
ſelf to the condudt off a rookeiief Coane: 
and be ruled and'led' by: wiles,, which-yve 
are ſure are intended for our deſtruQion: 
which 1s to do violence tothat' ſelf-evi- 
dent principle of natural Reaſon, ''that 
love and goodneſs is to be truſted before 
known crafty malice. To 'do repugnant 


; hereunto 1s equally unreaſonable and -un- 


natural ; ſo that ſcarce any inſtance'can 
be produced of the like, ſo much as a- 
monglt brute Creatures;.the filly \Chicken 

will 
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will not leave the wings by whoſe kind- 
ly warmth it was generated, to commit it 
ſelfto the talons of the Falcon : for-no 
Creature-is ſo fooliſh for it ſelf as the 
Sinner. 95 

I. The firſt part of the abſurdity char- 
ged on him, is to reject the counſel of 
God our ſureſt Friend, for whom it is as 


impoſſible to.adviſe- us to our wrong, as 


It is to deny himſelf: for it is infeparably 
belonging to him to be good ; goodneſs 
1s thechicf notion we muſt have of him, it 
_ ts his nature, it is himſelf; and that is the 
hope of all the ends'of the Earth, for the 
whole World hath no other ſecurity but 
his goodneſs. Can infinite ecdnch] give 
_ Hllcounſe]? and if. that be impoſlible, is 
itnot'groſly unreaſomble not to follow 
that counſel which 1s impoſhible not to be 
go0d? To undertake to give advice, is 
toaſſume the part of a Friend, inall whoſe 
ſyuafions ' we look for goodneſs and 
indneſs; and 'would or can God, infi- 
nitely good, perſonatea Friend to deczive 
us the better into -an il choice, and ir a 
friendly perſuaſion. practiſe a wile upon 
us? Toſay thus of him; is to blaſpheme 3; 
LEV tor 
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for to do ſa(as we are preſently to ſhew) 
7s0ne chief accuſation that-we men have 
againſt the Devil. Bur. to conſider-it 
nearer, how. ſhould we ſuſpe&the-ſlince- 
rity of his counfels ? The: eternal God- - 
head 18 not ſo indigentas'toneed to'ferve 
it ſelf of us by ſuch diſhonourable arts; 
for it is not fo conliderable: to him whe- 
ther or no we are wiſe: 6r. good ,. that 


he ſhould forſake his fiacerny and per» 


ſugde us. toour loſs, that he; might have 
the. profit of our converſion,» We muſt 
admit: ſuppeſitions, that ſcarce any are ab- 
ſurd: or prapbane enough to conceive, 
ere we cat: believe: that the bleſſed God 


would perſuade and counſel us into a 


courſe of life, which ever we ſhould-find 
juſt-peaſon to repent of. Though: you 
ſhould ſee Princes deſcend-/ from their 
Thrones tv. flatter the Worms of the 


- Earth, oruſe the molt crafty wiles toen- 


ſhare poor worthleſs Flies, yet even then 
never believe that God under colour of 


advice-would deceive us, and give the 


obetient juſt matter of complaint againſt 
his counſels. Moſt undoubtedly we 
way ſafely truſt bum, infidelity in this caſe 


. 
F, 
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is as unreaſonable as any thing in the 
-whole compaſs of fin; and whether we 
confider God as our Creator or Redee- 
mer, we have. juſt ground to commit! our 
ſelves unto, and- repoſe our ſelves on his 
faithfulneſs and goodneſs. 

1. How ſhould the bleſſed Creator 
deceive the warranted truſt of his Crea- 
ture? It isthe right of Creatures to put 
their truſt in him; and he afſumestohim- 
ſelf the name of the faithful Creator. (1 Pet, 
4-I14.) Every thing is apt to ſhrowd it 
ſelf under the Author of its beings and 
every young thing preſumes an a right 
to.the Paps belonging. to : the Bowels 
from which it is deſcended, and deſires 
' no Other ſecurity but to be defended 
from them :. much more are we ſecure in 
the faithfulneſs of our bleſſed Creator, 
who hath implanted on almoſt-all Nature 
kindneſs and faithfulneſs towards all her 
off-ſpring, and we eſpecially are the off- 
ſpring of God. 

2. As Redeemer, God hath ary eſpecial 
right to our truſt ; how, ſhould not God 
counſel us for our good, who hath not 
with-held from us. his own Son 2: and 

therein 


[LCL FR, OY TAE MW TT % & 1 


to Principles of Reaſon. 
therein he Bathgiben aſſurarte witto'all 7 
that- we- may truſt to 'the faithfulneſs of 


fopreat love;: for we may faftely } cpm 


our ſelvestothe cofidutt of-Love fo fy 
atteſted as the love of God tbus'in A, 
Now that: our Lord hath afcertained 'us 
of his good-will- to 'our nature, 'by affas 
ming it int&/his own perfor, whin we 
might have expetted rather that'it ſhould 
have'been error him; now 
that thoſe amazing difficu}ties aud diſcou- 
ragements that ſtood in the way of his 
kindneſs to us could not diminiftvit, now 
he hath: endured the' croſs' and deſpiſed the 
frame for the Tove! wherewith he loyed 
as3- can we ask any-further ſecurity 'e're 
we ſuffer our ſelves to be led 'by him? 
if what 'our” Lord hith done for our ſakes 
be not ſecurity enough for our affiance jr 
him, then alt Paith nnd Truſt m the Wortd- 
1s-nothing! but/an:expolng'our' ſelves to 
be.abuſed;z then let''the- helpleſs” Infanr 


_ ask-ſecuriry of its Mothers Bowels , that 


db\not- corivty ſome deadly poiſon 
into the Breafts'whereat itſucks:' and ler 
the:rBrahches! as ſecurity of theit Root, 
NR manta up: . malignity in the 
viea | 
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vital-juice.they draw from itz then ex | 


oe ing 1n all nature remain ſecure, but 
et. an univerſal trembling take all-the 
Warld in fear, its foundations will prove 
falſe ro their truſt, and throw it into ſuch 
another Chags as once it was: that aut 
gracious Creator and- Redeetner - {howld 
deceive-or miſlead us,. it to be the 
laſt of all our fears: With how muth 
candor doth.our Lord make profeſlion of 
his ſincerity towards us, ſaying, If it were 
not ſo, 1 would have told Jon, Joþ. 14. 2, as 
if he had ſaid, You may truſt;me, I have 
no.defign upon you, I ſeek not yours but 
you; and the. ſequel proved. that he fer- 
vedno end of his own upon us, but onely 
to take in us the pleaſure that, the grea» 
teſt love finds in promnng the. happineſs 
of its deareſt objes, and well may we 
allow him. fo reaſonable a gratification. 
It is a plain caſe our Lord:would not de- 
ceive the Souls for which he died; and 
not to truſt, his counſel, is to. be injurious 
to the greateſt love in all the World. - But 
It is the language of a finful hife,, thatthey 
cannot traft their Saviour whorcalls them 
to;repentancey as #f they; thought = 

1-8 elves 


——-— na an ah. ow > 


avababaantts.. 4 7 7 


| to Priveyples of Reofen. 


fk 


 falves! better already than his counſels 


tould make: thera; and. yet ava proof of 
his fidelity hedied for us, and of his abi- 
lity to adviſe ys, was an eye-witneſs of 
bath Worlds: | Theſe things well confi- 
dered, it becomes manifeſtly ubteaſonable 
not ta reſign our ſelves to the Candutt of 
the greateſt love and higheſt wiſdom, 
which great-qualificationis tor a tru(t can- 
cur in the perſon of Chriſt our Lord. 
- 24. Ye in the-next place ſee famethihg 
more unreaſonable in a ſinful life; which is 
tobe perſuaded and led by a known ma- 
licious Enemy,' and to take the counſel of 
Wiles, which we are fareare deviſed far 
our perdition,that is;the ſuggeſtians of the 
Devil; an acknowledged enemy of our 
Souls, and believed to be ſo as univerſally 
as he 13 believed to be at allz the readije(t 
eonceptions we frame of him, 1s to be an 
Enemy to God and Goodneſs, and the 
Souls of men ; and to confirmusmn this 
belief, in the ſedycement and- perdition 
of mens ſouls, he reccives a nughty gra* 
tification 'of his proper nature as he the 
thing he bears tbe name of, that 1s, the 
Devil : to -promiote the. doſtryttion of 
Ez Mattkhind 
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Mankind is all the diverfion he can find td 
Telieve him: from his Hell : and himfelf, 
thereby he enjoys the pleaſure of a ſucceſs 
ful. malice againſt Heaven, with whichhe 
hath an irreconcilable enmity, and of fru: 
ſtrating in ſome meaſure theend of Chriſts 
manifeſtation, which was to [deſtroy the 
works of: the Devil; and in deſtroy 
the Souls for: which Chriſt died; he takes 
ſome degree of reverige on him; by whom 
he hath beenled in triumph. No rave- 
nous Beaſt is more greedy: to-fack :the 
bloud of its prey, than he to! ſuck: the 
bloud of Souls, and it ſhews'a malice 
worthy of himſelf, to be fo indefatigable 
as the Scripture repreſents him to be 1n 
miſchief. We may be allowed fome ſ& 
verity on'a ſubject ſo well deſerving: to 
hear ill of'us men, though certainly; 
there beany belief to be given to the evi 
dence of ations, moſt people donot think 
bad enough 'of the very Devil, 'and this 
tame World hath forgiven him Paradiſe 
loſt by his Wiles; for how elſe ſhould 
they truſt him? after a miſchievous dely- 
fion it is unaccountable folly to ſuffer him 
to deceive us'a ſecond time; -according 
4 | . ro 
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$6; our beſt underſtanding, it proved be- 
yond his hopes -to be ever truſted, more; 
forhow:cold-he. but think but that. by 
ſuch. a vile-cheat he. had ſpoiled himſelf 
for a Deceiver-forever, and that it ſhould 
beimpoſhible for man ever, to confide in 
the ſame counſel by which beſo miſcrably 


- fell; unleſs hecould foreſee (as it wofully 


happens)that fallen Man would prove falſe 
to-himſelf;-and in, things of ſpiritual and 
eternal conſequence baftle his own under- 
ſtanding,and|be never the wiſer for all the 
experience his Fall ſhould teach him, nor 
for all the reaſon it ſhould leaye bim, What 
more. unreaſonable than to take; counſel 
of ſuch an Enemy, and to venture on the 
pratice. of his; ſuggeſtions, 'who Drovghs 
Sin and. Death- into- the; World. 5:-and 
who malicionfly perſuaded- us\into 'that 
fatal miſchief, far which we havengt., yet 
fried our eyes,, and arelike, tq;gamourn- 
ing to.our Grayes ? And ſhall we be ruled 
by his cougſtlsagain, who magethat great 
alienation. between God d-and: Man , 'and 
hath expoſedusto his wrath, ag whole far 
your js our |ife3,and made jus unable. tq 
ous his pretence,, rWINOR: which it is 
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Impoſlible for us to be happy? If 'we 
have any-ſenſe of our conditivnh, vt think 
it like theimifery it is, tobe fallerj,and ds 
miſs our innocency, and repent of our #6 
volt, in all reaſon we ſhall bewtre how we 
take counfel of that malicious: Seducer. 
He hath indeed an il name amorpit M1 
then, and yet his defigfs edfitinually rake 
as if they ebuld not ſulpe@ wy tHilchief 
where they ate ſure they 'pive 16'lirtle 
provocation. In other caſts re fcjent 
ground to- ſafpe& atyy counſel which we 
underſtand to have been an Enemies cor 
trivance. Hot Ithutws velit, ſb Wrteitny would 
have itlerves always for ghavgwthantofill 
counſel, ahd at Iealt ft is W2Agh to ret 
derSih k'thoſt fiſpetted thitig, that It #2 
pratification ' of the great Efiemy of our 
Souls. ' We a grant that 'Sifris ether the 
Devils i#hedinte faggeſtion, or his taf+ 
ditig eoffſel redorhmended to the World 
by all the fubtlety 'and wrtifiee vF2 tal 
Hious wit, ard that excited By s miptity 
bes] he hiith-for His 'oWn Ritgdbth5 '2H4 
therefore td hearken 't6 Hith, 4$Y0 thke vn 
known temprativhn for-cbunſel,'wnd wile 
fully to tread in'afnart Which we know 


to 


to Phineiples of Reaſon. Jy 
to be ſet to take us, from doing which the 
_ Birds of the Air are hindered by 
their own na lagag ,gndif an Bird 
or Beaſt do Fe 22 we ſhould be 
ready to blame Providence for leavin 
that part of Nature unprovided of fuſſ- 
cient inſtinffor its own ſecurity and pre- 
ſervation. - in this cafe we cannot make 
our Enemies rejoice but to ouf own ſor- 
row, and to'give them matter'of tramp, 
iseo be ſure to. defeat our ſelves : and 
therefore it is'a'very material confiderh- 
_ whether Sn courſe Coeſbate be "goot 

to be matter of joy amo 

oramongſt THRediia NOSeks F Dit 
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TT is, likewiſe an evident principle::of 


- | Realon,.and an; allowed';Maxienotf 


-Wiſdam,, that it # plaitly whreaſonable:to 
cls mhat, we know we --mſt repent; that ever 
we havegdone it. With all men, and tnall 
'calcs- it.is allowed for'a good. difluafive, 
.You willxepent it ;- Aderit. termpus cum -3þſc 
tique.ſe oderit « that is,, tþe;t24re - will come 
when Je ſhall hate hinelf jos what he bath 
done ; and even as. tt Were to hate-ones 
ſelf, is one chief ingredient in the chara- 
fer of Repentance. Says the Poet when 


he (asit were) ſees Turnxs his hand ready 


to give that fatal ſtroke, 


w—— —_—_ 


Turno tempus erit magno cum optaverit 
— -» -repptum 
IntaGum Pallanta —- 


As-if he had ſaid, Hold; you will repent 
it; for with the ſame ſtroke you give a 
deadly wound toyour own life. Butthis 

| Is 
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rarer yof — doth 
they know : the 'Tepent:0f 7"arid 
(which rodigeciaſhy unreaſonable) in 
tending fo:to:do rthat is; they perſevere 
tofin,notwithſtandingtheknowledgeiof | 
ſuch amecttlaty canſequence, as to) repent 
everlaſtingly,7or inzprefuraption/ of -theh 
aireſerveas the |benefitiof:2 more {©4 

repentance: Let them make their choive 
of what part of unreaſonableneſs rhey 

eto take; if thetlatter” - i! 1 

ſcemthe faferof therwo, yet | T3 Boullgy$ 
{ce tiow: 2inreaſonablea thing: pevarage 
It toifo:do;for reperitance is _— 5 
of fooliſhly: done, [1209 15S) 
bhaverdone wtry fooliſhly; :are> the words-of 
Damads __ ony!'2 Sam2 4.10, 


tance throws the thame of 'Follyymro'the 


-Sinners face; and tt 1s unreaſonable todo 
aknown:fooltfh thing;:and{uch's 
fappoſes 1in'to: beknowndo tobe: Ries 
pentance-is: but after-wity: and/ byrwhast 

pon Wiſdom all we make:a wit 
fub--ſt rack,” in: cart woerhe ſometbroken 
the: fhipwrabkeriVeſlel: 
me! fafe ſhocb?! Lov take fome 


in: preſtimption:of the. fine 
#) 


ol 
21201 


of ſome 4wtidite pollible to be hadd>! But 
gf we | examine the.nature; of :this:[Orace, 
and what particulariaffections-and aftions 
ofthe mind and heart mult — — 
 Kitude/'true repentance, as the;Scripture 
beſt deſcribes.tt-v0 28, we ſhall-find ſuch 
 t6hethematuredfitias convinces theway 

of fin to-be manifeſtly unreaſonablenn-the 
Sinner ,. who-/purpoſes and hopes to re- 
98 It is well known; that Repentance 
both-it the ſtgnification of the word in 
eve Ofiginal 
ment; and in the Nature of thething it 
ſelf intended by that 'riame  fignifies 2 
chabge of the mind." | But -how:can:we 


aGionorcourſe of attionstobe of mother 
und -tcn-years hence ?''Such a purpoſe 
 Juppaſesthe perſon fo: purpoſingto/bebe- 
Hde himſelf now, orat the time prefixed 
tohim{elf to intend to'be fo : forif he be 
perſuaded that ih domg what the doth; he 
doth -witcly, EINER . madneſs to 
orepentota thing wilthodones 
| tifke be perfaadedrorticomite:Cankah 
@ purpoſe ſcems:tomply) it —— 
ne 
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concermig theſame numerical = 
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toPtenciples:of Reaſon. 5p 
neſt fn doingrthe thmy.to be repented of 
woibe' of a'mind wich he” mtends: ro. 
change,"thar is, tothink it wiſdom todoa 
thing-which he purpoſes tothink robe 
very wnlwiſely done.” / ' -CL EA 
2. Repentance takes into it adeteſta+ 
tioh oF>fin, and our-felves too, 23 becom- 
ing a:matter of loathing to our Rives for 
the cloſe adherence of [ſuck a defitement 
© us, 7 And the Prophet! expreſſes iRe- 
pentance by the notion of foarhing che 
— wy _— wm in fo, 
all As cderd ndey hiave 'committedl 3a 
«il 2h: db0minatidns; and now tb put 
poſt: xo repent, 'ſuppolath' the acknows 
ledped abominable ihature'of Gn, und: ay 
what princip 'o&f Reaſon'oan #ny-tin 
juſtifie his (preſent ettibracing cle 'Gttie 
mg which in ſach-q purpoſe he'ec 


knowwtedgesto be derefraile,' atidepromje 


Milt \cheave to! that How as Food, 
jeh /heittehdsroddteft as the blackEft 
evil? and allow hindelf to do that',” for 
doing whith the mtetids to foath hinwelF? 
But & folniepople fins never __ 
| ut 


but when itispaſt, and when-1t is gonelet 
ipgofor a vile fooliſh hateful clogs that 
as, they: could; have; patiencgi withaany 
thing in'fin burthe:;guilt; th&jonchree> 
mains of it , when the pleafure thereof is 
noimore. *: 7 9' 129271 .£: 
-$G«. Repentance iiocludes: '2, dot- 
tow; which isa great: afflictionof the.mind, 
and:contrition:of the heart, and: is, that 
man 4n)his-witswho ſoberly purpoſes to 
put. 0n the moſt-ſad Glewning 5 odbe 
nivg.; and to make }the moſt ſenſible-ex- 
. preſtions of ſorxow/'for having done that 
thing, from doing which at the fame time 
with (this goodly purpoſe.noarguments 
can reſtrain. him? Is 1t not: WNT 
unreaſonable to,da: that thing, ford 9ng 
which. we-intendto aftlict our_ (elves, 
do purpoſe-to-think that nothing, but: a 
Fountain can ſupply ys with tears,enough 
to bewail.. that; we: have done, is? vls;1it 
not an excels. of Folly, ro makeichgige of 
ſm, which we do; intend ;to,think and 
gelteem to be fe) evil, ithat equalitathe ha- 
ving been gnilky of i,; weanend to think 
nothing worthy, to! prick gurſheacts, and 
to. wound .our.: ſpirits. Whighoth Li 
Mich thoughts 
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flionights we'canhot ibut-/know we, muſt 
think; when we are become the Penitents 
we: promifed our ſelves to he. - ENIS99T-- 

4.->We fmad 10 the:holy Scriptures ;Re- 
pentance repreſented to! us inthe; form of 
a; Judicial' Proceſs, again(t,oun ſelves, that 
it is ,to:accuſe and! judge;:and condemn 
our :ſebnes 2: and : what: ſhadow. ot excuſe 
can'our invention ſupply us with, inde- 
fence-of doing the very-{ame thing; the 
having:dene: which. we-wmtend to make 
the) /\matter: ofa penitential - accuſation? 
ahdrhowcat: we: jultifie the doing, that 
thing, forrhaving done:-which we-intend; 
to: condemn: our ſelves ?; bs ;not, that 
ſtraygely' to-ſet our preſent, and. future 
{elves at variance? Is not-this to. be:eon- 
{cious to-our ſelves ofithe weakneſs. of all 
the defence weare able;co make, for aſfin- 
tul'life, in ſuch a purpoſe; iwplicitly.con+ 
feſhng-that it cannort// ſuceour us even 
fromour;own future,condeinnation. 2. , In 
all true'reafon why. is not.any. man. aſha- 
med to do: what he jntends.to beaſhamed 
that-he-hath done? And. is.he not a,Brute 
for doing that, for doing which be intends 
to; call timfelf{o2. .Realon and Wiſdom 


are 


are ſtedfaſt unchangeable things,theyhold 
conſtant to themſelves and” are'withouyr. 
repentance. - It is "apparently unreaſonaz 
ble-to paſs a judgment which we are ſure 
to reverſe, and to be of another mind than 
that of which we-are ſure to die; ..Cers 
tainly Sin isfuch an4]lboding-thing, and 
tp: = ſo ill tothe Sinner,that itrequires 
acofifirmed” hardnefs' of hearr-to practiſe 
it without promiſing himſelf the'/benefir 
of a future repentance 5 and'':that've 
purpoſe puts him under theifame condem- 
ation now, which he refervesfor himſelf 
be the appointed time; tit is 'an'implicite 
confeſſion that: he is\even now the ſarte 
vile; ſhameleſs, ungodly wretch; which 
he intends to call himſclf at hislatter end x 
ſuch ' a purpoſe makes his fins gobefore 
mto judgment, and he is condemned al- 
ready, even condemned of himſelf in that 
thing which he alloweth. To promiſe 
to turn wiſe ſome years hence, is for him 
that promiſeth ſo, to acknowledge that 
he is a Fool now, and implicitely to take 
to-btm at preſent the ſame ſhame he 4tn- 
tends'to take to himſelf hereafter,” - To 
this purpoſe Arriarmss upon tr 


to Principtesof-Redfon. Gy 
ſons very:.agreeably: : 'NusdY onh wrt. , - 
Me erage, 1 t adre ie 
peer ing Era quutO., &e; Tos 7 that 
to marviow,,. ſome - time hence; you ml turmn 
conſiderate and'do wiſely, that is as mench. ai 
to jay, you will take leave 38 bt ſhameleſs, and 
fovliſh, and wile till then; yes to oy the 
ſes. of your: þ and inſts : fee. whas 
Js wc enim groe-way 
unto ever by your own acctunt; aud inpli- 
cite confe(ſtox. EDS. CHE S? | a 
But for the reſt, who-perhaps for' the 
hardneſs of their - hearts-may- thmk;:ng 
thoughts of ſo great a chatge fromthers 
ſtlves, and make-to themſelves no: ſuch 
unlikely |promites, but abide” the venture; 
Yet if ithey thmk any thing deliberately 
of things of this nature; which then not 
to think on, nothing can be more unrea- 
ſonablez then they cannot but think and 
expe& that they muſt repent 3 for how 
can they think God would be fo in- 
Jurious to his own glory, as by the impu- 
nity ofimpenitent Sinners to juſtifie their 
derifion of hisways,and of them that trem- 
ble at his Word, and ſuffer his Enemies 
tolike and approve, and applaud them- 
ſelves 


> 


| 
| : 
| 
| 


yes for cver,: and toi iſt unchangea: 

inan ertor ſo derogatorytohis glory; 
as:that: there 15 6r..Ever was any wiſdom 
outof his\ways;:and:4n. contradiction» to 
him: It muſt; nat be;'but.they muſt-'and 
ſhall. all repent; and whatt heycannot bat 
expett to-repent of; is unreaſonable'tobe 
done, and. it1sundoubted: Folly ta:dothat 
which a man muſt. eternally. wiſh: that'3e 
were undone.::In concluſion of this head; 

let me leave this advice, let no man pleaſe 


-biinſelf, that thpough-heknows he muſt re- 
pent; yet he: hopes.it' may be long firſts 


for:a.certain-Repentance, though: never 
ſo. remote, is; aſure. proof of a fooliſh 
choice, and. the more:remote.Repentanice 
is, the more bitter-1t1s,' and the:farther 
_—_— from us, It 19 ſl nearer to. rEmMe- 
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to Principles of Reaſon. 65 


SECT. V, 


Tis a ſelf-evident maxim: of the unis 
verſal reaſon of man, that it is abſurd 


to attempt an acknowledged impojſibilityz 


and this we lay tothecharge of all men 
who perſiſt unreclaimed in the common 
revolt from God, that they purſue and 
look for happineſs where it 1s apparently 
impoſſible that they ſhould ever find it: 
we are not more unanimouſly agreed in 
any one thing, than in an univerſal defire 
to be happy. It1s the language of all the 
Humane Nature, Who will ſhew ws any good? 
that is, ſome commenſurate good, that out 
ſouls may find an happy acquieſcence in 
it: Even ſuch as take courſes moſt repu- 
ant to that deſired end, and of choice 
takethe way that leadeth to deſtruction, 
and as to thechief courſe of their lives do 
the ſame things, .as they could but do if 
they were confederate with the Deſtroyer 
againſt their own ſoulsz even theſe by 
-an inſeparable law of unverſal' Nature 
F aſpirs 
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aſpire after happineſs; for very Nature 
cannot but defire to enjoy the comple- 
tion, fatisfation, and perfection of all its 
capacities and faculties, and that is Hap- 
pineſs. 

But we muſt confeſs that the happinels 
that determines this univerſal conſent is 
it ſelf an indeterminate thing, for take | 
happineſs for that determinate thing that 
tis, and I will almoſt as ſoon find Rheto- 
rick to' perſuade a Rock out of its place, 
or a River to alter its courſe, or the Sea- 
ſons of the Year to ung. naps times, as 
petſuade ſome men to their own happt- 
neſs: Yet happy they will needs be, but 
it is upon impoflible ſuppoſitions, that is, 
provided {omething do make them fo 
which cannot, and that ſomething give it 
them which hath it not to give; that 
they may not be at the pains to go to Hea- 
ven for it, the. onely place where it is; 
or that they might go thither by deſcent, 
that they might attain the end without 
the means, that they might'not diſcotn- 
pofe themfelves in putting off diſpofitions 
and affections incompatible with happi- 
nets, and that it would deveft it ſelf of 

1996 | its 
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and;conforto to-theirs, and/become: a car- 
nal worldly:and fenfual 1hing, and lexve 
the dwellings 'of the Blefſed: andthe {o- 
ciety of Angels, and come and mingte-it 
felf with Fe rg and -keep/them com- 
pany i» their unholy ways 3/10 ths ſenſe, 
and with theſe ſuppotmons they would 
be happy, even whether 'they can; or no, 
yea though they.know they cannot. - Cer- 
tain'it 5s that all men would 'be: happy, 
bar forthe moſt part they rake the/mott 
unhkely courſes: to :make . themſchves fo, 
and'/praRtically oppoſe the agreeingexpe- 
ridges of al mar kind of the ainpodſibility 
of bemg made happy by this preſent 


World. And to atteft the infufficiency of 


this World to anfwer to the expectations 
of its Idolaters, I might produce the tears 
of. the great Conquerour , when he wag 
told there was no other World but onely 
thisz for he (it ſeems) found fomething 
ſo great and cap«cions m his breft, that he 
needed I know not how many ſach 
Worlds as this to fill. Neither did this 
proceed from a largeneſs of heart pecn- 
harto htm alone , for in ——_ _ 
2 at 


town matare;card accommodate it felf, 


» 
% 
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hath faſhioned-all our hearts ahke;though 
the propenfions and powers of ſome-ſouls 
need more.to be awakened and excited; 
He, who of all others had the beſt advan- 
tages to: make the experiment, how hap- 
py it 1spoſhble for this World to make 
us, .complains of that: vexation: of: ſpirit 
which 1s the neceſfary reſult of 1o great 
a diſappointment ; Solomon I mean, who 
ſeems to be raiſed up bythe wiſdom of 
Providence, and to beſet as a Beacon on 
a Hill; to give this inſtru@ion toall Ages 
of the Church, that to look for happineſs 
below the Sun. 1s to beſure labour in vain: 
For what can the man do that cometh after 
that King? Providence pave him ſuch 
an extraordinary confluence of worldly 
bleſlings; that he ſeems to need all the 
wiſdom that he had, to be able to retain 
any againſt the aſſault of ſo great proſpe- 
rity: and it is his.own remark, as a thing 
worthy to benoted, that his wiſdoxe re- 
mained with him, Eccleſ.2.3,9. So that his 
wiſdom kept him from lofing the moſt ſa- 
voury enjoyment of all his pleaſures in 
one great mebriation, as not unacquainted 


with the wiſdom of Epicurss his maxim, 
that 
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that Pleafareit ſelf ftands/imneed-of Ver- 
-tueto fix iy it/being otherwiſ@eamoſt vo- 
latile-thing3%and>x0ohe had' not 'barely 
'the dull;p 'of' great abundance, 
as-ſome': who! have: [their 27Freaſares 
but onely-{0y/ as'their Coffers in which 
they lie, may be ſaid to have them too, 
but he had alfo alarge' heart,” and & vigo- 
rous and -inquifitive mind; / and fet his 
heart upon'it, the:experiment how-much 
this World isable to contribute:to our fe- 
licity;;' by: bis-incomparable wiſdom be- 
Ing able to extra@&t all''it had; having the 
art-of enjoying! his great proſperity! an- 
{werable to the degrees of his inimitable 
wiſdom; for-as he» well: knew: the” plea- 
ſure: of every: particular enjoyment; 16 
doubtleſs he diſpoſed them all, as he did 
the ſeryices of his houſe, into the-moſt 
agreeable order, that by ſo 'ordetlya'di- 
ſpoſal and contexture he'-might make the 
higheſt compoſition of pleaſure ;/''for-in 
the purſuance of this: enquiry 
he ' repreſents himſelf 'as 'a 
moſt-elaborate Epicure, and after fo dili- 
gent! a ſearch with-the advantages of fo 
great: abilities and _  apportuminies, 
tr ; 


Ecclefe 2.3.10, 


if 
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14-chere] were arty: latisfattory: jd, 2a 


worthy.ef.our Souls g;why! of all thmgs 
ſhould thati be the: oudy Se [{Nabuge 
ſhould. hide from lion hes B Friend? 


andnowW'is-tti not avatn thug to>hopeto 
find- that .1n the World: which Solouei 
conld goat 27 0) bit 5d warm oil wana 

The moſt materia objection that occucs 
againlt is experiance ,11wll:veeot hack 
in a reproach abated hiwthatſball 
urge it 3 and that is,that his greatowiſdoim 
and the largeneſs of his heart might! nen- 
der ſuch thibgs ryan yr 5298 
which verythingsnthers would fandith 
ſ(elveshappy conan that he m1 ;be 
to0 rigid an exattor; of the: Abs [/ 
definition of happinels; an Tamer mary 
fob curiouſly: ſneking td; be. | happy, by 
Book and Rule: that he 'have 
foupd 'hitſelf more -bappy # he had been 
leſs wile, arat-leaſthad- -not: made ie of 
his Wiſdom to confixe hisFelicity'z þut 
that he deſtroyed it> by too ferere an cx2- 
mination, asþy putting.oureyes tabcloſe 
to. a;eurjous 'Pxture..we deface to! our 
ſelves i ior | 
- manickreams plea(antly; it isfolly couw- 
ken himſelf. | mo al y A.But 
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A. But to theſe things it is. as obvious 
20 reply, That | tends not to, the honour 
of the Objettors, to be content to.think 
themſclves happy in ſuch things as cannat 
make a wiſe man fo; and-to cleave unto. 
for their felicity,what they muſtrelinquiſh 
their wiſdom to. be able to believeit-tobe 
the thing they take it for,andithatto think 


pn cit they mult; renounce a 
true underſtanding; Happineſs is too 
near a Concern: of immortal Souls, -for 
them to be content to have it- butt ita de- 
kivons aq wh dream of Moog 
e us happy, unleſs we might-be per- 
mitted to fleep for ever, And nowthe 
inference is ealie, if we will be happy,-we 
muſt look for that moſt deſire&thing out 
of this World, ſeek it by the direttionof 
Gods Word, and be —_— that .it 
yaſcen, till Goda ppointed time:for- it to 
be revealed : and. ut is mare confſomant to 
-cur. very reaſon-ta- look. - far bleflednels 
aboverde reach of every mortal'qye, and 
I.:a- place of: which no_man mall the 
Wald bath re prague ror 


{apt the Gre(s {ends coor ohe 
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by univerſal reaſon and experience, and 
divine authority. Or ifit be not ſo, ſhew - 
us one man whom this World hath made 
- happy enquire into the Records of all 
Times in all places, and produce his name, 
and ask/ the Sunif in all its travels it ever 
-aw this fight : Indeed when ever we be- 
come conliderate, we can every onetell 
ourſelves that it is an impoſlible thing; 
and our own experience, in every ſtate 
we have had trial of, confirms the vanity 
and diſſatisfaction of ſpirit,” that intermin- 
gles with all an fn and juſtifies 
-our reading, and makes good the allega- 
tions of our Books. We fenbbly feel the 
laſs of Paradiſe which we never ſaw, and 
are ſure that 'we ſojourn in a Wilderneſs 
by the Thorns and Briars that grow 

here, ah 
And itwill-not relieve poor Man ha- 
_ ing loſt with Paradiſe the All of Heaven 
we had here; to think to- revenge himfelf 
on the place by lighting it, thinking (like 
diſappointed Lovers) to remedy his loſs 
by transferring his aftetions, and ſo make 
_ to himſelf Heavenhere,| by loving this 
World -with affeQions due onely to hw 
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bleſſed/place, and. to pleaſe Himiclf thy 
havin That he loves beſt, he hath'His 
grids; Refer ſtill, and doth but chanpehis 
happineſs 3 and ſo by conforming” af- 
fettions to his condition, makes void the 
curſe. For this while he forgers that it'is 
not the leaſt part of the curſe to have 
ſuch degenerate affe&ions, as to be put 
off with-any thing buta real Heaven, and 
to take this World' in exchange for its 
for though we could (as in ſomefort we 
can)'contract the dimenſions of our own 
ſouls, and ſhut up their nobleſt powers 
in a ſtate of ſleep and-inattivity, yea 
thonghwe could leave our ſelves as little 
of the reaſonable nature as is neceſſary to 
make a contented Senfualift and World; 
lingz andthe Sinner were able to become 
as little and ſorry a thing as he would, 
yet retaining but this Jittle knowledge o 
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G00 ore his fippoſed haphitjels, -: 
may be- aſſured: in him 'that-he { 
happy; for a ſhort and” tranſitory” 


bo Repugnancy of She, ; 


4 "NHS 
a1 is@ contradigigqn. ' What ſatisfaction 
CE En nn Sr 
of. this preſent day,, who cannot with, 
Q CAP think of tomorrow2hetha will be 
happy. indeed, muſt be able tolpok com- 
fo wbly before, below, and above him. 


Tis is ſo obvious and plain a truth, 
that every one who ever takes ſuch things 
into conſideration, cannot but -confels 
that there is no happinefs that bears a juſt 
proportion to the nature of the ſoul in 

ral, and more evidently to that exe 
cellent property. of its immortality , but 
that onely which 1s reſerved. for the. re- 


ward of our Faith and Obedience, Incon- : 


fiderate minds indeed, when they look on 
the ſplendor of the Rich and the Great, 
have their weak eyes ſo dazled with it, 
that they ay (yet ſcarce knowing what 
they lay) that is an happy man, or were 
Lin his condition, I would make 


| , 1 waul Ty (elf 
ſa; nothing that bis heart can: wiſhpeal 
is 


he wixh-hold from himſelf; happy.is! 
man. that is 1n ſuch acaſe,. Br the ons 
vied. perſon feels the contrary in bimfelf, 
and his conſcience knows that. he is 60» 


Vi L unjuſtly, and he may be 2s ew = 


we is % 2 fy 
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hicſelf that! all 4tip; proſperity doth not 
make. bm a truly bleiſed:man, by flexor 
der, 4hough he had: Pveslagked $heooty 
vicion of: his Sleep and.Lult, might: eaſy 
haveridifcovered that he was hoGed:::i:1 
Bus afterall experiencebathefhisows 
and others, after thei imalkicereajn proofs, 
avd moſt. conveaive realons, the: Sinner 
ay for iWhat be 4s fare nei 
to find, and will be happy la deſpight 
epofatulity, he will have the claud to be 
ano, winch 'he fs binea2nething<lfe-but 
a:Clond, that ;.hebeftows the fame ab 
f&e&ions an things preſent; a3are the una» 
lienable right of thoſe things in which.aur 
blefſedneſs confiſts, and which very things 
we might have a right unto for atfections 
worthy of them; for it makes or proves 
our right to Heaven to love it like it (elf. 
And again, the Sinner in purſuance of 
thoſe leſs deſerving things, lays out the 
Ame ftrength, zeal, and perſeverance, as 
duly placed, have the promiſe ofthe thing 
in the very ſubſtance, whoſe ſhadow he 
earneſtly, but vainly purſues; for that 
ought an reaſon to be ſomething in what 
he hopes to be happy, on what he beſtows 


the 


oAMiwm..: a 
the ameecſtimation and affetions, undraf- 
terwhat he uſes'the fame endeavours; as 
the-true happineſs requires, both'zs due 
toits merit, and as a: condition: of its at- 
tainniemts'forth& Sinner might behappy 
at the {ame Tate;'s theexperience'cbſts 
him'to prove-himſelf miſtaken.” 

1”. Thus the foolifh Sinner, .after the loſt 
painsand ſtudiesof all that eyer attempted 
It, vainly ſeeks the' 'impoſlible quadrature 
of a'circle, to fix this preſent World ona 
ſquare and bafis which: hath none 3 and 
with” the: mercileſs Chymiſt i tortures? Na- 
ture to confe(s''the 'Gold''that 4t” hath 
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\ SEC.LYI., i os 
Nother #:axim; of ;Wildom/'currant 
| amongſt all menwhich ſuffers inthe 
praQice.of Sin,is,Thet neceſſary things have 
an undoubted right of precedence before. uy« 
neceſſary ones. Neceſſity is wont to ſpeak 
tous with authority 3 it ſays to one.Go, 
and hegoes; to-another Come, and: he 
comes; to another Do this, and he:doth 
it: it, admits neither. denial nor. excuſe, 
and faye onely incaſe of our fouls weare 
not wont to queſtion its right-to- com 
mand us, and we need no teacher to ins 
form us that we mult do neceſlary things. 
Neceſlity is a Law to Prince , and-doth 
not give them leave to diſpute its Autho- 
rity ; and 1t.is. no ſhame' to; the greateſt 
Minds to ſubmit unto it; for it juſtifies 
the wiſdom and honour. of doing all that 
it commands, and for.the molt part gives 
abilities to do it; for '1t opens a Mine:of 
concealed powers, making us to: confeſs 
powers that we. thought got our ſelyes 
| to 
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to have, and to exceed all 
awewsSd- our known abilities; "and 
ſuns DoS it, will-dmit. of a favourable 
erm. aur, © ſenſe that" ve can do all that 

wemuſt, that 1s, in moral caſes 
when' the neceflity difplays it ſelf ro our 
minds-in its fall- evidence and force, fo 
that Sinners'take- a courſe firſt to baffle 
the neceſſity they mean to reſiſt; and per- 
fuade themſelves of ' the needleſsnefs of 
converſion, and conceive vain hopes, and 
make- a ſhift to believe it not to be-fo | 
neceſſary as -it is to repent, that they 
may be able to maintain their impotency 
to:do good : before the neceflityof fa- 
ving: our ſouls rightly ſtated and appres 
hended that imporency which they ſeem 
tobe glad of for an excuſe, will in great | 
meaſure ceaſe to be, and they would find 
themſelves able to do things much beyond 
their ordmary ſtrength , and in ſtead of 
wonderitig to find themſelves able to do 
them, they wilt rather wonder that they 
were able not to'do them ſo long, it bei 
eaſier to ' right reaſon to keep the'hard 
of all Gods commandments, than to con- 
timae to reſiſt fo great a neceflity. _ 
£23 this \ 
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this-ptinciple (like the reſt) wnot a'rhk- 
xim of Policy reſerved amongſt the wiſe, 
nora ſectet found amongſt the reniaihy of 


ſome ſubtle Achitophel; bur it is a ani 99h 


rule ofaRtionamongſtallmenz every nah 
being able to tell himſelf that neceſſary 
things muſt be done, and” this is a ready 
anſwer to the follicitations of leſſer things 
when they ' would obrrude themſelves 
upon us 3 for without the obſervation of 
this rule we ſhall quickly diſorder and 
perplex all our affairs, atd neceſſity-dif- 
obeyed becomes duly revenged on us 
the neceſſary conſequents of our diſobe- 
dience; But in the caſe before us, whexe 
the neceſſity is greateſt, we are rea- 
dy to think every poor reaſon a juſtifix 
ble excuſe, and our Lord in the Parable 
of the Marriage, ( Luke 14. 18, rg.) 
preſents what little as well as vain excuſes 
men ſend in anſwer, when they are expe- 
ed to attend on the greateſt neceſſity i 
all the World, that is, the neceffity of ſt 
ving their ſouls, a thing'{o/ſupremdy ne 
ceſſary,' that nothing, elſe is' ſo beſides tr, 
at leaft' not when compared with it, for 
ſays our Lord Chriſt in commendation of 


Maries 
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Maries choice, (Luke 10.42.) One thing is 
#eedful. There is but one abſolutely. ne- 
cefſary, thing in the World : We need 
not diſtra& our minds, and- divide our 
ſouls and: hearts,' and. live doubtful, -it is 
eaſje, to determine. our choice, when 
there -is but onely one great neceſſary 
thing ;. with which nothing whatſoever 
dares fairly diſpute for pre-eminence, and 
it is by down-right and groſs injuſtice that 
Sinners ſet ſuch trifles before it, :as the 
greateſt worldly affairs compared with it 
appear to bez to make good which, I 
need onely repeat that the neceſlity I 
mean, is that of ſaving our ſouls; and 
What concern can. be pretended to. be fo 
neceſlary as to be happy for ever? And 


it is ſo neceſſary not to periſh everlaſting- 


ly, that unleſs experience did otherwiſe 
inform us, we ſhould certainly conclude 
that no reaſonable creature need be with- 
held by the hands of ſome almighty fate 
from throwing himſelf into the bottom- 
leſs. pit. It is fo neceſlary to fave our 
ſouls, that the neceſlity thereof: ſeems as 
inexorable as that of Fate ;- for how is it 


poſlible we ſhould ever obtain'it of our 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, to be content. ro be miſerable for 
ever ? To which purpoſe we may apply 
that obſervable note of Hierocles upon 
that ſaying 'of Pythagorss, cited in the 
Margin; Auamwes 5 «Þg Tois cupepromy 
1 78 vs ayayzn 7 Kwvry Bras * that is to 
ſay, that a rational neceſſity is as forcible 
with every wiſe. man 4s any external com- 
phlſion, yea though it were a decree of 
Fate; for in ſo important a caſe as that 
before us, the neceſlity that preſles us, 
carries in it an importunity that ſeems 
near as irrefiſtible' as Fate it ſelf; and ac- 
cording to the Laws of Reaſon admits no 
more to be denied than the other to be 
withſtood, and againſt it all pleas and ex- 
cuſes are as fenſleſs and abſurd, as againſt 
the other vain: and now it 1s but reaſo- 
nable to bid temptations ceaſe to ſolicit 
us, becauſe we are in our wits, to bid 
them g _ ſolicit fouls ( if any fuch 
there be) which disbelieve theit own 1ms | 
mortality ; and to, bid the Tempter go 
trie the power of his wiles itt inticing the 
Sun and Moon from'their courſes; for the 
neceſſity of faving our ſouls, is ittits kind, 
as great as that which oy thetti to their 
boy aps 
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appointed Orbs, even the higheſt neceſſi; 
ty that the reaſonable nature. as ſuch, js 
capable to admit? Why. do men ever 
complain that they are not neceſfitated to 
be happy, and that it isleft in the power 
of their own wills to. make themſelyes 
miſerable ! for in truth fo live in everla- 
ſting felicity, and to avoid everlaſting mi- 
ſeries is ſo ſupremely neceſſary, that how 
can we "think our ſclyes at liþerty to ne- 
let it? and how can we. conceive our 
Lives free ſo to do? The impartance of 
the thing contains in it a yery forcible ne- 
ceſlity,and we muſtbreak through T know 
not how many ties and bonds ere we can 
attain unto .the freedom we. complain 
of: Sinners err greatly inbeheving them- 
{clvesto be ſo free as they think they are, 
ro deſtroy themſclves. ' Again, Why 
ſhould they complain that it is in the 
power bf -their own wills to do thems 
ſelves fo great a miſchief ? | when yet they 
- ſeldom complain that it is in the power of 
theirown hands to deſtroy.their hves, or 
that Nature hath not encloſed the Sea 
with Tome Bulwark to. prevent their rug: 
ning into and. periſhing wn it 3, for hg 
me 


». 
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fame thing,” that is accounted- good ſecu- 
rity! in thote caſes, 1s not: wanting in the 
other z/ namely, that they have a reaſona- 
ble \undetſtanding, arid a'natural love to 
themſelves: for what reaſon tight not a 


man be truſted-with his foul as well as his 


life, if +n:the cafe of 'his' ſoul he id not 

allow himſelf-ro'Jo0 unreaſonable things ? 

far of the! yn omnnne of ſaving 
our-fouls,” 

: Or the other: part it remains for us to 
Jopreleme tow an uhneceflary thing Sins 3 
we may behvld a ſpecimtn of the heediet- 
neſs of 1t-in the firlt tranſgrettion.” © What 
need had out firſt Parents: totear'down 
fetit. from 2 forbidder} Free, when bur 
onely one was:forbidden?: having all the 
ather'Trees;'and fach varievy of: delicious 
frnitsin Paradife: both to fied and delight 
thtm;, and butane Free" referved: for & 
proof of ther obedience, and anacknow- 
tedgmenc of the righr of the chief Lord 
ofthe Garden, Creator, had they not 
c_ therſtlyesa wanton curioſity and 
etite?' -W harrreceſlity conpelied thent 
on t Free guarded againſt them 


witlyſuch afeattul threatning, as dreadful 
* G 2 as 
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as the Flaming Sword of the Chernbim that 
afterwards guarded all Paradiſe? They 
could have done but fo if all had been 
forbidden them. What need . had they 
toknow more, when =_ had knowledge 
enough to know themſelves to be happy 
in the love of their Creator, and in a h- 
beral effuſion of his bleflings upon them? 
Greater was their raſhneſs, and with leſs 
reaſon to be excuſed than that of Davids 
Worthies, who brake through a whole 
Army of Enemies to fetch a draught of 
Water for their Lord, which he wasable 
to ſpare;.-and therefore not worth the 
danger through which it was brought 
unto him. Such is the general needleſs- 
neſs of Sin, though the. Sinner ventures 
hard for it , -and breaks to it through a 
troop of mortal threatvings, yet for any. 
real good or comfort he: hath of it; he 
might well ſpare it; elſe ask the man 
who hath truly repented; what miſs he 
finds of: the fins he: hath forſaken? or 
what great uneaſineſs itis to be: conver- 
ted ? or, whichis the ſame, Ask the man 
that is recovered of his ficknefs, what mils 
he finds of his Fever or of his Dropſie? 
or 
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or What loſs it is to be recovered? 

In particular, Sin is very unneceflary 
both to the' being and well-being of our 
preſent life, 

I. Sinismuch moreinjurious than help- 
ful to this preſent life. It was that firit 
called Death from that poor nothing it 
was, and gave it an univerſal Empire over 
allthe' World, and continues ſtill in many 
caſes to do actual violence againſt the life 
of nian; it was for Sin that our bleſſed 
Creator repented himſelf of the being he 

ave us, (Ger.6.6.) and for ſin threatens 

ill to ſubtrat from the number of our 
few years at moſt. In thoſe extraordi- 
nary caſes, which ſometimes happen, 
wherein Life ſeems to need to take San- 
Qtuary in a Sin, it 15 eaie to tell our ſelves, 
that having in our proſpe& the reward of 
perſeverance in well-doing, it is not ne- 
ceſlary to live. -- 

2. If man had never ſinned till to his 
well-being it had been needful to fin, at 
this time we might have been delighting 
our ſelves in-the [Shades of Paradiſe, and 
the pleaſures of Innocency 3 and amongli 
thoſe happy Walks _ the frequent 

3 , =_ 
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and delightful converſation of Angels, and 
have enjoi'd immortal pleakires {pringing 
up ſpontaneouſly within: us from the're- 
ftitude of all our facultics and the utte- 
grity of our whole nature; every look and 
every thought bringing in-apleaſure, and 
theſe,, delights unexprefiible:. mcreaſed 
from thecontinual influences and commw- 
nications of Heaven upon holy ſouls. But 
how are we fallen? and this we owe'to 
fin, which, after innumerable: miſchiefs 
it hath done to all mankind; 1t1s hard'ts 
perſuade moſt men that they-ate abte to 
ſpare, | 7:1 G3 22008 
But- what is the neceſlity of it, attd 
whereunto doth it ſerve ? CL2 
I. Is Sin; neceflary -to ferve us with 
pleaſure? This is fal{ly to: charge God 
with leaving us ſo bare-of-pleature; that 
- weſhouyld need, like Swme; to wallowin 
the mire fora paſtime. Whav necefhity:of 
the. pleafures. of $Sm7;--when we have al- 
lowed us fo many. lawful: ones? whileft 
the vilible and inviſible Heavens minifter 
to. our delight, and: we have fo. large a 
Field of Natureand Grace to walk in for 
our pleaſure : whiteſt we:have the beau- 
| | ty 
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of lipht? 66 1o6k on, and TheHi' Ph. 
objeas ih nature + hope al Fd 
ſbfiſks with'AThiſte deli olit, hd thar we 
ate petmitted” the ibis Pleafure tid 
tranſport of ind, in beholding the glory 
of the divine attributes ſhining fotth in 
all the Creation ! whileſt there ate (o 
matiy Hm great and precious pro- 
ent truths Ln Bbok of 
God,  whitch' entertain all our thoughts 
with ple#fure'in proportion - to the 


* Crength of bur Faith, hd ſanfity of our 


Aﬀections;- and "that there is never an 
Article of 6ur Creed but is apt to'mihilter 
unto us ſo'much pleaſure, as he that hath 


x wot!ld not 'change for to revel never 


{os many days and nights with a volu- 
pttions Hithon and Cleopdtra £' To betake 
our ſelves to 6 in for pleafitre, is to yield 


out ſelves to be bitten with'the arr ; 


Tarartila, to haye the pleaſtite df Tau 
ing to'death. We certainly are ndt ke 
ſhort of pleaſure as to rerider i nece Oy 
ry t6 break to it ovet the fence' of G 
Commantments,ard it wete a ttadier way 
60" it to Jearn' to underfliid" berter the 
foe way of pleafure; on by purifying 


Our 
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our hearts toget the reliſh of the pleaſures 
of Religion, which excel all thoſe of Sin 
in the advantages of Cheapneſs and Inno- | 
cence, of being more laſting and more ſa- | 
tisfactory, and that is-indeed more de- 
lightful. 

2. Is there aneceſlity of Sin to ſerve 
to our ends of profit, and to mingle with 
our worldly affairs 2. So ſome deceive 
themſelves; but this is a moſt vain per- 
ſuaſion, for Sin is the moſt unprofitable 
thing in the Warld; by. the ſame door 
whichit opens to Profit, it letsin an hun- 
gry Curſe, which when it hath eaten up 
all the profit of the Sin, continues ſtill its 
unallayed hunger. To fin is to fow 
'Tares among all our Seed, and to plant 
our pleaſant Gardens with Briars and 
- Thiſtles. And it ought to be conſidera- 
ble to us, that it is an ll bargain tq take 
any worldly: good for . the hire of aSin 
which 1t cannot cancel; that is to run 
inte a far greater debt for an eſtate, than 
the whole Eſtate is able to diſcharge : for 
we are not. redeemed. with ſuch cor- 
ruptible things, (1 Pex. 1. 13.) it were 
more accountable, if all the profit of Sn 

"FILES wo 


to-Principles:of Reaſon. $9 
would: 'be taken'in' compenſation! for the 
guilt 3-bur- it is the higheſt folly to fin ſo 
cheap, when we are redeemed fo':dears 


| and' that, great:!Queſtion''of our Lord 


ſtands'unanſwered inits full force, hat is 
a man profited if he gain 'the whole world 
and loſe his own ſoul # or what ſhall a man 
give in: exchange for his ſoul? Mat: 16. 26. 


| though ſo many. have owed the: fatisfa- 


gion to themſelves todifſprove (if it were 
ble) a truth. that at- once -upbraids 
and threatens them: But Sinners find-1t 
ealierto flight and forget ſomegreat truths 
than to anſwer them. | This ſhews-the 
needleGneſs of Sin, it being as needleſs as 
it is for a man to let himſelf to be: poorly 
hired to undo himſelf. TITER 
It 18 certain there can be none but a 
falſe necefiity of Sin, we might all happi- 
ly ſpare it, though it had never been 
brought into the World, we ſhould never 


| have had juſt reaſon of complaint, that 
| that ſweet dear beloved thing was want- 
 ingtgour felicity ; wecan ſpare it better 


than we can ſpare our very afflictions, of 
which we are more ready to complain, 


'- andunder which more ſenſibly to groan 3 


theſe 


go - \Repiigneig!of Ohm: 
theſe are- mediemal things and-thbtefore 

as much inferior. to that; m therdegrdy of | 
evil'as a Remedy:1s to: the Diſtzlſe 5 bit ! 
that' isa fearful niorta[ficknels, ad one * 
that had good; fenfes complains that the 
anguiſh belonging to it, 16 as if fome* miſ- 
chievous accident had broken.his\ bones; 
CPſal.5 1.8.) aniditis as needful to break 
ones Arm as to wound ones Cohſtience. 
In- concluſion all the: neceflity: of fin is 
onely this, Sinners humour theib depra- 
vedappetites and diſpofitions, and in nia- 
king proviſion for their Luſts feet their 
Diſeaſes, and then they cannot ſpare their 
fins; not for any other.want they have of 
them, but onely becauſe they have. vile 
affetions. ITN 
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ut 
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e-| 37-27 oof 111512 15 Fro 
if- | FYNO.: continue: a fibfub life is to-pras 
3: | | ite contradition'to. that ſelf-evi- 
ik | dentprinciple and dicate:of the common 
& | Reaſon of Man; | That the greateſt hottone 
is | aud frft place in! our account, intention;” and 
4- | endeavours, doth of right belong to the'greas 
a | teſt good; AN! the doubt to a wife main, 
ir | when he 1s permitted: his: choice, 183 mor 
ir | Whether the beſt 1s to be chofen ,' but 
of | whichjsthebeftz and when the difparicy 
le | 1s evident he- ceafesto donbt. We leave 
-- | i tobhildren to chuſe a beautiful Apple 
| before as much Gold as will buy the whole 

| Plantation where ic grew, but we camot 

| allow our felves ſuch-a-chitdiſtr elefion4 

” | butinthe choice of the: pleafares of Sim, 
; wecontitiue; the fame folty. to grep hairs 

| andmake all our days x choice that we 
Mw | woultt baſh to own in: any: befidestrers 
' ? babconcerns; for whick the trueft:excult 
| that. caru be) made; is this ſad! one, thatcit 

* ! B: but inthe: caſe: ob 0ur- ſouls, whevein 
| 191519 onely 
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onely it ſeems pardonable not todo wiſe- || 
ly, not (T hope) for this reaſon, that all [ 
eternity will . be. long enough to repent ] 
in. To make choice of Sin; a thing in- | 
confiſtent with our eternal hopes, is to 


. 


| 
fay to a work of darkneſs, Sit thow there | « 
#2 a-place of honour ; andto fay to the joys | « 


of Heaven, Stand ye there behind my back, | 
or lie you there below my footſtool. "If we | 
do allow to the heavenly Kingdom an ex- | | 
cellency ſurpaſſing all carthly good; and | « 
that the wiſdom of our Creator hath | j 
done it but right inplacing it above the | 1 
earth we tread on, then what our Lord | : 
gaveus'in command, becomes a perem- | z 
ptory dictate of our own reaſon, namely, | 1 
firſ# to ſeek the Kingdom of Quad, St. Matth. | « 
6.33- The poſhbility of the attainment | ! 
thereof being added to its univerſally ac- | j 
knowledged excellency to ſeck any thing | « 
before it, and thereby in our account! to | 1 
diſplace the Creation, is ſo grolly unrea- | < 
ſonable, that the moſt. fooliſh aQtions that | 1 
are; tobe found. in the Hiſtory of all the | « 
1 
< 
< 


Lives:in the World, . are' very. unequal 
to'that folly : and the man who'in ſacred | 
Records ſold his birthright to allay his | 
| preſent 
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re | 
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| | ho the-moſt unreaſonable, that is, the moſt: 


Jit If lendelby _ ol arguments,-yet Foſly'is 


| cnorback bei pf-47 {t1)], a ſhameful: 
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__ mare, 3 and the Prince: who:in 


| prophane Story ous away his Kingdom 


ro.quench his thi make a far better 
defence againſt the ſhame of their choion, 


| than the than he pro phane Sinner, who quits a 


le proſpe& to Heaven in; ex- 


oy $ | change for his Sin: 205 to retain wr 


1s to; make ſuch a fooliſh exchange; In 
\_ not greatly materjal, or of no great- 
ly different worth; we allow for the pe- 
| culjarity of every mans fanſie, andeakfily 
| pardon a:miſtake which it 1s) eaſie tocoin- 
mit; ;but- in things of great importance, 
and where the parity apparent,tomakei 
' a wrong choice -is infatmous, and-ſpeaks. 
| him-that- makes/it to be.a Fool or Brute x 
onely. Cuſtom, which is able. to do ſtra 
things, hath obtained:, that in all poo. 
pertaining to the World. rocome wemay 


o | ſhameful things with little ſhame, and-in 
| cale, of etexpity,) not much endanger our 
| reputation for wiſdomby the malt fegli(h: 
choice: For though Wikdom can | juſtifie 


eatelt pumbers, but it 


od 


da Ripon of Soi" © 
though it have ſo'mighty numbers :onitg! 
fideas' were able to dric up Riverswith 
the” foles of 'their-ifeet; and! Wiſdgm, 
though left alone/in-the perſorof a——_ | 
ele Eliah, (as beonce fuppaſed: 
her children-that'dojuſtifie her be 
{few in: number z3-yert is its owh = 
cation.” For” Wiſdom and Folly:m the | 
choice before us;' ate :as evident as the | 
light, and as diſcernible one” from the* 0- 
as light 'from darkneſs, to: naw. | 
guifty which, there is:n0-need ofany great | 
Skilt;* and it is onely requiſite' nox'to be | * 
blind; for there is nojuſt compuriſor-at | 


all bexween the things-in comperitionifor 
oufichoice, ſo' that tis neceflury nor: to |. 


know or to forget the Heavenly bleſſed- | * 

Relb>to take advantage of its diſtance:and | 

nobility tobe ableto negle&tit;:and:roj | 
make our choice. xbithout  conjpating'the | 
things'to-be'choſen5''for w 
ſot\ is- there'between'a day ana choks | 
ſand- years, : yed ten: 'thoufand Ages; te | 
eween' light [which glhimmers' in # cob || 
which is bot-bright enougty to "make! it || 
folf'diſcernible;: and light : dick ſhines: | 
the Sun- and clears all ke World'? What | 
QUO | compariſon | | 
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lg 25 hc hetwean alittle dead;Water 
erg, and--a-{pring of living. Water 
that_ever flows. without (either gaſation 
ar: end?; | Such,; nay Jeſs-than-ſuch is the 
; | compariſon, betwgen-Earth and Heaven; 
ev | EG ihe. pm Os np Ie ark 
pres rg, an rivers..0 c 
and life, which flow-a;the right band ,. and 
Gad and. af the Lawb for 
euermorg... ( Pal. 16: kt» Revac2261.!) 
| How: ;gan. the pleafures of Sin which 
are but for a ſeaſon abide. a id (6g 
(og, ;wath. the etexnal; joys and:cglbora to 
& e Is it-not/ beyond all; Gar 
EO Sy, vir {@ 18j9108:£te 
nga and ſubſtamigh. cauſes, and 

latisfactory reaſons,,i, than to: laugh:an 
naw's lngle times and-withas little reafon 
in, ——_ Mirth, ang; wieh:thevGoos 
(cience.that there! is ng ſuch cauſe af jbys 
but-ragher to mourn: and tolamenty and 
miſgiving;thoughd excoling 
the Sinner far aocy <9 Put vh oz 
'c ſhall more--evi er:thq 


fully,.conviace / tbe: Sinner: of the'folly 
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if we conſider diſtinctly the things'm com- | 
petition, taking into examination 'what is | 
to be known of the bleſſedneſs to'come, 

and what may be pleaded-andalledged in | 
favour, defence, or excuſe of a ſinfi T ifs | 
and'having placed both in'our open view | 
we may delire the Sinner to ask himſelf, | 
whether in reaſon that bleſſed ſtate ought | 
to be {lighted; or the' pleafures' of Sin 
doth-not coſt too dear at the price of fo 
much bleſſedneſs flighted and put away | 
from him for their fakes? ' © 
T7." Concerning the everlaſting bleſſed- | 
nefs,towards the diſcovery of 1ts Excel- | 
lency:in our preſent enquiry is, Whattis? | 
thar it: is, being/a principal Article of the | 
Chriſtian Faith,” and- atteſted by all the | 
proof atid evidence'as Faith would defire | 
to. have, to warrantand juſtifie*it ſelf by: | 
ay hath'been abundantly made good by | 
many'excellent Authors, to the fall Oft- | 
futation of infidelity, to whieh'Sin'is fam | 
to fly ſo faſt for ſhelter, 'whileſt "the mari | 
pillars of that SanCtuary-are beaten down | 
abour its-head : adi now the'Stiner may | 
take his choice, whether he will force his 1 
underſtang, or  forſake it? that'is; whes | 


ther 7? 


| ry to mighty reaſons? 
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ther: he will force himſelf to disbelieve 
againſt irreſiſtible evidence, or whether 
he will chuſe to live and pra@ife contra- 


r 


© And to: diſpoſe usto thi belief of the 


| Future ſtate of bleſſednefs, it is worth our 
| obſervation, that in our own pature we 
| have ſome indication of ſome ſuch good 
| that weare' intended for, and from the 
| knowledge of our ſelves we may infer 
| [that Heaven ought to bez for if weallow 


! Man to be made in that wiſdom,” which 


' wediſcover inthe accommodation of other 
| partsof the Creation to their-appointed 


b " 


| ends, we may: be ſure by the-largeneſs of 
| our minds:and-hearts that our: good and 


wiſe Creator intended us for ſome 'grea- 
ter happineſs, "than it'is poſſible: by all 


| our wiſdom to:extrat out of this Worlds 
| elſe our knowledge ſerves bar to increaſe 
| our forrow,-atd: our thoughts given us 
| (as we might' well think ) to ſoar” above, 
| beingable umn their aſcent to vie ſwiftneſs 
with the :wings:of an Angek could ſerve 
| onely togiyciusthis uncomfortable infor- 


ww... 


! mation; that we-are.:not happy, having 
| We know. not -how mai dioen 


lions of 


our 


g8& .Repuhhency of Our 
our ſouls.to ſpare, and being by the dif- | 
proportion of our faculties to our enjoy- | 
ments condemned; to 'tternal diffarisfs- 
ion. But God hath 'provided' better * 
for us, ,atid deſigned us fora felicity an- 
ſwerable to the boundleſs appetites of : 
our fouls, and wideſt capacities of ur | 
Nature. wNetr | 
But to ſuppoſe that this ſtate of blef- | 
ſedneſs is, and that it is certainly to'come; | 


it 1$ more - materta] to our purpoſe to ett- | 
quire what it 1s, and yet that we muſt be | 
content in great partnot'to.know, It is | 
diſadvantage to the blefſcdneſs we are 
ſpeaking to be fo far out offight, and'in 
fo great meaſure unknown3 as it would | 
leflen the glory of the'Sun to us never to | 
have beenſeen-from behind a'Cloud ; but | 
God will have us have rtheexercife, and | 
himſelf the honour 'of our Faith, and a | 
clear perceptive knowledge. would turn | 
it into preſent frunion, and 'ſo-diſtarbthe 
order of things, 'and ler down -Heaven | 
below ; .for we:cannot know ſuch things 
and at the ſame time not!enjoy; them, and ! 
eternal life -ts +0 know God and+ Jeſus * 
Chriſt 'our bord, John 17.9. inohe Pu- 

7, radiſe 


i” 4 


Et being't oo great 


' Prncph of Reaſon. %g 
#adifſe es knowledge and Me'lj 

our of the ſame ſtock androot: But that 
thoſe molt - lent things maſticofitiae 
in great known to us 11 thiy 'otfr 
mortal ſtate ob? not more to'their pre! 
judice, than'the immediate reaſon of their 
being ſo redounds to their honour ;" and 
that 15 theit excellency_ ard ” glory; fot 
whieh they caritiot adriut of the rpedion 
of arty unperfected: ahderfttnding's and 


| Whey could bebetter/ knowr't6 us here, 


reaſon they muſt needshave 
And we 
excelent 
Hds> the 
nd Thoughts, 

ihr Tongues tO 
refs or our 'Mimds to concezve 3+ for 
weare permirted to raiſe our expeGations 
toan height to which our theughts cah- 


for that very 
been fo much” las excellent. 
maſt - allow-them! to' be very 
things, -whole ' bn the 
pov ty of” our Tong 


| * not reach, atid to deſign an#hope beyond 


all our poflible 1magination.” Nof onght 
the imperfeQiofi of our hnowledge of the 
farure blefſedneſs , and" inability 'of our 


| underſtanding to foar itits thoſe heights 
j to kffettour acconnt thereof; for, 


x, Somach we do knoweof it zofpeaks 
H 2 It 
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it to; be the. nobleſt- and. wiſeſt deſign in | 
the Worldto preſs towards it, all. t wi | 


we know' of it is all excellency, and. t 


more we know, the more we deſire Sg 


love:. but the more knowledge and 'ex- 
perience we have of things and pleaſures 
here, the more proof we have of the 
vanity that inſeparably belongs to them. 
2. So much of theſtate of bleſſedneſs 
to come isto/be known, as proves it.evi- 
dently.to be a moſt unzeaſonable. thing, to 
{in -to.the prejudice of . ſuch a. bleſſed 
hope; and that he who:;will not be per- 
ſuaded- out of his fins, had need go ſeek a 
place to. at them in, where:he may have 
no proſpe& of Heaven; which. upbraids 
his folly, as well as ſuffers his affronts, 
3- From ſo much as is to be knownof : 


it we may aflure our ſelves that none of | 
thoſe things which are wont to ſeduce our | 


aftetions-from it are able. toabidea com- 


pariſon with! itz; for to/a mind warm:/in # 
the contemplation thereof, how worthy # 


GER, he... 


to bedeſpiſed looks, all the pleaſure of Sin? | 


and. then, how undeſerving the account 


that is. madeof! them do thoſe things look, * 


which- by. a Joint conſent, in,error, men | 
ve | 


> Ai 
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{ Hdve-in the greateſt-admiration 2 when 
at | we'conſider eaven, whats this Farth ? 
ie | ""$:"So muck'is 6 be known” of it as 
d | renders'it inexeufable to have butcold 
x-  affeQtions, and'to'make but weak effays 
es } towards it, 'an&rs take the ordinary-dil- 
e # one ents, or to think to defend our 
nN. | s of itfrotd'atiy of the common'to- 
ls | picks of excuſe} withiwhich Sirmers make 
'o 
o 
d 


| a poor ſhift to excuſe thetſelves3' fo'that 
| we ought to'think It a very importunate 
d | tetnptation that would not take'this for 
r- | ati'anſyer,” Tcartiot ſo" cafily relitiquiſh 
a } eternal bleſſednefs. © 

re | 5. So much of it is to be known, as 
Is | is enoughto juſtifie the wiſdom of com- 
_ | plying withallthe' gary means to- 
f | wards ſuch an-excdllent end, even thoſe 
f | known by the hard"and deſpiſed names 
Ir | of Repentance, atid Converſion, of Morti- 
1- 3} fication and Self-denial,of Fearand Humi- 
n | ley and we need no other juſtification 

; ofthewiſdom = kee ping all ares, 

2 | mandments; yea it va Ber V woes 


the wiſdom: » Apoſt and 

Martyrs, in doing i; kuſlering {5 many 

hard” "things ;-in _— 'all near 5 
or 


192 7" 


WOſee hath. to.endeys; i GIf 20 us, 08d 
nofing phemlelres 49-46 many evils. 
—— huden-toghegyy 
-ABY.£0.- but; ach. - opely; hed 
ot A IIaEEmER of this blefſed re 
for allow: RE RERAG Heap: _— 
.pallible to be told us, and-even 
their finingchey ware both 
Fes And wiſer than; their -eneaigin 
agg PFAfpertys, $9 anych know: 
have of the blaliedneb to 
ela as ought #0 have ſ@.much in; 
pon our aceountgattections, and 
uy, as rok have now gdeclared'; For-we 
owthatime fell (ex Gag, and thatthere- 

Ree le li ho (1gob3-2)- at 
GAY. Lord 5s > arte] 

behold Ns lars Cl 1224-)-28d beamade 
conformable thereunyg, and.jn beholding; 


Oo dwte our ſelves. We | 
CE 


t TA me divine PFo- 
ond. PUT corragtible 
rin nd a: quarts}, immortality; 
þ | 


; flog very bodies fd 
they ny YAM 


2Way, 


ebaug 
Th 29550 > Whats phat 


i and all imperfection be done 


4b. aut 09 uri | 


E 


are capable to know in this mortal 
CESEEE it-(4lf a great 


to. Principles of Reon. 203 
led ſpiritual and heavenly; and hall no 
nee. ' Weary. and deprels our vigerous 

ls jn.their divine aperations, than the 
wings of an levtion in his flight; 


3nd that the children, of-God-in theRo- 
PINE in{cyeral reſpefs ſhall became 
2g to (pe Angels, Lyke 20. 36, Again, 
know that#holſe thar/ are wile (fo wiſe 
$10 00s WY a wile choice, and to 
cle Abe ep rug whe mr; per 
as # tnels 
EATTE (Las, 1243.) aud the righ- 
45 the Sun iu the kivg- 
{ie Fake, (Matt, 13-43.) and 
ESTs 
from #hence for the Saworr t 
gfpe Chrifh, he.will change. aur wile þ 
ood feline it: its roy ps glorious 
fr 3+ 2Qz: gas now: We may con- 


thatithaugh weare-taught that it 
iu litzle of the happineſs —_ thay 


9 


and 3n_any one notion in 
h tis told us, it isworth althe cane 
ditions of its attainment. 


-Mrcies what vey told us in 
t 


104 - Repugnancy of Sir * 
the Word'of God, we are likewiſe told 
-1n equzvalent words, -or may gather by in } 
diſputable inference from the Word of | 
'God, that m that happy'ſtate 'there ſhall } 
-be. ſo complear” happineſs ,” that there | 
ſhall be no room left for a wiſh, to defire 
to be or have any 'thing; but what then | 
weſhal) be and” have; having: no faculty 
bur what ſhall have its urmoſt and 'moft 
agreeable gratification, 'and'evety capaci- 
ty repleniſhed with its moſt proper good : 
and that the capacities of our ſouls, which 
we ſenſibly perceive t6' be too wide fot 
all this World," ſhall yet be futther entar- 
ped ' and -made more capacious," that'\we 
may be able'to live in fo'mucthappineſ}, 
to abide the mimediate- emanations of the 
love'of God, 'and to\ſuftair» the eterria} 
weightof Glory, (1Job.3.2i)forthough je 
doth not yetappear what'we ſtill be, yet | 
we know we muſt in our tiatures be enlar- 
ged far beyond what'now we ate, orelſs 
we ſhouldbeopprefled under the felicity 
and'glory promiſed unto us; and thatwe 
* mult be/'what now we'are not, being pro- 
miſed to ſee God. 6 0G 6 7 09s 
'! And now being permitted ſuch bleſſed 
m7 Sno © qr: 4 aol , hopes, 


good nieh ſhould'in oy 5 


| tural-for hope to give fottte Ln dad: 
| thing Boped for ; Lak it isno li Era 


| anticipated in bope;”butit js not ſo jttthe 
Imoſt delightful anticipations Jeave alf 


Geog" dG Vegi 
protinſed ſatis! fact lon 3 he 


hopes, it'Þs.a moſt | 


[a theJoys to come, Font dyes p 
the glory of God'; RL or it $4 


ative of the” reaſonable 'Nature"to par 
take of renidte Joys, ind*to make thit 
miniſter to our Ackphie removed from 
by mighty diſtances of time-an@" 

yea, ſoattraQive of Plea 1s Hope, that 
in worldly matters'1t 5 a ated; 
whether hopeor fruition be moſt del Ai 


ful?This were fure of, our worldly 
drein/away the pleafire 'dfthe fruition, 
thatwhen a'man cone, the enjoynient, 
he miſſes; ſo' much of the pleaſure, ache 


divine-Hope we are ſpeakirig of, for the 


thejoys entire. Ttisnothere asin worldly 

good'things, where' the ſpirits roapore 
m the ventthat is s made for hope toqalt 
andthe {arch in /gobd part ex 
in previous expetta je, ares man#6ipn 
hin before of the 


<njoys the'ex- 
a" 


1 Es 0 fas Ray bue | inf 
s to Five na previews. jay if 


pe. bozrowe of it, makes 3t 44} All K 
i — 


a0 p ne pen, It. takes 


AWAY.ANF 1. 1t.19 fo commenr | 

brge. to we gra EgS that the frujr 

TR wp ae » but ipfiy 
. aan 5 it 


_ aA AS : Dd 1} 


leaves. as 

me 

Fas =: Gmail ied 

5 Sort 3 "ha 
Rf TR 


crna TE x. = ielig 
; = change , Fa that. it; | 
lelire apy,greater good þ en tae 
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188 pita" | 
hit? Weſhalt haveiothing in'tis difplea ; 
= Hs to i==FR nothing but 'what "Tende 

edt obje as of th divine complacencyÞ 
that ke ſhalt Jove in'us hisown JiKerieſshr 


Ee 'never- have” reaſon to be” 


Mea IN: zrieved, troti led' at* D! 
orto"dnllike our falvEs for ever btit ſee 
cet nn, et to take eternaf-c com 
&y in "our Tlves;-being mide x 
7 op A conform him. 
dy becauſe earthly . _ | 
ws Har F4- nuateJc] 
themſelves Ha be mene al-Jc: 


he Prabſeendetley ' ofiv 


py becairs 'for-"th 
27 preſerit capacities:1p 
would ftfike 4 our, t 


er, pature © to? 
dire er ch 
minds with fo great a-Juſtre as would ra-Jh 


nd Uazleahd <dnfound' than enlighten C 
them, God both'in Wilde {Yom and goodnets 
is'Þ Jeaked'ts give” ns the repreſentation'of 
the bleſs to'come in the'figure-of 
cart things; ſpeaking to us"1t the lan- 
ge of 'the children of 'men : wekhow 
not the proper Lima it + of celeſtia} thi 
nor have- we any words expreſſiveof't 
glory 1s be eoedlc 54nd"; SE eg 
thatthc language" of erty is notto be 
ſpoken | 


Loans 


poly BY 


ws aw ov ba, A Oy 


to Principle of Reaſon. 109 

oken. below Iu ps eWwords which he 
Bard in the hind i me (2 Cor, 13. 4: 
cy eleft them all upon t e place. But Go 
eſo coodeſoenſion, ©» Fafa ens 

eayen ſtoop down unto us in the type 
Ns tis 


a of ſuc \ things as are of bt 


» 
4 


eſt account In this 
ceWorld;, ſo that the Ambitious, the Co- 
mvetous, the Voluptuous may find.under 


$377; | PTR 0: 

JICLAc. ES O el | ; moſt dear to the , 
by he ons in Kin whole Thidowe hy 
f.lhave in. their chaſe.z even, Honour, RE 
$510 210206 £15: Yi { £1) (hls 43, 141-38" 
teiches,Pleaſures indeed to which the things 
i1:Icalled;.by thoſe,names with us, are but 
oflvery dreams. It is ſome favour to,our 
='|preſent-weakneſs, but a diladvantage to 
ar]the real. excellency of thoſe things, to 
aJhave their deſcription given in the figure 
#41 of ſuch things as Religion teachegus to ſet 
&1low-in our account 3 and our affections 
z5F] are drawn towards: them by the names of 
}f | ſuch things, which-it would be no ſuch 
+- | great part of wiſdom to be content to 
x | want, if they didin any good meaſtire ans 
s.| ſwer;to the excellency of thoſe things, to 
e | the repreſentation of which they for Want 
s | of better are made to ſerve, , But wi 
& | mult abſtra@ the groſsneſs and eart ; 
« | 


6 RiWnlbig Si © 


of the typ es and' gutes fron the TAi&# 
toncep Gons we” frame” By thetn "In $i 
minds PE haveny things, Pie in our cofi 
teivings., ſupp! by perfettion 
bet knoti to mortality by their Nam 


24 is further confidetable that the' inc 
geo __ bans and rok 
tl 1ngs ith us arerffa E 
at Ne gs, which are' ſo plane 
CS tchded to us for our defigt ," Arid] 
= to usfor the reward ofotrobe: 
ence * for that "© ſtate is fignred] 
the name of a Feaſt, which denotes al 
ainetce of Adlivacies; and of Mari 
riage, where tothe pleaſures of aFeaſt, 
are fup eradded ſxeh"other delights as © 
cuſtom were woht to attend{uch aJoyous 
folemnity y ; and the*entertainmenit” is tibt 
bnely proviſion but pleaſure too; where 
the 's ef bulinieſs 't" the Gueft is to re- 
Joice, at once to contributeto, and ſhare 
1nthe common joy. 

'But this comes ſhort of othet thin 
of far .more precious and hotivurg 
hames by which this ſtate. 6f. bleſ 
3s Bored to us; as by the" Ix 


I 
l 
{ 
( 
' 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


Ye 
IR 


name 
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£4 name of a Crow), the moſt ſplendid 


oy below the Sun, and 2rhing' bs much ac- 
oz) counted of, AA were made up of the 
ON! refſenice of all inferiour ; athivg 
Tow the grant EN rpds abi 
1 themſeived 3 but yet they that wear It 
off) fay it loads as well as adorns, and com- 


+} plain too that Death forces them tobſ90h 
ofd to reſign it: but the Crown 'm the pro 


{ miſc is all brightnefs without any prefſure, 


1d =_ ory that hath' the' richneſs of gold 


tthe uncaſineſs of its weight, and 


LT ncirotes the heats of the bleſſed within 
| divine ſplendour without the raft 


of _ 'and — 
p/| corruptibility i own 
MW, _— for ro me all ever py we 
15) or it,- of makeany'of irs to 
Ge able hall Hoy” ever t dies 
afy Uſirper or Hetrz*for the bk 
their bleſſedneſs, ahd rey "in yan 
r ever, without" any Prertty ot Sus 
Phis Hate of blades is fkewiſe r6- 
Corfittſended to us andet the tixme'bF's 
Kingdom, and thathwmootablr and et ord. 
A Kingdom it # where 'every Tilhtabirarit 


WEAVES 


112 -Repugnanty of Si. 
weaves a Crown, for there (are none 
there but crowned heads : and every foul 
in glory enjoys in his capacities the whol 
dom 3..as much as if all heaven were 
all his own, as indeed it is {03 that 1 is, ſo 
faras he is capable to have, and to enjoy 
It: as every man. hath as much benefit c 
the Sun, as if none. elſe had -any- ſhare in 
It befides himſelf; as if; as to: Adam once, 
It ſhined to none but to him alone, and 
roſe everyday. but onely for his. fake; 
all the whole Kingdom ſerves unto his joy 
and felicity,” and there is no pane part 
of Heaven of whach he is forbidden the 
delight, and to take any pleaſure that his 
capacities enable him to partake of, 

But allthis -is but little to what- re- 
mains behind to- be ſpoken, -and- much 
Ic. to what remains impoſſible- for us 
to. ſpeak or , conceive:z the. moſt; com- 
prehenſive notion, we have been taught 
of the bleſſedneſs. to.,.come, is that - of 
ſeeing God, (Matt. 5.8.) the beatitude 

oniſed to the, pure m; heart; and of 
= Br as he.1s, (1.Job, 3.2); -Where 
kl ay me toſecGodis M 
and our ſouls to-feed 

6h 


%, ww woes  wI0R Y.- 
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4 on; and be' repleniſhed with aflt:the dif 


1 vine goodneſs, fweernels, lovelineſs, ex 
| TL and glor 


5 iris ſeeitig hint'to 
etjoy in the m res of finite Creitures, 
the ſame blefſedneſs in whictr God' hit: 


! ſelf is blefled , - to: enjoy i in him'the ſame 


pleaſure that 'be enjoys in' himſelf; who 
1s both ours and his own bleſſedneſs, for 

to enjoy himſelf-is an happineſs adequate 
to the infinitenets of bisnature !-and far- 


{| ther' to ſee him, is in ſeeihg tobe united 


unto him in the neareſt and moſt delight- 
ful union;,*-as ' the 'faculties of our ſouls 


| unite with, embrace andireft iPthe ein: 


braces of their moſt agreeable, molt defi 
red , : andi'moſt 'beloved'objeRs.- And 
again, to ſee-Gou'is ſo great hap ppnc that 
tobe: capable: of- hs beatifit febt ſup- 
poſes ustoibe puit/into a T Fon - 
nable perfeQtion : For toenjoy the diving 
fettions we mult fitſt partakeof them, 
that is', be like: God , that we'may fee 
him; and have in-our ſ{:lves'the likeneſs 
of the ſame-pertehons, 4nd be ehar 
into the likeneſs of the ſame' glory, which 
we ſhall be raviſhed to fee in'God'; and 
how like/God:we muſt be'to be' eapable 
I to - 
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14 
| to ſeehim as he is, S: Jebe inimates' 1s not 
noy tobe. known, onely this 1s certain 
that we.mylt be like him. How near like 
to Angels muſt, webe toſitattheir Feaſt, 
and: _ their pleaſures, and to join in] 
conſort with their Songs? {and-/ likewiſe" 
muſt webe. like God:to be capable to ſee! 
and enjoy-him: for how can ſuch a com- 
munion apd:friendſhip as.is betwech God 
and theBleſſed:be between different, and 
conſequently. diſagreeing Natures? How 
fruitful, of -pleaſure the ſight of. God 
is? what tongue can tell, or whoſe heart 
conceive? .For' what: a: floud of j joy muſt 
needs flow into -our. fpirits made perfect! 
in. che intuition, of that excellent glory, 
light, majeſty,; beauty, wifdom __ love! 
which we {hall ſee in the/face of God, ha-! 
ringall our capacities filled, and all our | 
ties delighted and raviſhed with the: 
divine ,communications.: and who can 
conceive how. far God can. and will com- 
municate himſelf to the Blefied, and what 
pleaſure muſt needs accompany: ſuch an 
immediate, participationof, and conjuns 
cionwiththe ſupreme goodneſs? 
It hath been. the opinion of wiſe men, 
that | 


LaIs 
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that .if Vertue were'equally diſcernible; 
with ſenſible excellencies, 1t -would ap-i 
pear ito be far:more beautiful; -and if 
from'a compoſure of colours laid over a . 
Iittle:maſs of fleſh;' with organs and parts: 
diverſified in a due [proportion ;by a di-. 
vine $kill, there reſults ſo' much beauty as 
Is able to detain the eyes of Monarchsand 
Conquerors, and endangers /beholders 
to betray their reaſon toits charms: what 
wonders of beauty are there to be ſeen in 
the infinite wiſdom, 'goodneſs, and holi- 
nels, and all the. divine excellencies evi- 
dently conſpicuous in the beatifical viſion, 
when we ſhall ſee God ashe is: for let us 
conceive all the diffuſed' ways of beauty 
ſcattered over all the/Creation, to be uni» 
ted in one;moſt' lovely objeq: and all. 
the ſcattered particles of good united. in 
one common center of 'goodne(; and all 
th= ſcattered | excellencies over all the 
World abftracted from the imperfe&ions 
which adhere to them, and gathered to- 
gether in one; in. the greateſt purity ahd 
perfeQion, -andyet then we come ſhort of 
a juſt reſemblance of the infinitly more 
tranſcending beauty, goodneſs, and excel- 

[2 lency 


y 


lency that ſhine in their full glory in the: 
face of God; who: is the original and- | 
fountain ofallthat is worthy to-be deſired 
and worthy to be loved; from- whom it: | 
firſtſprung, and whereit{tHll is 1n its grea-' 7 
reſt enjinencyz/for he hath 'not the: leſs. ; 
in- himſelf for all:the communications of- : 
his goodneſs to all his Creatures, '- - 

'It there'be 'fuch a beauty in the: light 
that flows fromthe Sun as1s a pleaſure to! ! 
behold ; and if that 'light ſcatters a ſenfi- 
ble delight overall the World, how ſhall 
we be tranſported 'to behold-that: light: 
which 1s the emanation or breaking forth 
of the glory of God throughout all' the : 
regions of the" Bleſſed, in 'which light all ; 
ſpiritual beauties -andexcellenciesdiſplay,' | 
open and* unfold themſelves ro-our fight | 
in their proper natures !-for- that hight | 
equally diſcovers things viſible and invi-: ! 
ſible, and gives us the open ſight of all the 
ifviſible World. * And how*ſhall we be | 
tranſported 'with the fight when a new | 
World of raviſhing and -glorzous wonders !: 
{hall be diſcloſed'to our opetrview ? and 
what that hight is which diſcl6fes all ſpi+ 
11tual excellencies in that” evidence 1n 
$90" which 


£ 
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which ey ire to'be ſeen in Heaven, in 
which ſpiritual natures behold; know; ind 


:+ | *converle with one” another, whis 1 is able 
. 1-to imagine? / or whethet® we! have afly 
G, | concqaled powers and faculties -in”'68r 


nature'that ſhall open and manifeſt forth 
thernſelves' at! the breaking forth of this 
-Hgbt upon us 3" 6r that'6ur known" ones 
: ſhall be advariced to thatperfecion, that 
{| -all ſpiritual objeas ſhall become © as coh- 
ſpicu6usfo 'them as light ir ff. - What 
'that light is'in' which' we ſhall have'an 
open ſight of the inviſible World,*we'can 
no more 'explain, thata"tran born blitid 
is able to deſcribe the beauty of the light 


a | of this' World"; and to ' praile* the''Stn 


which he never aw]to praiſewhich wor- 
thily it is loneretlny's to have Teen it.-: 
| " Ttiplikewile promiſed it thes oirſe 
asaprincipal 2nd very defirablei part" of 
the jeflecneſs to come to be With | krift, 
(Phil;c.53.9 which is k licitythar .Pia 
accounts worth- dyiii Er or, arid ver fo 
ſee the 'Snn mote ;* tc be” wieh: him HE pl 
eat thing it} the Rrictelt fe enfe,- as it figtn- 
fies' the being ' adnntted” to 5 MG: arid 
preſence ; Bd a fellowſhip- with hin : 
l 3 though 
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though- it further implies a participation 
-of the ſame, glory to which he is advap- 
ced, the Bleſſed/being-cobeirs with bjm to 
Heaven, (Rom,8:17.).and when he prays 
that. his ele&/may be where he is; that 
they may bebold bis glory, (Joh.17.24-,) the 
meaning; thereof is, that in beholding it 
. they may partake of it too,for, he had ſaid 
but a very. little, before, that he had given 
. it unto them :.(2,22.) but to be where he 
1s, and to.enjay the. light of him, and fel- 
 lowſhip with him, cannot-but be-thought 
a great happinels inthe fight -of all ſuch 
who do. perlſt.in-loving, deſiring, and 
preſling ;towards' him g.and-imizating ;in 
ſome,good;meaſares,his holy example; in 
hope to:{p«him; gnd-be: with; him. | If it 
was. a light & #ar3hy to be gefired to: fee 
him jathe,days.of his Heſh, thar.jt; was 
the deluxe of, many Prophets and Kings? | 
_and:if 16:39 28: enough. to make. glad..the 
heart -of the great ,Patriagch to, ſec\him 
afar off in;the promiſe? if the obſcure 
light yechaye.of him; in.his Goſpel, and 
 Inbe:meany he makes uſe of forithe.ma- 
; Aifeſtaion of, himſelf ro the ſouls of.che 
aithful, be ſo delightful -as it is how | 
10151 42 much !: 
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much- more--delightful” a ſight will: Tt 
be, to ſee him face to face in* Heaven, in 
his-ſtate of exaltation athhis Fathers right 
hand, crowned with glory and hen 
a fi ;ght that will not onely juſtific but 
tranſcend: the-'greateſt love; Ce: 'Ar- 
dent deſires, arid the higheſt Fonourthat 
ever entered i into our heafts to coticeive 
to him. | 

The cottipary .of ſows excellent per- 
ſons to minds capable'of ſuch corverſatron, 
miniſters ſome--of the beft' pleaſure here 
below, how much greater-pleafure muff 
it be to be with-Chriſt-the moſt 'excellenr 
perſon of which the' humane nature can 
make its boaſt, and.endeated to our ſouls 
bynaines' of ſpecial relation, -andafts of 
the:igreateſt love? and* how ts 
6 be to (eo the fame loye oF in 
his fimiles- acidigracious 's , oa 
and: moſt raviſhing cotipetagens y 
ashe once. expreſſed 1 the [pw wr 
Agony, pradtf{ed'6n his'Crs | 
with His Death "26 (ee hirh Joweh : 
us, :the 'travehof MoD ee HEE is 
hamiliation; mxl"the pu retiale of 
terings; we marually: TT evertaIges 

ight 


120 .n Repugnancy of Siu «1 
light in him, the author of our  eternal.: ne- 
demptian,: who loved «9, and waſhed, 
* from our (ins jt. bis own bloud - to whombe 
gory aud dominion for ever and ever, Amen. 

ev.I.5...; op 20 x 
_ _,. Andallthe company and converſation 

we ſhall have in Heaven, whether of Ar- 
gels or Saints ſhall miniſter pleaſures to us 
worthy of that bleſſed place ; with what 

leaſyre ſhall we behald the innumerable 
hoſt of Angels, thaſe excellent ſpirits and 
lovers of us mep, reſplendent in their fa- 
ces, With the glorious. ,excellencies of 
their own nature, and an their heads 
with the additional i1gnatures and dona- 
tives. af the; divine grace and. favour? 
We-think the Patriarchs happy in-having 
ſometimes -an Angel Or-tWwO: for: their 
Gueſts, ad! converling face; to.face with 
thoſe, great, Miniſters and Fayourites. of 
the Couttof. Heaven, even: then whenin 
. compliance. with their weakneſs,.; they: 
were fain to.lay afide their native glory, 
and to, diveſt themlelyes of-thoſe Glen. 


didj rays,4p which otherwiſe they ought: | 
rod 7 andiſhew themſelves in the hum-! ' 


-— ww 


pleaſure 


, 
3, {374 
_- 4 >» « > 
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ble appearance of frail Man. How great a. 


ſes-and Elzas in'ſome' of their 


4 numbers of the blefled, with thofe'myſt 
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pleaſure-then will it be for us to- enjoy 
a. perpetual fellowſhip with thoſe” gl6- 
rious. Spirits in all their glory, we our 
ſelves being made meet for ſuch 'excel- 
lent converſation? for to make all 'the 
converſation there moſt agreeable, men 
t9o./in' glory ſhall be as the Angels "of 
God. 
Next, what delightful company#ſhall 
we be to each other, when we ſhall be 
perfeed in wiſdom and goodneſs, pe: 
culiar excellencies to make converſation 
delightful? What reciprocal pleaſure the 
celeſtial :inhabitants ſhall find in each' o- 
ther, we may conceive from that tranF 
port of pleaſure which befel the three (es 
led Diſciples upon the appearing of Mo+ 
(glory 16 
that S. Peter in an extaſe'of Joy conld'be 
content to quit albthe'World:to* live-in 
that -holy -Mount, if -thoſe: bleſſed--ſouls 
would: take'np their'abode'in the Taber- 
pacles; he-would: fain-build: for them, in 
hopes to keep therwthere, © In: thoſe hap- 
py "regions we ſhall Iivew the moſt de 
lightfulifociety and friendfhip-with hte 


renowned 
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weed Woarthies, whoſe-great piety, | 


and more than humane courage and ex- 
cellentwiſdom we were wont to celebrate, 
and whoſe names: and-memones to love, 
and by whoſe examples to excite our 
{elves to do things, worthy of the parta- 
kers of the ſame promiſes, ofthe: ſame 
faith and hope 3 and we ſhall thereſeeand 
enjoy. them in all: perfeCtions and graces 
far evceeding themſelvesthat were, being 
perfected and glorified : , we our ſelves 
too being made mecttor that glorious ſo- 
ciety to which we- ſhall be admitted; 
I have allowed my ſelf a liberty.here 
to expatiate beyond the juſt ry of 
an argument, yet I could not eafily. make 
a:more. pardonable; 'digreiſiion;, nor loſe 
wy way..to-ſtray . upon a better place. 
But whyſbould.I-ſ{tudy an Apology, _ 
E-have fa-juſt; a defence;-as- that aif>thi 
Dipurſe, of the> blefledne(s;to come;; rr 
al the: way aireproot: of the Sinner, and 
2; plain; convidionof: the! fooliſhneſs: of 
his: chaice?-:; I fay every partof the des" 


(ription.. of this. negleted-: happineſs; 


Terr. 


loudly .upbraids the-madnefsof-hita har 


on it.z and: for fuch poor! reaſor'as 
bz the 
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the ſorry baſe. pleafare of living ungod- 
ly :-For todo hike me, ;that kan 
> [ligent |Natures, having. ſo; great an hap- 
pineſ3; int the promiſe, we qught-ireadyly 
to-frame-it, into our. greateſt, [yea gn 
deſign ;''and make: an: eltimate: gf - a! 
things: by their Subſerviency,  Or--Repie- 
gnanicy to this moſt excellent -enfiz) and 
to have any thing -Whatſcever:; offered 
to us in competition with it, we ought 
to account an affront to our wiſdom ; for 
according to all right reaſon the greateſt 
good ought to ſtand higheſt in our ac- 
© | count, and where thereis no juſt com- 
t | pariſon we ought not to diſpute the 
- | choicez but there is no principle of 
* | Reaſon or maxim of Wiſdom but men 

will :t violence unto, when it ſtands 

in the way of their (ins; and they part 
with ſuch glorious hopes for ſuch little 
reaſons, as 1s a ſhame to alledge, and it 

'F is a reproach to mankind to tell how 
| ſhamefully fo great-a part-of them are 
abuſed by the Tempter and themſelves; 
and to examine how little they have to 
ſhew in exchange for their greateſt 
good : 


#54 nt Repugnancy of Shiv 
200d 'but- this will become niore ap- 
Parte in producing the moſt, that is, 

indeed the little 'rhat can''be” laid. in 
the behalf of afinful'life, -and in|com- 
paring all the ee thereof - with 
the efore-deſeri Blefledneſs; to all 
the- \reaſonable- hopes. whereof it is ſo 
5 offible to'reconcile it; and this 1s the 
matter of the following Scaion, 
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th =_ th oe pen ir 
_ uce-t Sinnery 
-_ [ defence of their: choice, doth; but 


= render it mote conſpi fooliſh and. 
the beſt. praiſes: they 'are able:to,give. of; 
the pleaſures of Sin, are! ſo poor and.low, 
that they may ſerve for:reproaches;,,and 
do: evideritly ” CR___ _ Account un 
which--they! have them thereupon 
- there tram Oc reſulks this. fatal; queſtion, 
Andisthis all they have to quit pt co der 


lightful/ proſpe& of the! 
If thepleafures of Sin,wete' TEES 


, | yetithey:;Twere but, paor thing $9imen. 
- | that)have ſouls; ;and.do believe the: haly 
Scriptures: Tf Sin were tnnocent;, ;Þ&tt 
could-contribute but little: eo. the felicity. 

of heavenly:and . immortal-Natuzes.: Aud 

let hikewiduat ſuppoſeralithole impoſli- 
bilities/iWhnch the Sinner4sconcerned! te 
wiſh} and wauld be a mighty eaſe for bun 

to believe ;-dand inthe; midſt-of bis got 
den wiſhes:! he :ſball be--but a poor _y 
thing, 


"26 — Repignaneyof Sint © 
thing, and below the envy of the leaſt © 
pod men : let us ſuppoſe that Religion 
1s but the produc ot-{trong fears, or as 
eat hopes; that beyond*® the confines 
of this vitible World there is but onely 
4t tnfinive void-mothing 3 - that” Humane 
ſ6uls'are bux-u'meeritemperament ; that 
all the bownds/berween good and evil be 
throwndown's and things being reduced 
to'that imapinary ſtate of Nature, before 
mutual contra@ had: made Vertues,.{the 
World, as it ſeenis,-not being ableto1ub- 
fit without thentY-all things be lawful co 
all ttien; that all that isof us. be mortal, 
and to periſh after the manner of: Beaſts ; 
and'Man,: whileſt he lives, may-cliaſe. to 
be'what Beaſt he will. Place the Sinner 
thuginall his 3#:aginary felicity,,andin the 
moſt unreſtrained freedom to' Sin; 'he:ſhall- 
. be but poorly blefled': and'hadheanin- 
tulgence to break all Gods Command- 
nents; eventhat' would not\make-him an 
hippy: man.:!!If :Inkidelity- were-in the 
righr; the Sinner were unhappy ftil}z: for 
all he could get:by a ſuppoſed tonfuta- 
tion of ouriCreed/, would” be: onely the 
pleaſureto become-as' vain as he will, and 
not 
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notto; ſee his pleaſures ſhamefully diſpa- 
raged by the unequal compuriſon-of thoſe 
immortal ones , which [fidelity pretetids 
es] to:deſtroy. But the very truth'is;; that 
ly | amidſt never ſo many: Vices miniſtring'ts 
nel the pleaſure of a Sinner, heis but like'the 
at | man, who by unlawful arts hathobtained 
bel the Services of evil Spirits; and thinks it 
-d| brave'tobe attended: on'by-Fiexds,:bue 
rel expe&ts m the end-that-they will tear him 
1e in pieces. a | Dr Ch af HT 10 
be What valuable confideration: on:'the 


o | partofafinful life 'to'vppole-againſt the 


18 

5 

[0 2 —_—_—_— : | 
r | for what poor'reaſons-the Tabmits'to be 
e undone, UN's 


1- But oh (ſay they) the pleaſures of Sin! 
- | what _ nant 5 delufions 1o.plea- 
ſing, that they chufe' rather "ro err with 
Sin, tharto be in the 5ight with-cheir.Bi- 
bles ; and: they: are/yot aſhamed to beſo 
pleafantly- miſted;Javiteibly argued ! 
An Argument - doubtles -able to juſtifie 
the wildom of drinking: known” deadly 
poiſon), becauſe of the<deticiouſneſs of 

if | the 
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the: Wine in which it is given. | But muſt * 
weallow it them-for a granted caſe, that 
the introducing. of Sin into. the World 
kath mended our pleaſures? and that:the 
beſt, way. of pleafure had ſtill-been un- 
known; had not our firſt Parents without 
frightaing themſelyes with diſmal conſe- 
auenees ;; ventured boldly on the delight- 
tul fruit, not diſquieting themſelves with 
that poor ſcruple,:that 1t was a venture 
of immortal conſequence, and. that the 
Tempter hath obliged Mankind by being 
to them the Authorof a thing ſo fruitful 
of pleaſure as they , pretend - Sin tobe. 
Such - incredibilities-. as theſe the Sinner 
muſtadmit., who undertakes the defence 
of the cauſe of Sin. -But indeed wretched 
is that man, who ows his chief delights to 
the Fall, and in the ſame mind he is of 
now, would have been much troubled 
for pleaſure in. ſtate of innocence. , But 
ſay,- 'what' is this great pleaſure: of: Sin, 
that it ſeems ſo';full,of temptation? - It is 
nothing elſe but a traxſiert ſhort graritt- 
cation of ſome depraved and- vile affe- 
&ion, to have fubdued which is a greater 
pleaſure than to-gratifie it > or of ſome 

, uUNTCAa*- 
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unreaſonable appetite; which is ſoon ſa- 
tiated and cloyed with the' gratificatiott 
it craves for. And are thele "pleaſures 
which the dying Sinner in his laſt advice 
can think fit to recommend to- his chil- 
drens praCtice? ' and! whileft he livesſhew 
his paternal affe&ion, by teaching then 
the uſe and ways of ſuch forbidder'de- 
lights? And will itbe the! joy and' conn- 
fort: of his' old ' Age to' ſee his childreti 
welt ſetled and improved in thoſe cour- 
ſes which no hopes or fears can” ptevail 
on him to leave? If nat, is. he envious 
to'them, or unnatural to: himſelf > But 
though he cannot anſwer objeRions,' yet 
he promiſes himſelf great fatisfaRion-iri 
the fruition of his (inful defires, - and he 
hath a fugitive felicity in his eye; which 
he can never 'overtake; 'and ht may af- 
ſume the. Scepticks Motto,” ON xdlanujc 
Eayw , | cannot take hold of i," it always 
eſcapes from me. And well irmay ;ifor 
the felicity he propoſes:to himfelf in his 
fins is nothing elſe but a ſhadow in his 
vain imagination;  ._ - EDO 

But to repreſent the plea-of the Sinnet 
with the bcft advantage; and to allow 
K him 
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' bim his defence in the beſt ertifice that 
our invention can ſuggeſt, we may con- 


ceive him ar as. arm «That in caſti 
* off the ſtrict reſtraints of Religion a 


«Fear, and in throwing aſide the diſtin- 
ion of Lawful and Unlawful, he en- 
*;oys the World the more deliciouſly , 
< 2nd wakes it confeſs pleaſures it will not 
*% be known of to ſuch who make pro- 
* f:ſfion of having mortified affeftions to 
* itz that the Vertuous do wiltully wea- 
* ken { which they call moderating ) their 
* pleaſures here, and _e great check | 
to their own delight, in confidering |, 
© too ſeverely the vanity and tranfitort- 
neſs of the things that ſhould delight 
© them: and that they ſpoil the mirth of 
© their Tables with their Deaths head, 
« and deface beauty. to themſelves, in 
*imagiping what ſpoil Time will make 
*of it; and ſo they diſcourteouſly make 
* the fair to anticipate their wrinkles ; 
* whileſt the Sinner feaſting without fear, 
<* enjoysan eſpecial voJuptuouſneſs in the 
*World; andin ſtead of that holy art 
* which the Vertuous profeſs of modera- 
< ting the fruition of things preſent, be 
« heightens 


© heightens it by an airy brisknels of imha- 
* cination,. and.in ok tary preſum- 
< ption-of ;an-aRtive fanke;: 


« delight :to himſelf out of the World 
* than that indeed hath to Ny 
&* cheats | himſelf wen: yr and en- 
* joys all: the happineſs he cares for in 
<«delufror, not dowg himRIf.the difcurte- 


. &*fe to examine, whether his pleaſutes 


** are rational, -naor how; long they cat laſt: 

«not;what is(like to hes Joe þ 5 
Theſeare the beſt praiſes I canmell de- 
vide for thoſe deliding Pleaſures, which 
are made -to conkront the eternal gays s 
andiyetthere is nothing in all this Exco- 
inn , but what evidently ognfutes it 

KI; Forit-is cafic to-refly.; des 
1. That the man is hard [put to it; fþt 
pleaſure, who is [faiti to:make ſhift vrinh 
{uch,; whoſe natureandend if he eamines, 
he ſpoils theen 3 and when they ate conſi- 
dered, ceaſeto be; like Pharntaſmi of the 
night, whioh vaniſh at. che @pening ofthe 
day ; and to! keep which the Sinner mult 
ſtop all the avenues of light, and be ſure 
to think -never « wiſe thought, eſpecially 
not of afy:above, ar belpw,,or tocome3 
K 23 ankefs 
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unleſs he ſharpen his appetite to pleaſure 
with this odd confideration, that he muſt 
expect none after he is dead.” (1ja.22.1 3. 
1 Cor.15.32.) Thoſe cannot but be very 
worthleſs pleaſures which are inconſiitent 
with the wiſeſt and beſt adviſed thoughts 
as can enter into the heart of man, and 
to enjoy which it is needful ro forget 
God. 

2. There isagroſs miſtake in that alle- 
gation, that to exclude Religion and the 
Fear of God, betters the pleaſures of our 
enjoyments here. It is buta wild fran- 
tick and brutal pleaſure that is to be ex- 
trated or- forced out of fin, a tranſient 
blaze that: goes out in a ſmoak. The 
vertuous and pious enjoyment of theſe 
earthly good things is ever the moſt ſatis- 
fatorily comfortable ; for it gives a plea- 
fant reliſh and deliciouſneſs to our pre- 
ſent delights, when at the ſame time we 
practiſe a vertue, and enjoy a pleaſure ; 
and ſo tranſmit the delight from our ſen- 
ſes to our fouls; when in the fruition of 
theſe mercies of God, we have a ſavou 
reliſh of the divine goodneſs to which 
we owe them; and ſo in our temporal 

EnJOy-= 
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enjoyments have a compoſition both of 
Earth and Heaven. A pleaſure in the 
fruition of which we heartily praiſe God, 
is exceedingly more delightful than any 
forbidden one, in which it 1s ho comfort: 
to think: of ' him. And all Philoſophy 
hath ever atteſted that temperance and 
moderation, and wiſdom in preſcribing 
laws to pleaſure, beſt ſecure it. He that 
gave the name to Epicariſm, though he 
thought vertue ſcarce good for any thing 
elſe, 'yet had a value for it, as being con- 
ducive to pleaſure. Let no man tell us 
that a ſuperficial taſte of pleaſure miſſes 


 thedeliciouſneſs atthe bottom : For with 


better reaſon we can tell him, that he who 
drinks too deep, partakes of a mixture of 
dregs; which ſettle at the bottom of all 
worldly pleafure: when we are palt the 
meaſures of juſt and lawful, and wil, it 
runs feculent- and impure, and ' taſtes 
brackiſh of the Sin which - mingles with 
it. of 5 | 

3. But though we ſhould allow them 
that ſin makes as much pleaſure as they 
pretend, that. the ungodly are the mer- 
rieſt part ofthe World, or rather that- 
-b9i1 K 3 they 
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they ſeem-{o to-be : For that they langh 
londeſt, and have their pleaſares acten* 
ded: with moſt/pageantry' arid notſe;; al» 
low thei to be able to rejoice heartily: 
and caulleſly at once,” and to be able toi 
be tent tines as. merty as: they have any: ' 
reaſon- for, to be able to filence the re- 
proofs. of their conſcience, which others 
wiſe would diſturb their mirth:z and toi 
continue to be always'merry or buſie, that 
ay KA hayeno leiſure to think and-to 
beſadz allow them to/have'an' art to. be: 
able never to lay any thing. to heart that 
may diſquiet them; and to putaway all 
ſorrow, nat onely though it be reaſona- 
ble and'juſt, but: though: it be too: never 
ſo beneficial and neceffary ; and: grant 
them any thing they know better to re- 
commend: the pleaſures they are concer- 

ned in. And what is there material in 
all that is pretended tojoppoſe againſt the 

blefſedneſs before deſcribed > and' to; 
counteryail that ineſtimable loſs? What 

Sinner- had: ever impudence/ enouph: to 

pretend: a: compariſon? and: indeed his 
choice is:beſt miade without: comparing; 
and it. is requiſite for him' to keep: that. 
bleſſed- 
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bleſedneG quite out of ſight, and | 
if not dicbetieve it altogerhef, if Top 
enjoy the comfort of his contrary 
For, how ts the compariſon ? 
What compariſon is there between this 
vaſt Globe of the Wotld, aid a weak 
Bubble blown up by a little breath, and 
preſently vaniſhing Io a letle undiſcer- 
nible Ait > What compariſon Berweeri 
thoſe glorious Stars that ſo beautifully 
adorn the vifible Heavens, and a few ſpar- 
Kles of Fire thar after one fingle frick die 
away into almoſt very nothing? So un+ 
equal is the companion between the 
Eternal Bleffedneſs and the Pleaſures of 
Sin. 
| But there is one thing behind” which 
the Sinner will be ſare to alledge, itt hopes 
it may be admitted for ſome extemation 
of the folly 'of his ways, 4d that Is, 
that we canriot deny Hin this advantage 
beyond the hefrs of the promiſes, that he 
hath his pleafuregid preſence fruttion 3 but 
hare iris by Fi place, and it is "bard 
and bare Co arid: Lindo gr pro- 
riſes 16' fa be pro» 
vided ofa fol fiock of Ton as well 
4 as 
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asof Faith, to ſtay to be happy till we 
come to Heaven. 

But how many things do readily occur 
in anſyer to this Obj jection. As that ſo 
excellent” a ſtate of blefledaeſs is worth 
ſome patience in ſtaying for itz and that 
we ought to accqunt that. the diſtance of 
heavenly. things from us, is abundantly 
xecompenſed: with. their fo; eranforngdent 
excellencies ;' that the enjoyment willnot: 
onely . anſwer. the. expettation - of our 
Faith, but alſo ſatisfactorily reward. all 
our patience in. waiting for 'It : whileſt 
the halty loſe their f#lzcity, and take a ſha- 
dow inexchange for it, making too much 
haſte to be happy: That ſo glorious a 
Reverſion is a valuable happineſs even in 
the promiſe, and a better eftate than all 
the Kingdoms of the World in poſſeſſion : 
That Heaven is not fo remote as not to 
be able at. that: diſtance. ta contribute to- 
wards our comfort / and, happineſs; for 
who is ignorant. to what, vaſt diſtances;the 
comfortable inline. of the Heavens do; 
reach 2? .. That it is muc hay an Quradvantage 
that the principal rewards 'of ap holy life 
are not in Hi World, A place of Briars 

an 


an 
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and Thiſtles and Graves : for ſince weare 
not immortal here, it 1s no great matter 
that welive in no happier a World :- and 
ſinceon ſo many reſpeds that this World 
is no better, it is no great pity that we-are 
not immortally confined.;unto it. If we 
will permit to Nature the: Laws the Di- 
vine Wiſdom hath aſſigned unto it; -It is 
beſt that our happineſs is not preſent, for. 
then it could not be eternal 3 and it, were 
a great unhappineſs to have. our -good 
things 1n a place, from whence we arere- 
moving, and dying toleave our-Heaven' 
behind us. ;.. 0632400 

But itis falſe that the eternal World is: 
ſo far removed from us, for how long'is 
humane life grown on a ſudden, that the 
next World looks ſo remote? In matters, 
pertaining to this World , whereuz we: - 
make a more impartial account, ' and; do, 
not uſually deviſe. objeCtions to the pre: 
judice of our own intereſt, there our, pres; 
ſent life is reputed to be very ſhorts;and 
three whole lives is but of ' equal, worth. 
in purchaſe with a Leaſe of one andtwen-, 
ty years, ſo ſhort is the intervening ſpace. 
between us and Eternity. When-eyery 
Spring 
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Spring and Fall, every Week, atid Day, 
and Niphe puts a period to thatiy live 
as well feelfed as urs, why itt our vair 
refithprion do we lengrhen our life to 
choſe years to which it 18 not perthitted 
co (ix 1n- ar! Nundred © attain? We have 
niore Wit than to purchaſe art Eftate for 
hffe at the line rare of years 4s We retriove 
ererhty: from our ſelves. Is the eternal 
bleffednels remore from us beyond all pa- 
tient? How any Centuties of Yeats, 
har thany lives berween keep it frort us? 
Theee'is Wwdeed but one ſingle life bee 
tween that and us, alife of whoſe ſtiort- 
neſt alf then ity all places complate), yet (as 
ſhear )its Tenth is frartied ito an; ob- 
jection againft Heaven, and why not its 
eertdiniey' 1009? T6 ſecure to our ſelves 
xpfe againft that blefſed place, it is 
reedfil'thit wethink otherwiſe of things 
thaw we kfiow them to be. And. vainly 
do we tall of the prear diſtarice of Eter- 
ry; fig ws, whet! God hath taken away 
from Hummaine life tiGre than ten times the 
years/that now are permitted us to live. 
At thi Rite of reaſoning, what vile wret- 
ches Would they: hive been; had they > 
2021196 ve 
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ved in the days: before the Flood, when 
manat the agrof five hundred years was 
reckonedto- die! young, and left his 'Fao . 


ther and- Grandfathers to bewail' has un- 


timely-:death ? Yet we affirmithar'evew 
thery to! be! pious: was to! be wiſe, 'and? 
that to fear God and keep his Command-» 
mentirwasthe whole wiſdom of many and: 
that: Heaven; as remote- as ft was: chen;; 
was'at excellent and wiſe deſign ;' evers 
then'when| our Hhfe was fol long; : that had 
one«\of them: been; allowed to: hive! his! 
ſhare: of life mt theſe'larer times, he mighe' 
vn 1 rays roy with. forty Kings 

in fueceſiion; and? 2 living-Chronidle: 
of all :their':rewgns; even then” the piety: 
of holy Enoch was trae Wiſdom, and” to 
wallc with God that long Walk of three 
hundred” years, was ai good evidence\of 
hisbeing the wifeſbmanIwing. Ther v6! 
have lived- after the fleſh: and to for 
God; would have been folly in Merhuſalah! 
eveſ! in his firſt Century / when he hatÞ 
mote ' years to come, than' pethaps/ now? 
may be allorred: ro the Fabrickof 


the Workd to endure befofe theexpirer 


tion of all: mortal natage;. and-do'we 
q 21 | vainly 
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vainly - conceive our time. ſo long ; that 
we-/have no patience to intend-or think: 
on'ſo-remote a place as Heaven? - | 
-. T: have thus far-purfued ſome of the: 
beſt pleas. I: could: deviſe in defence of a 
ſinful lifes more it were eaſie: to; pro- 
duce, and as eaſie to anſwer; but: they: 
are:: all ſuch as any' man,. who will: be. 
faithful to bis own -ſoul,- might as eafily! 
anſwer; as invent :/For: the great danger' 
of the deluſion lies in their willingneſs to: 
be deluded ; it 1s a:cauſe that: will bear: 
no juſt reaſoning, and the Sinner will. be 
forced to forſake his defence of hisways, 
and to; trie- how far he can excuſe what. 
it-is-impoſible for him to juſtifie : the 
beſt| plea of excuſe, becauſe the trueſt: 
that can be alledged is, that the.ungodly 
have fuch a (trong propenſity to evil, as is 
hard to 'be reſiſted; . and that they do 
not ;make choice of their evil -courſes 
by: reaſonable #otives, but from the ſway 
gf their deprayed  #rclizations., 'and Na- 
ture: will not be repelled with-:an- Ar- 
gumentz ſo heavy bodies verge down- 
wards not from any ſufficient 'agnetiſne 
in-the' earth to attraft them to. it} but: 
witty they 
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they | go with the ſway of- their own 
weight 3 though they: are always, degra- 
ded, and ſometimes broken with. their 
fall. 

But this is more a conceſhion than a 
good excuſe, and it is to yield themſelves 
to become corrupted to the degree of 
unreaſonableneſs we contend for; that 
their corrupt will and vicious: affections 
are too hard for their-reaſon; that Wil- 
domis moſt eligible, but Folly moſt agree- 
able. And is the propenſity of nature to 
evil a juſtifiable excuſe for a reaſonable 
creature to ſuffer himſelf to. be carried 
along with it? Muſt we needs humour 
and cheriſh a Diſeaſe, becauſe wehave it, 
though we know that by beipg indulged 
unto, it becomes mortal? We could but 
reaſon ſo,-if our ſpiritual fickneſs were 
incurable, / and; there were #0 balm in Gi- 
lead, nor Phyſician in Iſrael, that the health 
of our ſouls might be recovered ; that is, 
if there were come no Saviour to ſave us 
from our ſins, and we-had no know- 
ledge of any fſanQifying Spirit, and 
God were as parſimonious of his grace, 
even when we ſeek it with that earneſt- 

neſs 
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nes and perſeverance /as it ought | to by 
fought, as is the higheſt impiety to 
think. 
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ET" Here is another principle .of Uni: 
-' verſal Reaſon of the hke nature 
with that foregoing, which ſuffers :evi- 
dently -in -a' finful lifez that is, that -we 
ovght to have the greateſt care to reſtxe and 
preſerve #ur ſelves == the- greateſt evil, 
and to keep our ſdves circumſpett and 
watchful in conſideration of 'the.immi- 
 nencyof ſuch a danger. Upon the ſame 
reaſon the ſtouteſt man alive-willnot ſtand 
firm againſta falling Tower, nor fearleſly 
keep his ground againſt the 'inundation 
of a Sea. Upon the ſame Reaſon the 
people ſought their ſafety by an haſty 
flight, when the earth clave aſunder and 
xd a voracious Grave+to ſwallow up 
Sinners alive, (Namb.16:34.) But though 
Hell hath openedits mouth as wide, yet 
Sinners deſpiſe that fear, and no warning 
can 
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can make them flee from the wreath: 9 
come. Can any thing reaſanable abide 
ſuch an —__—— Leſs fears have 
routed whole _ ? =_ ſtate _ 
—f| Sinners j5 incomparably the greatelt of: 
evils to which Mankjnd i expoſed, .and 
it ſtands in the ſame degree of evil as 
Heaven doth of goad, and is asdeep as 
ni that 1s high. We may-contider. MN/23a 
we} ſtate of poſitive ſuffering, or-as it # an 
vi-l exclufion from the portion of the Blefitd; 
well forit is a great aggravationaf' the ouſeries 
x40 there, that that great chaſm or gult which 
4, obftrudts the paſſage of thezr perſons, yot 
nd permits one to their fight; there beun 
- perhaps noone part of perditioerthit: 
more of Hell in mn than the f@ght of Hea» 
ven loſt, which blefled place, thangh 
naw it be rus and RD 
Ners, yet DEMFP 1rreparanly ; WIL. IQy 
ao a. a wet? d&d mz. but 
ſtand 1n the ſame account with them now; 
as it {hall when they ſhall loak upunta it 
out of Het, they would purſue it with 
ſuch vigorous and continued.cndeavoure, 
as ſcarce ever proved unfuceebsful,and'uly 
that violence with which the Kingdom of 


Heaven 
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Heaven never 'yet but would be: taker, 
Burt agreeable to their preſent apprehen- 
ſions, it cannot ſeem to: them ſo great a 
miſery to be baniſhed” from that place; 
from which they wilfully eſtrange them- 
ſelves, and the enjoyment . of -which, if 
they thought ſo valuable, they know they | 
might-attain on the reaſonable condition 
of putting on meet and neceflary diſpoſi- 
tions to live there. £2 | 

It is' therefore. a more probable 'mos 
tive - to exhibit ſome repreſentation of 
the poſitive ſufferings as the Scripture 
foretels them; and if we lay together all 
that is told us there of that accurſed ſtate, 
the deſcription will have ſuch an aſpe& 
of terrour, as no man 1n reaſon can conſj- 
derately look on, but he muſt reſolve on 
the wifeſt courſes to prevent. For how 
many degrees of ſtupidity had a man need 
to haveto be able to forbear converſion, | 
who believes that the rewards of impeni- 
tency ſhall be the terrors of the blackneſs 
of darkneſs for ever, '( Jude 13.) the un- 
ceſſant gnawings of the deathleſs worm, 
(Mark 9.40.) the exquiſite torments of 
an unquenchable fire, ( Dan. 12:2. Matth. 


22, 


to Principles of Reaſon. 145 
22, 12. Chap. 25. 41.) the everlaſting 
ſhame of a confounded Face and a ſpeech- 
leſs Tongue, and to drink of theſame cup 
of wrath that the divine juſtice hath min- 
gled for ſuch great offenders as the evil 
and accurſed Angels, who have always 


proſecuted an irrelenting enmity againſt 


Heaven. 

-It is eſpecially material to our Argu- 
ment, to conſider that the Scripture makes 
ſhame and. confuſion of face to be one 
very conſiderable ingredient of the eter- 
nal ſtate of the Wicked; for the conſi- 
deration of that infernal ſhame, which 1s 
the reſult of an awakened mind and rea- 
ſon, manifeſtly evinces the unreaſonable- 
neſs of fin, the matter of that ſhame; for 
upon conſcience of having done and lived 
according to the rules of true reafon , 
though we ſhould ſuppoſe the man to 


 bemuſerable, yet he ſhould never be con- 


founded : and when no confuſion of face 
forbids him to look up, and he can weep 
without bluſhing , this ſomewhat eaſeth 
the weight of his troubles, and enlightens 
the darkneſs of his condition. But there 
1san exquiſite torment in ſhame, <m_ 
| y 
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ly when ſuch circumſtances at that day 
ſhall concur to aggravate and awaken it: 
when the infamy of fin ſhall become the 
more conſpicuous from the oppoliteglory, 
that ſhall thine ſobrightly in the face of all 
holineſs and goodneſs; and the evil ſhall 
not be able to abide the unſupportable 
ſhame of being ſo unlike the good, and 
the greater confuſion ſhall cover their fa- 
ces to behold the glory with which the 
good are crowned, and all the light and 
glory of Heaven ſhall conſpire to expoſe 
the ſhame of ſo perfe& a deformity as Sin 
7s,to the nature of that bleſſed place ; and 
in the blackneſs of the faces of the accur- 
{ed Spirits, the Wicked ſhall ſee the Image 
of their own deformities: and beſides, 
the ſhame that ſhall neceflarily ſpring up 
up into their faces, as the natural refult 
and emanation of being wicked, there 
{ball be a further ſhame inflited on them, 
as the puniſhment of being ſo; when 
God- ſhall on ſet defign expoſe them to 
open ſhame, and pour contempt upon 
them. Our Lord when S. Mark8.38. he 
foretels them, that he will be aſhamed 
them when he cometh in the glory of his Fa- 
ther 
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ther with the boly Angels, dath as much ay 
if be ſhould. threaten to pour ſhameupan 
them before all that illuftrious company, 
and conſequently in the fight of all the 
World, of Heaven and Earth, Angels and 
Men at his right and at hisleft, The quga- 
lity and numbers before whom the repro- 
bate Sinner muſt abide his ſhame, add ye-+ 
ry much to its aggravation : and Bo wen 
der if he ſupplicate the mrercies of the 
Mountains and Rocks to fall on him and 
cover him, to efcape the ſhame of bei 
ſeen; and it is threatned as.the Emphaſis 
of their puniſhment to be puniſhed in the 
preſence of the holy Angels, and in the 
preſence of the Lamb, Rev.14.10. There 
cannot but be an inſupportable ſhame a 
being diſowned of Chriſt, and an' angry 
ſcornful look of his (hall blaſt the Faces of 
the wicked into a blackneſs of ſhame and 
confuſion. So great a ſhame is the natus 
ral conſequent, and the appointed puniſh- 
ment of Sin, as ſhall make the loſt Singer 
think the blackneſs of Hell nae black 
enough to hide his curſed head from the 
ſhame of being ungodly ; fo lite ſhall 
he be able to preſervehis conſtaney'to his 

L 2 preſent 
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preſent apprehenfions of Honour and 
Shame. But the light of Eternity will re- 
CHife all his miſtaken conceptions, and 
bring all the World to the ſame mind of 
which now it is the deſign of the holy 
Scriptures to make them; in which we 
may learn before what muſt be our eter- 
nal thoughts, and what opinion we ſhall 
have of all things unchangeably in all 
eternity. At preſent we ſee many a Sin- 
ner taking glory in the matter of his eter- 
nal ſhame, and contrariwiſe he is aſhamed 
to do what he will be eternally aſhamed 
not to have done; he now would almoſt 
bluſh to be thought not to dareto fin, and 
if nothing elſe hindered him, he 1s aſha- 
med to be godly, and that his companions 
ſhould ſee 1n him the true figns and fruits 
of the fear of powers inviſible. Thus de- 
luded he runs upon the objec of his grea- 
teſt averſion, ungodlineſs being above all 
things in the World moſt inglorious and 
ſhameful, Which truth is a juſt reproof 
of many weak minds, who are, eſpecially 
in ſome compames, aſhamed to make 
open profeſſion of the little goodneſs 
they bave, and conceal it as it were 
a 
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a fin which they are to reveal but onely in 
confeſſion. | 
From the little we have ſpoken alrea- 
dy, omitting many grievous agpravations 
of the miſerſes hs on the —— and 
them that forget God, on ſuch as know not 
God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Plalg.r7. 2 Theſſ.1.8.) we 
may learn not to wonder, (Sinners having 
ſuch apprehenſions of Sin as they ordinari- 
ly have) that they ſhould charge God 
with meting hard meaſure, in afhigoing 
penalties of ſo grievous nature, and ſo 
long durationto puniſh the tranſgreſſions 
of his Laws; as it were indeed if fin were 
ſo little a thing in truth, as it 1s in their 
account. It were too wide adigrefſion 
in this place to undertake adefence-of the 
Juſtice of that ſeverity; onely this one 
thing may be worth our confideration, 
that the very greatneſs of the ſeverity is 
of ſome advantage to us, and why might 
not Mercy it ſelf deſign thereby to ob- 
ſtru& more effeually our way to Hell, 
as expecting 'it of us, that-the dreadful- 
neſs of thote' Flames ſhould -render them 
inacceſiible to us; for ta: do according 
L 3 to 
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tothe Reaſon and Wit we-prafiiſe in all 
Other caſes, we could not defire a better 
Fence abont all the Confines of Hell, than 
the known terrours of ſnch. unſupporta- 
ble ſufferings, and everlaſting Fites would 
be their own defence againit-all humane 
invaſion, Whiefteas'if it were but a tolera- 
bly evil ſtate we ſhould be more.ready to 
yield to the ſway of our degenerate na- 
ture, and to abide the venture z now be- 
ing thus inſupportable, according to the 
wildom we havye'in all but eternal things, 
it ſhould barr all the reaſonable nature 
thencez fo that the proſpe&t which the 
divine revelation hath opened into that 
place of perdition, 1s not more full bf ter- 
rour than of niotive and argument ; ( a+ 
riſer ſas fwit 1gnibme illis) and ought to 
improved of us to the prevention and 
remedy bf thoſe fins wich otherwiſe it is 
appointed to revenge.[t is aloud and preſ- 
fag call tous torepent,nowa fewdrops of 
faicere tears may beof more worth [and a- 
vail than a wholeſtream thete, which ſhall 
not be able at/all to afſwapeithe immortal 
Phames with which they ſhall mingle. 
But this: rs not all the benefit that we 
| $ | oather 
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gather from the Dottrine of Hel], it being 
apt to excite in us the zeal and refolution 
it is needful to have to preſs into the 
Kingdom of Heaven : For to eſcape from 
Hell, we have no whither to look but 
onely to Heaven, whither we might not 
ſo readily look, if not compelled by ſuch 
a preſſing neceſlity ; till flying to it but 
for a SanQuary we may obtain for anin- 
heritance, and ſo in ſome fort we may owe. 
Heaven to. the oppoſite place: For to 
avoid extream miſcry, we are -placed 
under a neceſlity of being ſupremely 
happy. . 
But Sinners make a cuſtom of forſaking 
their Reaſon as often as it leads them to 
an holy conclafionz they will not follow 
it through a train of wiſe inferences, 
though they be too ner fo eaſe and na- 
tural ; otherwiſe the acknowledged 1t}- 
ſupportableneſs of the puniſhments of an 
ungodly life, would not be our feaft fecn- 
rity from thoſe evils, nor our leaſt advan- 
tage towards the contrary bleſfedneſs, 
But whereas they charge God with un- 
mercifulneſs, it is they ' themſelves who 
are unmerciful to themſelves, fince they 
L4 {\uffer 
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ſuffer not onely their deſerts but their 
choice too. For Hell which God hath 
appginted for the preſervation of his go- 
vernment of the Warld 1s not fo hot or 
ſo laſting that it can keep them out of 
it, nor (as it ſeems) ſo bad in their ac- 


count, as to- render it worth turning 


holy for to eſcape it: and why ſhould 
they expect mercies from God which 
they deny to themſelves? If they do 
not think the damnation of Hell ſevere 
enough to deter them from their fins, 
why ſhould he think it too ſevere to ſave 
the honour of his Laws and Government? 
and if 1t be not too ſevere for themſelves 
to venture on, why ſhould it be thought 
too ſevere for him to ardain? and which 
is more cogent, if it be not too ſevere for 
them to expoſe themſelves unta for the 
ſ&e of ſuch - pitiful temptations, why 
ſhould it be thought too ſevere for him to 
appoint for great reaſons and weighty 
ends? 

Upon the moſt impartial conſidera- 
tion, doth not Reaſon it ſelf diate to us 
above all things to make good proviſion 
againſt ſo great and ſo juſt a fear? and 

13 
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isit nota part of wildom, which is too 
plain to be diſputed, to argue thus with 


our ſelves :- If theſe things be ſo, :Whet 


manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy 
converſation and godlineſs £ Or are the 
pleaſures of fin worth the venture of 
eternal undoing ? and are the numbers of 
Sinners who quietly abide ſo great-a 
venture, well fatisfied-1in their minds; 
that it ſhall moderate all the torments 
to remember that they have - enjoyed 
pleaſures worth all they ſhall ſuffer 
But if the quite contrary be true, and 
the remembrance of their fins ſhall:pro- 
duce a far different effe&, then nothing 
can be mare unreaſonable than to conti- 
nue a (inful life in ſpight of ſuch. fears; 
and if there be any one conſequence un- 
exceptionable in all humane reaſon, it is 
=_ To repent that we may not. pe- 
riſh, vw 
Let Repentance be as (eyere a Grace as 
it looks for, and as grievous to a carnal. 
mind to ſet about, as, the ſetting of a 
broken bone. Let us grant the difficul-, 
ties of * Converſion , that it is the acquilt 
of earneſt and continued Prayers/.and. 
Tears 
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Tears, and Conflicts, and Self-denials 
yet nothing is more unreaſonable than to 
prefer - the crernal mileries before thoſe 


neceſſary means of their prevention. .. He 
that will not part with an incurable mem- 


ber to preſerve his life, is fooliſhly pitiful 


to himſelf; andthough fin have obtained 
the ſeeming ulefulneſs of a right hand, or 
the real dearneſs of a right eye, yet it 
would be extreme madneſs to preſerve it 
to be caſt withitinto Hell, where the worn 
hcver dies, and the fire never goes ont. 

From the' conifideration that to perſiſt 
in a ſinful life, is to put away from our 
ſelves the preateſt povd, and to precipi- 
tate our ſelves into the worſt of Evils, 
(which is the import of the two fore-go- 
imp principal Heads of this Diſcourſe) 
there reſults a further degree of evil in 
Sin, beyond what hath yet been charged 
on the Sinner in the charge already exhi- 
bited apainſt him: that is, of being not 
onely unreaſonable, but unnatural too z 
though it be an unnatural thing for man 
to be unreaſonable, yet he is ſb ina farther 
ree, and fins apainſt univerſal Nature, 
ch in all beings, the Sinner onely ex- 

cepted, 
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cepted, ſeeks its own preſervation; and 
no Creature, ſave hum alone, leaves 1 {df 
without witneſs of intending the p 

ofits nature. For all that ſelf-love 
with which the Wicked (and nvt unjuſt= 


| ty) arecharged, they are unpardonably 


ilty of the contrary Extreme, and t 
do love:themſelves both too much, and 
not enough: the ſelf-love, which in the 
Sinner becomesa Vice, by its exceſs is ter= 
minated onthe Brute in him, as if all him« 
felt were nothing elſe 3 his heart is hard- 
ned towards his own ſoul to the being de4 
ſtitute.of true. compaſhon towards it in 
4 condition, wherein tobe able to: ſhew 
no pity, be ought to have'no bowels : 
though to.deny our ſelves be one of the 
hardeſt Leſions m Chriſtianiry, and fit to 
be joined with the Taking up the Croſs, 
yet towards his Soul he prattiſes it: (o 
freely, that itis ctivugh to bring his kinds 
neſs into ſuſpicion, where ic is [o eaſie for 
him to deny 4 how importunately ſoever 
it beſpeaks his confideration inthe eatneſt 
language of its neceſiities and danger, it 


is accuſtomed to denials: and what Self- 
denial can"equal the denying our wn 
Sauls 


156 KRepugnancy of Sin + 
Souls to be happy? to be utterly diveſted 
of Self-love, Nature it ſelf will not 
permit; there is a Root and Stock of it 
left for Grace to be engraftedion, and 
elſe all the Arguments of © Converſion 
from Promiſes and Threatnings, had no- 
thing to take hold of in the Sinner : but 
the Fleſh engroſles fo much of it- in him, 
that he loves, and makes account of this | 
better part in {o low a degree, that his 
ations and ways, well examined, carry | 
more marks and proofs of Hatred than] 
Love to his Soul. We all account thef 
Devil an Enemy of Souls, but 'the mif- 
chiefhe imagines againſt them,the Wicked | 
themſelves put'into execution, . and in| 
many caſes, they feem as forward to a& 
as he to deviſe : If they were-as tender 
of their Souls, as the kindneſs that is due 
to them requires at their hands, he might} 
and torment: himſelf with an unſuc-f 
ceſsful Malice. It muſt be granted, that} 
they do not intend fo dire a ſpight as] 
| the Deſtroyer intends againſt their Souls | 
but they do the ſame miſchief, onely with 
this difference; he loves the pleafure of 
- undoing them; and they love. betta] 
than 
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than their own ſouls, the pleaſure by 
which they are undone: and that love, 
is in effe&, none at all, which can allow 
ſuch a&tions, as to be able to do which, in 
reaſon it were needful to hate. This Is 
the ſenſe of the Scripture, Prov. 8. 36. 
He that ſinneth againſt me wrongeth his own 


ſoul, aff they that hate me, love death; and 


to love death, is to hate ones telf : and 
what the Scripture, Prov. 1. 15. affirms 
of one ſort of Sinners, is applicable to all; 
They lay wait for their own bloud, they lurk 
privily for their own lives. For in effect 
he conſpires againſt his own Soul, who 
exerciſes his Invention and Wit to invali- 
date and obſtruct the means of 'his ſal- 
vation, and to baffle the Arguments by 
which he oughtto be converted, and ever 
to find out freſh excuſes to delay what, 
his heart might die within him, and be- 
come as a a Stone to think, that it 
ſhould be forever left undone; whoputs 
away from him eternal life, as if it were 
about to do him a miſchief 3 and makes 
himſelf deaf to the propoſal of eternal 
happineſs, as if he could not truſt him- 
ſelf with the charms of ſo great an offer : 


yea, 


758 Repugnancy of Sin _ 

yea, he ſpills on the Floor the moſt pre- 
cious Reſtoratives provided far him, and 
rears off the plaſters from his Wounds, 
leſt he ſhould be healed, for he will die. 
For reaſonable Creatures, the miſchief 
they wilfully do, they may be ſaid to in- 
tend : he denies Heaven to himſelf, who 
will not go thither in the onely way that 
kads to that bleſſed place; and he that 
wreclimably purſues the way af perdi 
tion, needs do no more to deſerve the 
name of the Deſtroyer of himſelE It 
would require a great degree of ill nature 
and inhumanity, not to fuccoura ſtranger 
m a leſs danger than that, of which the 
Sinner ſuffers his own ſoul to abide the 
venture, wherein to neglect it 1s all that 
need to be done towards its perdition ; 
and how can he ſay that he loves that bet- 
ter part of himſclf, unleſs love be the 
dulleſt and moſt unattive paſſion within 
the heart of man ? or is it conſiſtent with 
the kindneſs due to the moſt excellent 
of our Nature, to rate theeternal 
ineſs of the Soul below the tranſt- 
tory. pleaſures of Sin, to make that the 
moſt negleced thing in all our keeping] | 

a 
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and ſeldom to doany thing dilpleafing to 
the Fleſh, towards the attainment of the 
greateſt good, of which the Souls capa» 
ble. Such perſons love their Souls (it 
ſeems) with ſuch a love as that 1s, they 
make profeſſion of towards God, even 
with a love that can be cantent with 
doing nothing for the ſake of the obje& 
beloved. Is that Love which can venture 
the Soul on the brinks of ſo dangerousa 
Precipice as that, whoſe deſcent is into 
Hell? that can hear of all the joys and 
bleſſedneſs within the gates of Heaven, 
and think the Soul not worth the dili- 
ligence needful to get thither? and deny 
Heaven to it, for the ſake of ſome difh- 
culty that ought to be none to Love? for 
all the difficulty in the way to Heaven 
1s multiplied ten degrees, for want of a 
love within us, worthy of God, and of 
our own Souls. 

It tolove, be to have a juſt concern for 
the obje& beloved ; if it be to ſerve its 
Intereſt, and to ſeek its good; if it be to 
watch over it to defend it from any im- 
pendent miſchief, and to be of continual 


| tolicitous fear, when any danger threa- 


rens 


tens it, then how doth a wicked man 
lovehts-own-foul-2-He 1s 1ndeed-fo far 
wanting in ſuch a love as is due unto it, 
that he 1s void of that charity towards it, 
to which all the Miſerable and the Di- 
ſtreſſed have a right; untleſs:it be chari 

in:the Churl in-$t.. Jerzes to bid the oc 
Deſtitute. have the-neceſlaries which he 
hjmſelf denies him. All the love or cha- 
ri&y.: theiezimmortal Souls have to-thank; | 
the wicked for, lies within the compaſs of 
ry id wiſh; they wiſh'them well; but: 
areableto-ſce them periſh... jc Þ 
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a. _ —_—— tacit. 
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Add jnthe laſt place for the affinity of 
| this' Head with the enſuing Conclu- 
ſion , that it is manifeſtly repugnant to all 
righs  reaſorc-to do fuch things) und to take 


 ſach 2 corttſe as 3s 1.0t able 10 abide Con- 


federation $/ than which - nothing car be 
more evident : For Con(ideration is but 
Reaſon' in the AQ, diſplaying its light 
about the-Subject under Inquiſition. And 
to avoid ourReaſon, is implicitly to con- 
fels ourſelves conſcious of adiſobedient 
purpoſe :towards it, or an obnoxiouſneſs 
20-its:reproofs. In this ſenſe\that ſaying 
of our Lord-is made good 5 Fohn 3. 20. 
Every: one that doth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the. light, leſt bis deeds 
ſtonld: be neproved.. It cannot but be un- 
reaſonable to do what 1s neceſiary to'be 
raſhlyand unadviſedly done, or not at all; 
whick 1s:the cafe of a:Sinner. ' And. Row 
can wenat think himita be'a very 'unrea- 
ſonable 'Perſan, whom:we ſhould: hear 
#41 #1 '1 M ſpeaking 


{83 ppg «1 
| ſpeakingaſter. this; manner. -1;will ag 
<*,think. deliberately, I muſt neyer do-it1 
* my mind miſgives me of ſo. much innate 
*evil,or conſequent miſchief, and Lgreatr 
*ly ſuſpect. fo much folly in my.purpole; 
<hat 1 muſt not cooſider for fear: defiſhs 
s but .]-will do it becauſe it is-agregable 
<to.my ;inchoation; and that L.may; he 
*able:tado- it, L will not-think :;whats 
$.EVEr, {þall: be the ſequel, I will: purſue 
**y:;plcaſure; and. ſuppreſsevery.thaught 
* which offersto interrupt-it.- -L will per 
*{yent_ the;interpoſal of wy:; own-;mind 
*and thoughts, and take; case that; by 
*by conſidering, I do not give \Waldam 
< the.advantage to .comtroul-me;;for my 
*gwn Will s;dearer to me-than allithe 
+Reaſon.and Wiſdom in the/World.,MNa 
manithat makes profefiian of being Rea: 
ſonable but . would bg aſhamed. 40! &if 
courſe ſo:;;,repugnant to-it-;,Bus; yat all 
this abſusdity 18 vartually contained! ul 
doing ſuchrthings; which ;zhat bhey may 
begdane, . the\Smner is conſcious to thiwy 
lelt;.that.hemult not ganfider: ;which:js 
have ex 
plicit 


hisyey caſe, _—_ hemuſtinat, 
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| Ee ga hide- row in | 
hh by' which he is tobe. __ 
and''ſo become able to do unredſoria 
things; not diſcerning, the Kaye Af 
hely of doing - therp- "Thus he eſcapes 
the plenary Conviaion of thar Mons c ap 
whieh he cannot chuſe oy Nb RY 


NE a. vehement 4: tion; 
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om acts not: Wo to fr 


at Wiſdom; can. abide ” 
anc rs be fats -; befofe 
$tih ** by Exanioaen 11 and, $1715 
ery for onely Joys Hon, Due, {0- 
mour. The more ag conliders, 
the'mg re he: is ſatis d 1 Ljn bimlel. Of: Big. 
le mot bis hGiee'; ; fo much that Gon- 
deration not onely, Fong: ' his: cholee, 
byt/ excites him to \menic fo 
urſe-chat, ſo manife(} 
= th Goh: we thy 
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relolved. | It is ED 

NE erage of darkficls, 'and [77 18 
light to depart; For it is a punifhme! 
to.that to be ſeen, But Beauty ma MM 
content to, beex ſed, and it Cards ' 
Sy r of mens cyes and the light.” Such 
iſdom, Conlideration ſets a greater 
bf Patt; it is Folly that is ſhie of the 
lghe ng aſhamed of it ſelf. | WH 
© The. Eh; r 8 backpatd, to conſider! 
Wy rok ſtate?, Is bis own mind 

' Enemy, and iS he afraid of th 

Sh Fans, of hjs own thoughts? If tet 
well : red of any, Wiſdom that there's 
In. 2 nful life, he may Con FTE | 
apdit Malh by a \pleafute t t Thin 30094 
INE iti1s not able to abide'confidery- 
r WE may confidently appeal to t k 
Co 08 of a Nee man, if he Would 
My ep Th he 4 Ur ot | 
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lexign of himſelf. Sin*borh beforg'and 
after the commilfian of jt, ll abides con- 

eration: Befare,. becauſe the man Will 
n,,he.will not conlider 5 and After, he 
dares. not. Firſt, he refiſts, his own 
thoughts, and, then, he flies from them, 
haying. had, the courage to da, what his 
courage fails him impartially. to think on, 

;1-; Before the commiſſion-of Sin: the 
Sipger muſt not conſider, becauſeit is e 
F&llary. for him-not, xo know, what, ie 
doth; as our Lord ſpeaks of his Marde- 


rats, Luke 23, 34- They know not. what 
they dor,tor had they not made ſhift. norts 
know,.that he was the very, Son of oh, 
tte. brightneſs ,of, bis Fathers, glary, aud thi 
expreſs image of bis perſorr, Heb.1.3. "ger 
than,the Angels, appointed, Judge af a 

the Warld,. trom;whole mouth/all Gene- 
rations, of: men mult hear the! definitive 
{cntence for theig.gternal. ſtate, then they 


thoſe.delpightsand indignities that he tut; 
Caſes of Sin, -1t 1s yery, requilite chat the 
Sinner may not.know . what, bg. doth, © 

be is all. qge, that by incoti {ration 


6s 0 RyjnanpefGinr 
Rt pe 
tedpe!” Indeed: Tnfidelity in (Hf isig ine 
GK qualificariotr to aci00nk 
fin freely 4 but becauſe: that is not! offs 
preſent and ready attamment, inconfide> 
rativri maſt ſupply'the-want of that Viet 
i mn&&dfulto the ends of Sin. - '/To'this 
purpoſe its greatly requiſite that the Sin- 
ner doth 'not conſider things ſo- worthy 
© x@beconfidered, asthathe incenſes apain(t 
hinfdf'an" irceſiſtible/-arger, in fear'of 
whiththe greateſt homanecourage angfe 
ro tvenible 5' that be ſports upon the-Cits 
fines'of adeadly Precipice'z- that theCup 
of his pleaſure, wherett he Urinks-ſp1d6- 
keioully; is mingkd with®the» poiforof 
Dragons -4ri* the venom of: Afps;-1Degs. 
32/93; He muſt confider none of theſt 
chings ;'but forger Heaven -and:Hell; 
Go44nd: his own Soul, that he! mitytibe 
able! to' 'do* what he'eonld but: dow 
theſs. were tiot5*arid 'mdeed" {oi farige $0 
obviateatl/their efficacy, ' inconfiderarion 
makes'th&n not to be. © He muſt neveaike 
x'deliberdte'coth(dl; nor! weigh: threat- 
mnt 'Vapdinfto remprations: /: guſtvrtears 
#gami(Valſe hopes 'ir/ar eq ha ballmoe 
93 ' Is like 
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hkeone that would-be-able:cojuſhfic rhe 
wildors of his _ bathe Mamn 
Shto+his Sins; as the Horſe: Ichorþe! Boos 


Fer.&:6, which by the muſical incanration 
of the Trumpet being-put into a fit of 
beutiſh fury gocth on rubs mect'the Inſtru- 
mentsof death, and confiders nor, that he 
ſerves no ends of his own worth the dany- 
gerinto which he runs. Thus the Sinner 
muſt hearken to nothing but the! preſent 
Inchantment-of his Sins, and. —_— 
thing to- come, think on nothing butthe 
alluremient of finfu} pleaſures, and<open 
his breft to' receive in the whole mg 
Shu and let bis thoughts expatiateIfta 
xeRation, flattering himſelf int 
the' pon on the Rs of rhat fa- 
fiefaction-in finful ways, * which he ſhall he 
flire inever to find; but for other thi 
which: being confidercd: as they ought, 
would make him have but a. little heart 
to this Sin, he leaves the conſideration. of 
them: rill 1 n be time for him 'to exarſle Ki 
repent. +! 
Fr ” Alive the coptdiion of- ”" Shi 
it requires a great meaſure of; hardneſgof 
Sou of {ifhe had rather; hoveldſagh 
M4 ) 
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win. es colirags.t2.dare-to think 


b done, .1mpartially (toiconſis 

_, that he; dared .to trample under his 
feet the Majefty..of the Imperial. Crown 
of Heaven, = to violate. a.Law:given 
with. the dreadful ſolemanities of Thundeg 
and Lightning,; as a ſpecimen! of -the-teps 
rors intended to revenge the violation 
of it and.that thereby he is become ob- 
Doxious.to the eternal torments,..having 
contracted, a guilt, that would make-the 
yndations..of the World...tremble.t6 
zear,z. with, many.other things of the like 
nature, which inſeperably.. belong..tau | 
antul life,. till it be repented of and-fors 
aken, all which.the Sinners courage>fails 
him to canlider 3 and now he 1sready: for 
any company, or divertifement, to.avoid; 
bis. mclancbply, an ;hard. name..for the 
reflexion, of his thoughts upan 1s omlp 
congition,; He muſt ſeek his pleafureag 
the broad; World., and become.;a Viagas 
on and, Fugirive from; him(elt;z:abyuki | 
look diſigently into his own breſt; heli 
in danger with, Belſhezzar, Dan.g.10: that' 
his thoughts will;.trouble; him, :and. thay - 
he bg agt.ahle.to. preſerve the fiedfaſtng( 
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ſtepjawalt. 
; Ay be allowed. 6; had "i 
pare; the light to afingh Lee 

withapalt.fear; and to. dic.of = 


Which. he: had: eſcaped. ped-:i But? 
caſe, is far-difterent,-the. Sinner-1v-nat 
any-more: Ny for eſcaping Le 
of his own, thoughts z, and: Inbonf(d 
tion-1s. as deadly as.it-is.,to-Sin;' /'But'h 
onely-.in purſuance of an hearty pury 

| torepemt, a. Siriner ray well have buthi 
tle;mind to.,confider;. if. he' urns t 
himlctf-his:Conſcieace meets him in” 
anger;-which,; he feels:as a Sword In: 
bowelsg; and -his Conſcience: ig"bat kh 
own Reaſon remonſtrating againlt. hige) 
doings 3: paſling a ſentence- of 
tion-upon: him, which he fenlibly? a 
within. himſelf : For the' $''q 
 Mindand Reaſon; will never-forgive 
till-he hath. Te ented; nw 6: Raul! 
be:c:able to-obtain-a; Ice 
from kinleif to live! Hin , 
Canſcienee i'like rele ye) whom 


te wh ſent 


90 -\Ropignatgnof Sian: 
ont: | beftjre the Ib aetirer rokeep thert in 
their way y and- whom they- wert! roms 
aged not t6 provoke, Exod: 23,'21 
will not pardon pardon his tran for 
the tiame of Gol isinit. All the Reaſon 
andiaodetſtanding/ which- he dares 6 
ſuffer; "charges him with Folly and-Mad- 
5H 5 he feels inwardly: the' eourge' of 
own thoughts; -and 15 of 'a baſe Repu: 
ration with dis'0wn Conſcience, :that..is, 
with himſelf. ''We cannot bur jadge that 
manto ſuffer'a very uneaſie penance, who 
having by ſome baſe and ſhanieful crime; 
forfeited his good name. with :all' men; 
concerwes{(like Cairin his guilt) chat eye- 
-nin he meets wg Ay his crime-by 
thinking off it, and fo is continually 
t to ſhume'in himſelf by the ſuſpeted 
iſhonour of mietis: thoughts. Ar: the 
caſe of the wicked man is much alike t0 
be acconmed of, 'who, though he may 
par cſeapet ſes bf great infam y amongſt 
yet is withiti himſelf of- nil} nant; 
yay Baſs repittation ; his own: thoughts 
oe .ſhame and comempt uponhim,-and 
ſcarce Har ger, m fear ofa yevis 
bog and reprojchtul thought : Bis Tit 
ineſs 
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to - Ip 
$6(7289ft- be©to! ONT 2rd YAderſthrſd 
Wetklf bur Hetley ad by'all tn : 
fible; ro:avoid hinfelf ſeeret iwalt Aft 
con@Qderation' of himſelf 6” 
10JE1s' good? wiſdom to-lay up” comtifore 
forthe attic to cine; in makin | 
tare tim, eholditiy t6'the belts 
paſt; #$r a comfortable ine om 
thitigs i ly aitd piouſly' dotie4' (5 d&'fb 
now; as ſhall nimiſter 'a defi befor 4ffes 
xidtÞ £0 OO our following' y ears 3” and -rhitt 
we'miy: enjoy our" firſt Vedt over 2 
mou? laſt, inthe conſcience'df the 


wildonandgoodneſs'that yields ple: 
upotyreflexion,” the good and pct 
this-World periſhes in the pron, oe 

tes par it isloft, Tr was p x; Br: 
£667 Dj#ts to remember that he om an 
ts g6vd thing s. And' they ate attived 
tfito agreat"degree' of wickednefs, wha 
Ie ible to take pleaſure' in the rhenis 
ofa Sin** for Sin naturally yds row 
apbnthe remembranceof it. | "There re 
Isnot enouph to lay, that'the Sinner 165 
fey eveiy day,as falt as it paſſes oye" ant 
thilt &5his own Kiture cotnfort, as welt dy 
21963 to 


62+ Ratner... 
Le ON of -his|being, he; lixes,| Vic) 
be is, of;n6 advantage. to hay. 
tou OT d0 for. the fame: mpmen, that It; 
actually is in being;7 bat further, hig,] 
is, (hill the. wore for, what, he bath Jived; 
already 3, all that is paſt of his life is;pre= 

nk tall that is, to. came; more 
walaringyp gulthe deſpoils the,days w- 
gf their, comforts, and obviates the 
op of the future, light. Be he, lay, 
4PEeang of a ſpiritual AAfure, and. birSf 

1mpoctance.to heart, he enjoys high 
Fa worle and worſe; the laſt It) | 
i far the follies and | 
lL.chat went before,tul be and wade 
Gon the. nfirmities of ag ABSs 
andthe 1 _ngvicies 608 idk 269 
helubſtance of this reſent re onNJ 
"uhelb this, that: oh Sinner ao th 
YEr; be.able.to. Juſtifie» the wiſdom,pf do- 
wg fuch things, ; as at ſhall aflict ham, txe; 
£3. Which, he..ought .to. wh ta 

+ es res the Hiſtory, gt 

that bw. Le might + 
ths Sinn relhon of, for Yrs ps ety 
(qzrity might. take them, and. they 
Fe were pallible). be nemanded, g0 Ki, 
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er Were, "46"WHeh' not © 
8 HA (if confilered)" trouble"hita 

eft day that He'ſh "Iives nd! Hitt 
his memory into a Store-rovnt 
indShame, which" ban fg iris ftivred? ol 
it Yall throw the oben 
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Fave more rexafon*thay btbers'to prove 
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thay eres Ay quices that HE: 
r' fate; t6'tn 

tb'f j0ice abroad; "Having 6 og 
arhome”ifn Nene brefts.*0 
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rig th he enjoyy allfyppeace b 
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HANTS 51A Hare not. exa- 
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vor far 
Wo «pal Wer Falk 
bim to think h won Won os 
qual"trial,-to retire, into his. own/breſt] 
on Fara yo kagn the $1 el 
t ec l 
and upo n Of beown). —_ fo'tak mY 
poſs the.chaicn, that he. hath made; 
N beabl le ro.ell.ys, what inmard-f 
1 of mind, bg finds. in the 
a of. his ways.to,the, Laws, 
m.? But this is,-too mph 10 ET 
t of: 'the Sinner ;. after. an equal Fonſt7 
deratio.x im but te]l yg whether all the 
pleaſure of Sin ſhould tempt, him wto. Li 
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if-after the. Sin-he: werent able; £0 can 
— oy. 
not on” own: 

how. little he' Would: think $. Whether it 
he bad not art to avoid his pra 
he:would' dare to provoke 4t 2 (And 
ew Satharecl us; with whit reaſon: 
ayoids oon eration, now repentancemay 
remedy. his Errors, eo. refer -ittro/anothes 
World, when he ſhall have an yholectets 
nieyeohink over and bus fach 
» compleat air ? what: were 

powevot Ine nodcrecins worth >:One 
Sanger of ſome powerfyl-Lxthe''that 
ſhould \make him forget all chav ever. ae 
hath ibeen-:and:done, were a betterrdhief 
than ten! thouſand fuck drops aheinthe 
Ramble .imnvain;/ And:what Wit 


tableto 'the doing thoſe 

which in-<ternity'it ſhall be 1s: 

pirGof Rid to-cemembend> 03 +220} 1 o— 
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ohes lat gy egoing » Confders 
7: thons: 1. CO 
Qbſcrvation o epugnancy of a fim- 
ful-bfe ro the: humane Underſtanding in 
thoſe-two-/powersand properties thereok 
Reflezion'/ and: Fore-Gghrs by which-we 
| bave a great/adVantage-; ovcr:.3rcational 
;> who are .capable'of enjoying 
but:theibateipreſent; tor thereby weds 
m/ a fort-partake ſamething-of- coddning 
and-are: 1n! fome--{enſe preſent; with how 
arid future Times; by which we-leartt 
Wiſdomfrom' Ages paſt, and fetoh-Conyi! 
From: Liepes1 tro come 3/ Profit by Exs 
amples before the Floud,' and Rejoicein 
in Joys to come--at- the; Ent of ;the* 
World. | 

r. A Sinful life is altogether inconſ 
ſtent with: Refle&tion; as to refle&ion! 
upon-:and- into our felves, Sin cannot 
bear:itz as to refleFion on the Exam” 


ub of. all paſtiTimes, it is TeFuginge 
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to all-the wiſdom that 1 is to be colleged 
fromthem.”” 
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Firſt, Sin is nat able, to. bear refl:-&tion 
on, Our Own "Ways, *and irito our own 
hearts. We have in the fore-going Se- 
ion conſidered how uncomfortable fuch 
arcflegion 15: to the Sinner,.ſo that this 
Prerogative, of his, Nature ſerves but to 
trouble and diſquier him : and ifit-mighe 
be. permitted unto bim, it-wquld betor 
his-caſe:to be diveſted of it, and to-/bes 
dcame-as the brute, Creatures to whont 
Nature hath denied the power torcfledt, 
yboog uncapable of doing. things. wor- 
wot reflection; and in like. manner the 
ras tothe; principal courſe: of his 
71.4 doth things | onely worthy ;to tbe 
targotten.,, It were more conducive-to' 
his' peace, if he might be permitted 't9# 
lye ,all bis: life like as Brutes, live-in. 
this reſpects who: have nothing to! do: 
with what is paſt, and to all intents areas 
it vere; dead to all. the time that isgone. 
How .ovany. advantageshave Realks that" 
arg; juſt matter afthe Sinnersqaviy,andifag: 
whichit would prove'no lalng bargam' 
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2, A Sinful life defeats/all the ikiva 
that Reflection is able to gather from alt 
paſt times, the examplesand experience of 
all the World is loſt upon hin; all time 
paſt is gone in vain, and he1s not at alF the 
wiſer for the experience of the almoſt fix 
thouſand years of the World ; and all the 
World before him hath lived nothing to 
his-benefit and imſ{tru&tion'; For he could 
not-have"made a worfe choice, . though 
there had never been aniexample before 
him, and he were the firſt man whoma 
flattering temptation had betraid into mif- 


chief: 'he- could but have taken the fame |. 


courſes, though Adam had proved ſuc- 
ceſsful in his diſobedience, and he and his 
poſterity had'enjoyed his Sm s comfar- 
tably as ever the Deceiver could pronuke, 
or he himſelf hope. 

But now that the experience of of 


Ages hath atteſted that the trinmphing ef | 


the Wicked is ſhort, that the cafteſt conſe- 
quent of Sin is to repent, 'and the inſpired 
Recordshave delivered down the memo- 


riesof the Wicked in charatters of diſho-! 


nour; We have our Reaſon in vain; if we 
gather no; inftruction. to our ſelves from 
45. "2 
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(ha 
| ) Angels; and-tq appear: 


va Reeſe. 
-W\ Hiſtory: and; Bxpericnce 3 but; 
ourives Tikes thafe who: fiveto Hiſtoay 
bat onely to-Infamy, and ;are; preſerved 
from Forgetfiulnefs, but .enply; to:Shan 
«nd' Coritemnpe' And- $9 we chulf: 56 
liveſach hyes.as 'we wpuld) count.a; pu- 
miliment/ to be::recorded 2:; As ttrhe Hi- 
tory of our-Hyes ſhonld no meet 'ne'imn 
the other World, and the Jaſk-day'wavld 
nt revive the infamy of, out Sins; which 
the 'Grave and; Forgerfulneſs, may for: « 
time! conceal * and wHl it not be: more 
to be expoſed then; Hefbre! Men 
before: all the 
Wold cbaſpieuouſly vile,; than to have 
our! memories preſerved, in; a Ghronjel 
in' a Character, in which: we owl | 
be aſhamed: to ſee our ſelves? Ry Tefle+ 
ion on: Times paſt, we: may atfure ans 
ſelves that it was in undoubted folly: that 


\the Wicked made fuch a-choice; which 


foorthey found they had-litthe reaſon-to 
rejoace in; that all the'pleakire of their 
evit ways was toeHtear at the price of the 
fabſequent diſhinour and maxery'," ito 
which'they are changed, and) the Chara- 
"Gee © of - 35 mfamous in'all 
'th N 2 Exam- 
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Examples before us. {But is "ny one of 
an ill: favour wn the deat 2 'The'L 
indeed give it 'a little luſtre and reputas 
tion, and inithe'examples'of men-alive, ft 
hath more allurement; but'is it 10 long 
before'they ſhall be reduced to the ſame | 
ſlate, whereirl no- man'will think them 
worth his envy, though they may have 
been the- haj eſt of all/the” Ungodhy: 
And it is as hetle' Wiſdoni to' imitate the 
Viees, as to-envy the happineſs the Dead 
Once bad 5 and: it is equal happineſs to 
have had pleaſures whichnow are paſt, as 
it is wiſdom 'to-'make ſuch our choice, as | 
very: ſhortly 'muſt be ſo'; and which in all 
paſt.examples' we ſee diſparaged by their 
being at an end, andiwhich incealing to 
be, have confeſt their unworthinels of 
competition with ſuch as are 'to retnain 
for ever. - | $1.0 
Tx is caſic by "refle&ion on Times paſt 
in the Examples of the dead, to ſee all the 
tehcity confuted thatis to befound i in the 
ways of Sn;- but the Sinner allows him- 
ſclt robe no wiſer forall: other mens ex? 
 perierce;.and::will take.no-:confutation 


of his Sins, but the having undone _ 
ſel 
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(opp thems .and he will be what: thoſe: 
jen-have been, whom he believes to-have* 
PN inthoſe very ways 1n- which he! 
lowsthem.3 that. is to fay, that he will 
not believe that poiſon tobe! mortal 


_ Which hath deſtroyed ten thouſand lives, 


till he hath made experiment upon his 
own, and will take no other proof of its 
deadly Nature,but to be dead himſelfup- 
6n taking it: Otherwiſe all paſt experience 
will confirm us in this great truth , That 
to do wickedly 3s to do fooliſhly, antd that our 
our onely wiſdom is to repent, and to ſin no 


more. For confirmation hereof, it were 


a very obvious thing to: produce the-ex-» 
amples of great and eminent Sinners, -of 
whole Nations: of the Wicked; of near' a 
whole.World undone by Sin, whom'we 
ought not to ſuffer to have. periſhed/in 
vain 3 but to learn wiſdom by the Exam- 
ple, which it coſt them ſo dear to giveus, 


baving ' periſhed in confirmation - of the 


evil that there is in Sin. | 

2. Neither doth the; Smner make'-a 
better uſe of his power of Fore-fight; 
he lives but ex tempore, values onely-the 


preſent time, in the worſt-ſenſe he takes 


Ng no 
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noohougtitfor bo! moiriow, : (eo, not: fot) 
mary peter Hz tothe endin _—— 
Forchght 2 

receivedit in wa {4 phermye rower 
the Beaſts,” which -beoauſe.chey are to pox 
r#hiſo fooh; do not need tt, arid are beſh 
withoutit ;. hereby '1n eternal concerns, 
he hinders: himſelf of all the pleafure of 
hope, and all the ſafety of fear. If-great 
things becauſe future, may not be allowed 
towake an anfwerable impreſſion on our 
hearts, 'we have this part: of 'dur Nature 
redundant ,. and hope and fear become 
ewo-: uſcleſs and faperfluous affections 
within us. /Imean{(asI juſtnow faid')} an 
repard toithe things of our etemnal-tate, 
whoſe right it-is 10 the fir{t-place to be 
mrended:” wn things pertaining to: this life 
rhe'Smner:knows the uſe of Fore-ighe; 
and till reaches, after fome future good' 
1in- his expectation, and m- a camal fenſe 
hves'by-Faith and vhe happineſs that:he 
pecmiſcs himſelf from this World is al» | 
waysſtil]to'come. . But a rational. Fore- 
fight:is-not bounded within the/limitsof | 
time'3: by thjs we are made capable to 
_ eorogd the viſible: World; 


to 
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to/prepaſiefs the joys of Eternity; and-to 
obviate.the contrary evils in their temos 
teſt cauſes z3- butall this wiſdoni-1s firu- 
ſtrated by . the Sinner, though he learn it 
ofalmoſt all profeflions of men in their re- 
ſ{petive concerns. - The Husbandman 
ſows in hope, and expedts the return of 
his Seed but upon a fore-ſeen Reſurre- 
Gion, and that not more probable init 
ſelf, than- that which by Faith we look 
for. And the Merchant expects the:rre- 
turn of his Venture, as it were, from anos» 
ther World, divided fromours as tmpaſ- 
| ible as Heaven; but onely that we are 
better at improving Art than Faith : and 
between: which there are no ſuch ready 
and ſpeedy ways of communication. But 
the Sinner to all the purpoſes of his Soul; 
renders the power of Foreſightuſeleſsin 
him, doing very little with reſpe& to the 
other World, to which he cannat but ex+ 
to be removed inſuch a ſpace of time, 
yond which our very Reaſon is able 
to: fee: by the little wiſdom to-which he 
applies his heart, he makes it evident 
that it 15 the leaſt part of-his work to 
number his days, asif he cauld foreſee'no 
N 4 end 
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end thereof,” It the whole- ſt4te bes 
yond this lite were cloſed up from-usin 
Pick darkneſs, ' and no' revelation 'had 
opened the leaſt proſpect into the future 
World, and Heaven and Hell were ur 
knownnames, ' then the Sinner could but 
do the ſame things as now he doth ; then 
he could bur conſult” his own will, fulfd 
the. vanities of his mind, mind earthly 
things and Jive without God 1n the 
World. None of the great realities to 
come have any influence upon his Coun- 
{els, and it makes no alteration with kim; 
that the Earth and all the works therein, 
ſhall be burnt up, and that all theſe things 
ſhall be diſſolved. And he 1s the fame 
manner of perſon as he could butbe, uf 
the World and he in it were immortal: 
his life hath no reſpect to any account 
that. he expects to give, noris there-any 
appearance thereinof any ſuch belief, by 
all the courſe of it his life ought to be /un+ 
accountablez for apparently he orders4t 
very 1l| ro-abide the judgment to-come, 
He: may ſee his own likeneſs in the uncons 
cernedneſs of a Beaſt for all future things; | 
for that without -any oe AR; 
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eats and {ports' tothe hft, \and'refralng 
fot'the leaſt! of its pleaſure , becauſe &6 
morrow it muſt die.» 'Thus in the days 
before the Flood, without any-coneern 
for what was to come, the: men/'of -that 
World enjoyed their good things: as de- 
liciouſly as might be, among({t the phets 
ſures of eating and drinkin , and maryry- 
ing, and mingled the thoughts ofa Floud 
no more with their Counſels, than Sintiers 
now-do the confideration -of the-day'sf 
Judgment, but they periſhed remedilethyy 
and-as they periſhed, it was not ſÞ prear 
a comfort to refle& on, that they" had 'nbr 
j_ their perdirion before its'time 

y fearing it, as an aggravation” of theif 
miſery-not to have done what in wiſdom - 
they ought for jts prevention. ' Thus the 
Sinner by C—_— the benefit of Fore- 
fight, equals himſelf with the Beafts thar 
| riſh; and in being no more than they, 
e-becomes many - worſe. Thar 
Queſtion of our Lord to his Diſciples was 
very tull of Motive and! Argument; hut 
do:ge more than others ? Mat.'5; 47." For 
Chriſtians ought to be the beft — 

| An 
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And it were a queſtion of equal force! and 


great reproach: to. Sinners to be asked, 


What are ye better than brute Creatures 
that wear Horns and tread on Hoofs? 
Have ye little elſe materia] to diſtinguiſh 
you, but an upright aſpet, whereby you 
ſee the Heavens by immediate intuition, 
which they look at below in the ſtream 
whereat they drink? Can ye contetit 
your ſelves with ſuch hke little advantas 
pes, and. quit the chief Prerogative. of 


your Nature? that is, to underſtand and 


todawilſely, to foreſee good andevil in 
their cauſes, timely to get out of the reach 
of an evil, whileſt it is yet far off; This 
is the character ofa wile man, as the con+ 
traty is of a Fool. Prov.22.3. A prudent 
man foreſeeth the evil and hideth himſelf, 
but the ſimple paſs on and are puniſhed-:/ 
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confideration towards our recovery from 
4:ftate of Sin. For upon conſideration 
impartially had , we could very hardly 


þ | bear with, or pardon in our {elyes, the 


doing ſuch contradictionto evident Prin- 
dples-of Reaſon and Rules of Wiſdom 
2s/npon- our juſt enquiry: appears to: be 
done-unto them in living a fintul life. -If 


{| the AInderſtanding may have its liberty 


to plead, and be admitted" to a juſt hear- 
ing, it would not be born down in ſuch a 


We cale of evident truth and wiſdom, but 


would gradually recover its loſt autho- 
rity and power over the inferiour Facul- 


| ties made toobey it z for who could car- 


ryiabout him an: actual conviction of do- 
ing fooliſhly, and perſiſt in doing it? that 
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is, how. can he. perſiſt in his impeniter 
havingthe innate evil,” mighty loſs and 
equal danger that trend Sin manifeſtly 
preſented to him' ir a due and frequent 
conſideration? Conſideration ang Sin are 
mutpally. ſg regugnant to, that they Gan- 
not bear each other. If a man will fin, he 
muſt forbear to conſider; or if he wall 
confider, he muſt forbear to fin: For Sin 
1s.of ſach an evil nature, that if we would 
make it fitto-be conſidered, it would not 
readily obtrude it ſelf upon us; and it is 
of equal difficulty to be conſiderately foo- 
liſh, and to be confiderately wicked. It 
is moſtly in the power of Inconfideration 
that Sinners are able -to do ſtrange and 
unaccountable things'z by virtue of oy 
they can (in as efte&ually, as if they, h 
the grolſeſ{t 1gnorance'or misbelief tothe 
aſiſtance of their. fins 3 fo that we ſhall 
diſcern nothing intheir ways but whats 
conliſtent with as great ignorance, as be- 
nights the darkeſt parts of the World; 
and experience confirms, that a man need 
not be born: and bred in Paganiſm to be 
extremely wicked, and to.live withogt 
God inthe World is.not onely the ine 
4 N- 
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© re bitds's up all pres aaroms 
of the beltknowledgeland, belict-;4t-15 
_ zand Faith putiinto-aRt and-exers 
dſby*confideration, that-is of any'fords 
wor to gener 'us wenn nc: 


tions to be and to:do: confideratdly: it 
he'is; and what he doth: that our aGier 
and hves be: not meer caſial. things, and 
therefore not able toabidean account; ag 
cy: —_— of my mature eons 
or at leaſt having the prineipalthings 
Jeft out''of our gies Hou my God, 'our 
Souls and Eternit 
. Bittet'us ſet the Lord before "y -plack 
Heaven and Hell to the beſt adv 
of bur. inſpeRion, and let-it be noprejs+ 
dice to/our Souls in the reſolves weitake, 
that'they are unſeerrof-our bodily tyes5 
het tus ſit downand. confalrqakethe 
ftions , and; call in to our affi- 
hitethe* beſtj1 judgmentsthat canbe hag: 


fa us Took beyond, the preſent] tothe 


con- 


porn” 
eonofaflon of things in tomharition Lu 
Ut every / rials Gena 
of our [account; ahd{ev Wiilen 
be:ourt puide:''Ler-us do info grinth 
concetn'as this of 'Prexnity: 1s, ag witoimei] 
do-mrall adiots' bf": moment3for- 
willjot 'ventare- alltharthey Havema 
every unexamined appearance, norh 


the -ſpectous perti pre Bar 
os whom they jaftly fipett of 4 


them 3-/but ' iy every great 

conſider; leſt they: thewld | | 
ge" Fre lves in 'araffair torhs pre. 

both: of their" Eftate and *Reputs- | 

tion's For in worldly things mer will 'be 

carefil'not to:undo thenfives! if itwere 
but for the honour of their Wiſdom; left 
in becoming ws ars by unadviſed/cour 
fes;'they' prove thetnſelves Fools, and fo 
fhoald ' both rearn and bluſh: at onee. 
And is it not eafic to produce any'/fhx 
dow of Treafon,' why we ſhouldnodt take 
equa} care, ' and! praftiſe equal” conſidety- 
rion ivthe concern" of ſich /unſpe 
hopes and aſtoniſhing dangers, as welbgve 
before us, 'as wedo'in Hinge 
tothis lower Workd.”” | 
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Conſideration, tet asfee whiat ex Tor 
of 'adyantage from ir weimay ju 

t6 our ſelves. 


4 Piebob Ttis Fare to blow up and kithdle iis 


ceable' 'to the nature of the 


lng All experience one 
w weak and Fang in aſtate\of 
Siri the Sinners = = are towards ſpt- 
ritual objeRs ; > and what'great ma@i 
is the conſequence orepk, Pre, 
faithfulneſs to our own Souls we would 
bring fuch objects near,and repreſetit them | 
to opr: ſelves in their true appeatances, 
and/with their juſt advantages, it would 
make ns conſid ſome ſenſibility within-us: 
fi very hard hearts upon preſling"appli- 
cation of mighty ahi ge have been foreed 
to relent, and yeild to the impreflions/ of 
Fear and Deſtre3 _— diſerome com 
, thoughts, and mm ts have 
6 6 $4 to the Ferret as'if 
they, had never relented. 

Fit, Let us examine the power: of 
Pontetatign towards the exciting the 
affetion of a juft fear.in us, © Tothigpurs 
poſe Jet us ſuppoſe any (perſon nnder # 

Ju 


may. hk 2 meet: wich great. things -of 

mighty efficacy.to. excite, keep rg and 
keep awake inhim this needful affeftion; 
which, things the. more he . thinks over, 
and;the;more agreeable conceivings ;he 


ſhall improve / in that. fear which is ta 


preſent. to himſelf in a ſteady confidera+' 
tion God glorious in holineſs, irreſiſtible 
in.power, , terrible in. majeſty, and. with 
attention look over all the ruines that the: 
divine: almighty anger hath made upan 


tency 3. and let him too aſſure himſelf, 
that after the longeſt tra of time. God 
1snot the more reconciled. to.evil 3 and 
thinks-the ſame of it, and, equally, bates 
it; - as-when he .ſent_ a. Univerſal Flaody 
and:rained .down Fire :and Brimſtone:go: 


part and revenge 1t.z.. that MX: 
{ah 


bath of them .1n- his mind , the more he |. 


' watch over him. To thispurpoſe let him, | 


the provocation of mans ſin and. wen.» 
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Meſbah become, it isnot at allthe more' 
fafe to. fan, and that 1impenit and:pre- 
ſumption are as mortal -as'before Chriſt 
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was born. Let him further m ſober con- 


ceivings take a Survey of the many fear- 


ful threatnings to be found in the word: 
of God, 'enough to make it the moſt da- 
ring thing in the World to fin. ' Let hinr 
fix a ſteady look on the deſcription ofthe 
eternal puniſhments, as they are deſcribed 


on-purpoſe to preſerve us from fo great a 
danger, if extreme and endlefs torments, 
and compleat confuſion be confiderable 


enough to make us think on: new Coun- 


| ſels.-” And when ſuch a perſon hath fra- 


med in his mind conceptions agreeable to 
the truth of theſe things, and given them 
their due attention, 1t he be able to con- 
tmue not to fear, he gives proof of a{tou+- 


ter ſpirit than the very Devil can truly 


laya claim unto, James 2. 19. | 
Secondly,Let us enquire into the power 
of Conſideration in kindling and exciting 
our-love towards God. To'thisend let 
us:1n-a due conſfideration-expatiate.over 
that fathomle(ſs: and boundleſs Ocean i of 
Goodneſs which there: 18.1 God, from 
11> O which 


194 Repuguancy.of Sim + OP 
which eyery drop of goodneſs in eyeny 

thing and perſon is deſcended, which 
ſtreams out in viſible emanations over al] - 
the. World, and feaſts all the Hoſt of Hea- 
yen with never-cealing ſatisfaction and 
delight, and ( if that be not enough!) 
which gave Chriſt Jeſus to the World, 
and in him manifeſted forth ſo: much of 
it ſelf here below, -as the heavenly Na- 
tures ſtooping down, find ſomething 1n 
his Goſpel meet to detain their thoughts, 
and to entertain their ſpeculation, though 
accuſtomed to the ſight of that tranſpor- 
ting Glory and Beauty which are. cter- 
nally to; be ſeen in that light which they 
inhabit, Let us in alike fixed contems» 
plation more nearly look on our Saviour, 
God manifeſt in the fleſh, performing miy 
racles of Humility, Patience, and Selt-de-. 
nial, and all in purſuance of a mighty de- 
ſign of love towards us, giving ſenſible 
demonſtrations, that it was eafier to him 
tobe nailed to a Croſs, than to ſee us pe- 
Th ; and to abide thoſe baſe deſpights;” 
idjgnties, and. contradictions which 
ſuffered of Sinners, than to forbear to. 
ſave out - Souls: and fo letting 'thoſe. 
” on things 
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"that thete +18 an attraftive power,.ig 
goodneks, that draws forth the Soul of 
man towards it, and excites deſires in him 
to beunited unto itz and thoughthrough 
the depravity of Humane Nature, ſuch 
affections ſo excited may quickly languiſh, 
and become almoſt extinct in prefence.of 
the”"next earthly temptation,.. yet ſach 
mighty conſiderations duly repeated-cany 
rot but contribute towards the rendri 
fach affeftions habitual, eſpecially if as oft 
a5 they ariſe, they ſhall be formed. intq 


earneſt prayers, into which holy affections 


do almoſt naturally convert z wherein 
were no preſumption to look for the 
pbwerful concurrence and cooperation of 
the holy Spirit, ſuccouring us againſt the 
relnFXant part of our. own wills, and tax 
king part with every good thing in us, 
and cheriſhing the weak degrees, and 
ſtrengthening the firſt beginnings. of 
20odneſsin our Souls, opening themiclves 
unto; the 'influences of Heaven; for.at.is 
unreaſonable to think, that that moſtber; 
mgn Spirit who frequently. knocks at the: 


doors of mens hearts, that are faſt ſhut 
rr $* 


O 2 againſt 
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againſt him, and ſtrives wirh'the obſtinate 
and thoſe that reſiſt him, ſhould: with? 
draw himſelf from ſuch as by defigri"ifi 
diligent conſiderations and prayers 'open 
the doors of their Souls unto him; and 
that he ſhould ſuſpend thoſe his gracious 
motions and operations from ſuch as are 
become ſo pliable towards their impreſ- 
fion, which he is ſo accuſtomed to lofe 
on hard hearts: And the firſt degrees of 
holy affe&ions being planted and rooted; 
the following ones by the ſame repeated 
means, and greater eaſe, are to be attaitted 
by us whileſt we follow on tomake it our | 
buſineſs to be ſaved. FELS 
Secondly , Another benefit- rhat we 
may propound to our ſclves from earneſt 
Conſideration, is alſo a conſequent of that 
fore-going, and is this ; that it both''e&x- 
- cites our endeavours, and awakeneth'and 
increaleth our abilities : for our afteQions 
are both our conſtraint and ſtrength, and 
moſt of the inability we complain of in 
the ways of God, is the reſult 'of cold, or 
but lukewarm affteCtions, and little of the 
bulineſs of Religion is bard indeed,” ind | | 
any. otherwiſe than 1t' is hard to*dony | 7 
; : thing | 
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thing almoſt, which we have no heart un- 
to; what our Lord ſpeaks of Faith, we 
may apply toiLove, and ſay; that all 
things are pofible to him that loveth. 
The truth is, our Lord is not an hard 
Maſter, nor his Commandments hard fay- 
ings3- but we do not love him enough : 
the: more we love, the more readily we 
allent to the truth of the eaſineſs of his 
Yoke, and the lightneſs of his burthen, 
and our endeavours ſo excited, find no- 
thing unpoſhble unto them. Ir is to0 
evident to. be denied that there is no 


. nceerccaule of the perdition of Souls that 


1s more univerſal or more deadly thai a 
ſpiritual loth. We talk of the pleaſures 
of. Sin, but. the truth is, that moſt Sinners 
cannot. make ſo much of it, but if it were 
not; more-for ſloth than pleaſure, they 
might be content to be converted : and 
doubtleſs there are many . who. -would 
not,; to. the prejudice of their eternal 


hopes, : keep their (inful habits and diſpo- 


fitzons for.all the. pleaſure ._they have in 
heir. gratification, but onely for the la- 


; bour and. pains;it requires to, be diveſted 


- af them, : and for the difficukies/ of Con- 
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verſion; on:condition that with little/aps 
plication of their own, endeavours, they 
might be converted. by miracle; and as 
was in the firſt preaching; of: the Goſpel; 
that time of Miracles, be: vouchſafed the 
grace of a meer paſlive and inſtantaneous 
regeneration, I doubt not but they would 
willingly- reſign their Sins -and. change 
for new Hearts and Natures. If theze 
were ,a Preacher who had that miracy- 
laus power of S. Peter, to convert thous 
ſands at a Sermon, I doubt not: but they 
would conſent to beof the number of bis 
Auditors, and not refrain in. fear they 
{heuld return to their homes with a migh+ 
tyxenovation of their minds, and dread+ 
ing the danger of becoming . regenerate! 
But the caſe is not ſo, we, are to abtain 
s conqueſt over our fins by greatconflids; 
earneſt, continued - and perſevering 
prayers, by. repeated acts of Faith; ear- 
neſt and uncetſant looking unto, Jeſus; 
frequent ads of Self-denial , -and,dojng 
violence to. our moſt natural -or. habitual 
inclinations ; and now the men-go away 
{arrowful, becauſe Heaven: hath no. eaſier 
conditzong) and thatthere is fo muckdifs 
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to Prinbiples of Reaſon. ty 
fonlty' to be ſaved: theyarebound'witk 
the-cord'of thair ſloth, 'and need 'notithe 
#lurement ofgreat and powerful terhpri- 
tions to undo them. In this caſe Sloth 
s'as deadly to Souls as any 'aQual vio» 
knee done unto tbem, and they need no- 
thing more towards thetr /perdition' but 
to be negle&ed. External ' temptations 
become in great meaſure ſuperfluous to 
fach as indulge to-the indrſpoſition' of 
their hearts, and beſtow no-parns for their 
Souls ;/ which is the caſe perhaps 'of the 
greateſt number of the ungodly, the chief 


pleaſure theyjuſtly pretend unto; isonely 


the 'nepative pleaſure of taking no'pams, 
the dull delight of eaſe and idleneſs and 
ſtep, of offering no force to'their indif! 
poſitions , **and 'confliting no difficulty 
that obſtruts their good,” to go"with 
the 'curtetrt of their own will, to'fleep 
while they can, and to do httle þut what 
they ' woufd do; though there were 116 
heceflity of doing afry thing; 'and this is 
al the moſt have to ſhew' why they" will 
periſh.” Br HT 020711 416 2 3 SET LLOKTaL 
1-'And tow great isthe y of Confſi+ 
deration; in-exciting: arid attaxtinigitite 
V3 'S; 4. powers 


38? rRephrnancy-of Sift oy 
powers of. the Saul, and: makjng/us fee 
within our ſclves-that-we have themyand 
to)carn, that great part-of- our impotency 
lies.1n our not being awake and ſenſible 
and that a work or bufineſs in being of a 
ſpiritual nature and concern doth. not ne+ 
ce{larily, benum.ail our powers, and diſa- 
bleall the organs of motion and action in 
us; as If the ſight. of a work. to be done 
for God andour Souls, like the Fabulous 
Medu(a's head, did change us into but the 
Images of men, . and that to recover the 
fyn(tions of our Nature it were neceflary 
for the. Warld to preſent it ſelf before us, 
towards, which lite, as long as we. have 
any. left within-us, is apt toput forth-it 
felf. Though the Sinner looks like ſuch 
agenchanted thing towards; the worksof 


God; yet Conlideration; would: reſtore! 
the uſe,of his faculties, and by exciting: 
i0.him great affetions would make'himy 


figd his, harids, to ſtretch them forth to+ 


wards Heaven 3, unlooſe his tongue, and: 
make. his knees. confeſs their joints, and- 
he ſhall find his bed ofidleneſs -an hasd: 


P lac £9 relt on, and to be adle;under! 
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ty-conyictions, Will be more ungaſit! 
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would corn to-be'-with-held fi 
doing what a great affe&tion of fear-.ov 
love requires - to - be -dohe,- - -God:-cam- 
plains. of the wicked that-they do'notſtrr 
up themſelves , Iſaiah-64+ 7. now we 'are 
ſtirred up to ation by our EY and 
they by. con{ideration.,/'; +: /| 4 

Tr remains that it 1s our great one 
to practiſe earneſt and frequent: conlide- 
ration, to commune with our own hearts a 
to. make» diligent —_ that we may be 
ſatisfied in our ſelves. of the agreement or 
_ diſagreement of the courſes-- we- take to 
the-Laws of Wiſdom, All. great things 
_ we have any concern with, hayga 

t tobe conſidered, ' Heaven: and- -QUE 
awn- Souls. have the firſt claim -to- our 
thoughts, 'and 1f we were ſo, juſt. as.t6 
ove all things their due, it, would fall to 
the ſhare of thoſe great'things to be, anch 
and: often- thought -on. --And we-cannat_ 
uſe:our:thoughts - more profitably,,. nor 
make them turn-to better;aceount. thag'i 
uling them-i in.the ſearchof the: true. 1 
dom{;and-(they-being- able with mat 
(yl ſpeed-to-:compais the- widelt 
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ces)\ih wploying them to fetch 'inftru« 
@ion, motive arid comfort from theother: 
World. It'is pity ſo many-'thonſmd 
onghts ſhould: be loſt as Warer fpile 
vpoir the- grounds / and when we have 
fidone, th#t we ſhould'not count: our 
lf; as if they could nor be much worth, 
when we have them ſo cheap; or- as'if 
we thought' "theſe «wings of our” Souls 
were givef1 us but for to ſport our ſelves 
Ie chaſe of Vanity,” or but to grove on 
the 'ground,- and -brood over 'a Clod of 
Earth: | whenas: wifely exerciſcd'ithey 


and-profitable 'mſtrutions, and we might 
meet with a thought better worth 10 us 
than all the World, and in thinking .te- 
ceive'an rridiation into our minds more 
profitableand more Tomfortuble than the 
Iight :of the Sun: | 
There is indeed: difficulty: in keeping 

our thoughts intent on ſpiritual ſibjeets 


owt vaitt-mindsbeing ready to cloſe with 


every opportunity of diverſion 5/(but'we 
mizſf avcuſtomi our thoughts to-be under 


d; and to abide reſtraint; forthe: 
of hoJy-thonghts 15' worth all the 
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wonld return laden with ſolid delights 
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wg our ſelves thereatits, the difficulty will 
donvertinto pleaſure; 2 21 354100 v1 


Lev us apply the —_— | ts of this 
Diſcourſe particularly one?after:'another 
to our: ſelves, and /by 'thery-ſtir uprour 


ſelves to practice agreeable to the comp 
tion we receive from'thems let-usg: nve 
luffer great convictions to proveabortivey 
and; our-»Souls to 'miſcarry of thoſe :firft 
conceptions of Wiſdom and goodnefi/in 
us; but let'us improve every wiſe wm 
into anholy defire; and every holy'defire 


into an habitual good-affethon, and that 


into.an -anſwerable converſation: wo this 
purpoſe! letus take everyargument bye 
ſolf, candiias hitherto 'we have appliet 
them to-ſerye unto the end of convidtiong 
letus now improve them farther; as*mo<- 
tives of perſuafion, prefling «therwupon 
our hearts, and by particular apptication 
of: them'to our ſelves, expoſing our felve 
to:the full;power and force of :ſuchatges 
ments,/ by: which its better 't0"bexars' 
wiſhedthan to take tem Cities.” 4;xtivg' 
- ſelves to yield and ſurrender 
upiour. felE-will; and 40 bev overcopoby! 
dAfaty the 


p04 -: | 
the authoricy- at:Wildom, again which 
2t:15 na-glory toheldiout.;.. it 403 ro 
+: Let us think: our: Glues bound.tg 
fallow ſuch counſels, the wiſdomof which 
1s-recommended: unto 1s by. infallible aus 
thority: that 1s, let us ſo chuſe, and, fa 
 livezaas the holy Scriptures may; warrant 


our choice, and our ways; they are able 


to-bear us-out-inall the: obedience .we 
form unto them : For can:we delirea 
better: juſtification of: the wiſdom: which 
weembrace, than the approbation,of [n+ 
fallibility.? Let us have that on our Gidg, 
and we may deſpiſe the cenſures and. dif: 
ſent of all men... We may take , Wiſdom 
on.truſt of the Oracles of God. nor-need 
we care to be any. wiſer than they,.are 
able to.make us, Let us not practiſe any 
repugnancy to their decrees, as we: would 
Nna6 bring our; ſelves into ſuch a {traight 
that,we cannot ſpeak one word.inho 
ofthe divine Wiſdom; but we thereby, do 
confute.all our own, ,and implicitly\-xe- 
proach our ſelves for forſaking: Ras [nar 
\confe6 the- infallibrlity of Geds Word, 
but:we;do thereby leave. ouriſehwgs:; 
| : Tm a————s authority: of doing: op 


Jiſhly; 
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"to Principlerof Rouſh: a6y 


Mily: for "doubtleſs tolliaverno'othes 


hope of not being ina'mortal erronyy but 
what ptefumes omniſcience toſee-wrong; 
and infallibility' ro: miſunderſtand | was 
have "none at all.  Whileft ſuch 'a Book 
bf moſt excellent Wiſdom ſtands openrb 
us; can'we be content to be not at allthe 
wiſer for it ? and while(t Infallibilityofs 
fers us'its hand to conduQ' usin'a ſafer way: 
to'eternal 'blefledneſs, ſhall-we chuſtirg- 
ther to loſe our -_ in a Wilderneſs'of 
falſe hopes, and prefer vain preſumprions 
before the beſt aflurance ? 'Let usnotwalk ' 


.m any forbidden ways, wherein by juft 


conſequence we ſhall oppoſe our-! own 
judgrnent. to the unerring. Wiſdom ' of 
God; and ſoadd abſurdity to our fin; -.- 

{112, Let us give up our ſelves (as ſafely: 
we'may) to the condu@ of the Divine 
Goodneſs, which takes pleaſure. in doing 
good untous; and let'it ve ſeen by the 
courſes-we take, that the counſel of the 
beſt of friends (our Saviour ) hath ſome 


'ihfluetice'upon us, and let-us do no:fuch 
things as'may juſtly render'ns ſuſpedtedof 
"diſtruſting 'the —_ of his:counfels : 
for no part of uhbelicf 


is more injurions. 
to 
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toour'Lord- than that which -reflefts't 
hisright to be truſted of: all the'world; 
asf, we- could not take all his Humilia- 
tion, Apony, Croſs, and Paſfion for ſeeq« 
in-committing our ſelves to his con- 
du&.--Letus truſt him-ſecurely, and ſuffer 
himto'chuſe for us our end and our way, 
lerus chuſe our happineſs by his direction; 
and-purſue it by his guidance; and we 
ſhall'/be-wiſer by his Wiſdom ' than by 
ourown- Let us not in committing ſir 
do-fuch-a thing, from doing which the 
eateſt love that ever was madeknowt 

to the World, endeavours by ſo many at- 
ents and ſuch powerful perſuaſtons 

to hold our hands. © Let us do this ho- 
nour to: the Divine Goodneſs, as to'be- 

| lieve that God intends our goodin calling” | 
us to repentance, and perſuades ts our-of fi 
our Sins in kindneſs to our Souls: Eet” 
us thew that' we do put ſome affttance' in 
that goodneſs on which hitherto we have | * 

+ lived; andwithout which we cannot hope 
to-outhve ther moment 1n preſent being, 
and *which hath:done ſuch kindneffes ta* | ® 
our'Nature;that if Heaven were ſubjetto th 


like paſſions with us, might have becotte® | & 
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matter ofedecmry of A | 
y9:not add. Apcantionin os GS 
Goodneſs, to prefer in our itruſt the:fugs 
eſtions of an infamous. Deceiyer befors 
wn admonitions of. God 54it-is a t 
that no conſideration can bear with, thar 
Malice ſhould carry away-the'truſt-fom 
Love, and that we: ſhould © commit: our 
ſelves. rather to the temptations--of the 
- one than the counſels of the other 3; and) 
toſatisfie our ſelves with 'this poor Rea- 
lon, That though the counſels.of God cars 
ry.1n. them the ' moſt- kindneſs. and; the 
moſt fafery, yetthe Deceivers temptations 
have'thegreater charm.  * viii 
/3-.In all the counſels we take;:amd? 
throughout our . whole converſation. let 
ushave reſpet to what is like to be oap: 
future judgment, and do nothing that is 
to be repented of; that 1s to convert my 
toour future ſorrow and ſhame; but-let 
us. frequently ask -our ſelves, what we 
ſhall be like to think of our doings; when 
we ſhall think them over :at-our- death; 
and in eternity-;, for what 5 the: ſtuit 
thoſe things whereof we: are 40: be- 
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the'fafer counſel; notito:doiwhat.is: tg,h 
repented of; :than to-promiſe our ſely 
to repent; for: there-1s no..greater;;fally 
than for'a man to truſt -to: the:prom, 4 
which his deceitful heart makes infavour 
ofthe Sin he 1is-lothx ro-part with, Prov. 
28:'26, He that: truſteth in his own heart 
#a Fool; forthe truſteth in a known de- 
ceitful-thing.  ; It 1s a very:\ venturous 
thing in a _matter'of ſuch: fearful conſe- 
quence to truſt. to ſuch proniiſes whieh 
we have ſo much reaſon to fear art ſo ſe}- 
dom made good, as the - promiſes men 
make to their Souls of a no repen- 
- 4: Since Happineſs is ſo material-. a 
concern of our Souls, let us earneſtly 
look to it, that: we do not. miſtake:the 
thing, and: embrace its ſhadow and in 
ſeeking for it where it is not, weary-our 
felves- in- the -chaſe. of an impoſiibility, 
We muſt here make. our choice by Faithz 
for none of our ſenſes can-give us any true 
information of the-thing welook-for. Jt 
isof great importance not to; be miſtaken 
in happineſs 3-for there is no middle ſtate 


be- 
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| thay)! e of pore adove;, 


nor any res of miſery below. 
Lebus think it worth the diligetice need- 
&}x6that ef8,020 purſue afekcity equal 
eothic hibheft Shopertions and moſt capa- 
cious fhoakies of our Nature: ' For how 
ſhould we be content witly an happineſs 
that/hath' ohely the mime -withour one 
ſizrial property of the thing; that is; to 
ben0o happ Jer than this Wotld can make 
us, «dn Piney then weſballive? 

9 5,7 Bet u#netfuffer out ſelves to conti- 
fue utittioveableand refractory apainſt the 
greateſt ge 'that is, thie of ſavi 
| $We' caty think that 
wniecoſſary thingy und in; purſuance-of 
them; evi comply with the corſ®s 
haent neceſſity of repenting' and beets 
ing New: Creatntes A) the neceſſity! that 
the Sinner cat! pretend 66 infivou? off 
Sis: iv ſuch us he eannot-bur' 
wHOEns: offi tha{the:will hge 
| itipenagainibtrs.wieious diſteingers ond 
| biv/ba uſe ions nor iffe Xter DE 
io! xellepaley no nughy with.odd 


methods 
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methods { of. race - DE. N1S:  TeCOVER 
and4ikes him elf to: : fO;0C, CONKEP> 
red: in this caſe ir is a neceſſary for him ty 
fin,” az for. the fire t9,bum; 08 «5-0 
other thin me to at agreeable;it9, its, 0f 
'nature.-./; But. what - neceſſity; comp 
him. ſo, conteptly to; abide tn that ſtats 
wherein whilelt he ſo; continfies,. it 1s-Ne; 
ceſlary. for him/to do fooliſh; unreaſons; 
ble, and. ynexcuſable things?,. whan Agreat, 
neceſſity indeed calls aloud .unte. him; to 
repent. - Let ushearken! to its voice,and. 
make the World and Sin take this f for an, 
an{wer, That we are not-at liberty. to. 
ſerve them, being under the PE, and. 
command of a great neceſſity ,;leſl Ir. o8- 
Slſties than; which do; frequently make 
men.,endure, great wrew-g eating thei 
bread,in the.{weat of their, brows, making, 
them fotſake Friends and Country ,.an 
carry them, to the furtheſt .eridy, of. 0 
Warld.: What though 1 ir, be not aſt 
ble necelliry, which pains us if,our fleſh, 
pricks ike a Good ior ny, lides, yeb, 
it'1s a moſt rational one, 09 WYNG 
be' Sheng after-;another; \ manner. ;than, 
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VE /-F8E (aj "tothe infnaricn 
of at lr &; 1 temptations; the 
certain” promiſes'and comfortable--pro- 
z<& of the bleſſedneſs to come 3 let-us 
diſprace' and-difable/ temptations by:loo- 
king:upwards,and ſo vanquiſh the World 
by our Faith. © Ler us poſſeſs our: minds 
with thefaireſt, that is, the trueſt charar. 
Ger-of. Heaven weare able to attain,, and 


conceive in our''minds (as we are-able} 


how. excellently pleaſure taſtes at-the 
Founitainz and-whar a different thing Life 
8 there, where'/it'is fed wh immediate 

nations from [the original 'Spring of 
allpp0d. | Let: Infidelity obje&'that wwe. 
have but onely promiſes for.that felicity, 
for we need no berter ſecurity than: the. 


Divine F aithfulnefs, that is, that God 


doth riot 'falſifie his word, who cantiaty 
art what thouph it be neceſlary to. die: 
roatrain the on? foris: that tobe 
{5Tohg firſt? even ſoweare as near to the 
ittmorta] ' joys />eWrn our nextheirsto. their 
eatthly- exp anditi't 
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tr th#1diGoren pr noche OR 
thrown-in our wy for our difc 
ment, every thiop:i1snot that way 
that:looks like it, 40-aÞ dorefofved cing 
and {lothfol fpwit. Noenebatche Shothful 
and Cowards objat to'themi#lves difi- 
cuties in the way of-an; xxcellene: and 
widedehGgn * albcxecichicies bave forthe 
moſt part difficulty us their attqinment, 
and we can deſpue greater ions: : than 
thoſe between ws. and: Heaven, when 
they obſtruct our; Eatehly projeds 5: and 
ou ardwnary difcouragoments arc hettle 
in prkancr ofthe re Feiny boo _ 
3B; CE OTE e 
dJowellzevealed ; and: hoo lr endom: == 
| mortalay: were not brotght fn 
nifeſtallwght, as that:in which naw + 
Src tobe feen, poynny 0 ar Holder 4 
ſettled deſign, aud purſac-it with that di- 
Jigence.,:. conſtancy, and- perſeverance, 
which we can readily tell.our belves that 
K/s worth, and by frequent 3 
38:65 ' that bleſſÞd.-place; both preſerve 
the conſtancy of ſo: wile 2071 ;/ ie 
Keiohenour ſclvies. to-gine! tagtnce 
- NSEIIIENG it Ln > = 
B85 2 aith- 


| Ditto al 6 magna thing 
bw alook:ta the fargp;plece, 
equally. j rom ir rs yur 


'mative, attraction; or encouras 


'farward us: towards Heaven;:: 


\ Though thoſe Services ſeem moſt 


Gone; || 


wb P3 pra 


. 


unto, and which, hack loſt, Ps 667 
being better revealed... Fort 


ntoithe-recompence of reward; wha this 


Faith: that inſpired their breſigiimithis 
much —_— and: cefcburtow nee 
ſaffer-as to do $8 iy $68) 3 

1s And:toleave na cath; untrizd-6g 


up:our ſelves with the confidexation of 
the-dangor of the; cternal perdition 5 


(aguefireunevatyiich pry irs Z- 


thatferveunto aur fejjcitysfore vas falbf 
$rgument and)excitement as'it isobtertor, 


that!:take - thear: motive from *Hewwven? 
wher by: every-pratpedt vetults either: | 
Wwe: e move: reſobvett;i und 
able:to: refit evil,-and:to:do good't'tyex 
dophatieſs:the groateft-numbbortneod Meh 
yenand Hell 100," t0enforce;5 het <ebe 

32 ater 1:80 90:14 antrit - 
| rlecemains now! abrer- ar linpardldWini 
*ikibtion ofiake=wajs of: Seb yalhegrk 


as-yaifdom and3Folly'in all the World; 
and [ay-and Night :are names forcthe> 
ſame thingy and the Light-and the Dark: 
nef3}+arc-mot> yet"! divided. - :Since theſe 
things:cannot be'gain-ſaid. . Having difco- 
veredi that Wiſdom 'to' which we may 
fately. commit our Souls, the firſt part of 
it, is. t0,,put it-in prattice this very day: 
for-it- #;dangerous to put off 2 nk 
with the pramife of Wrſdome to come; 
but, there 15.00 danger of being- wile or 
ſafe-too. ſoon. » :The»Sun-(af 1t-be that ) 
with haſte even to a miracle hurries away 
qur;hours,:and in them our life ; and the 
wings'of time, as filent as they go, keep 
ce. with-the ſwifteſt motions 4n Natures 

2 that we liveſo-faft, as if in haſte to have 
done living -:..the eternal World,” where- 
u2ligs Quiz great:concern, 1s not ſo remote 
from us, but we can paſs over all the di- 


Gance inthe ſhorteſt dimenſions of time : 
for\what carr we dorfoaner: than die: - 
122 TI, And 
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Kiples.of Reſon. way _ 

hon that: ſhallbe,- -we dodſolits 
at nothing. inall:the:Workd 

ore. Sheets to. us than to live 3 and 

all theWiſdom to be learned-in etcriiey; 

cOmes too late. to remedy any- final mifs 
What therefore on- the moſt 

deliberate confideration our hand - 


to do, let us: do it with all our z fog. 
there 7 75 20 work, nor device, nor bronk ge 
nor wiſdom in the Grave whither we FE 
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